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INTRODUCTION

This book is purposely written for personal as well as
group Bible studies. Those engaged in evangelism and
church planting could also use it as a guide in building
new converts. However, | must caution that it is not to
replace your Bible, as God can deal with you through His
word independent of it. The topics covered are not
exhaustive, but serves to create a platform that would
help answer some often asked questions both from
converts and those who have a desire to mature in Christ.
May the Good Lord guide your way as you read this book,
and also use it in group discussions.



CHAPTE

THE GREAT COMMISSION

The prophets of old prophesied concerning Jesus Christ's
death, burial and resurrection. True to God's word, all the
prophesies relating to His first coming were fulfilled;

"He said to them, "This is what 9 told "you, while 9 was still
with you, that all fﬁi@y which are written in the Law of
WMoses, the pm/;ﬁefy, and the ﬁmﬁw, concerning me must be
fulfilled. Then he openep/ their minds, that fﬁ@ m@ﬁf
understand the Scm’pfmﬂey. He said to them, "Thus it is
written, and thus itwas necessary for the Christ L‘omﬁ[er andto
vise from the deadthe third p/ﬂy " Luke 24:44-48

He, after His resurrection from the dead, gave you and |
the charge to go and preach the gospel to all men. We are
to also teach them to observe all that He had taught the
disciples (who we are too);



THE GREAT COMMISSION

"Therefore 40, and make ﬁﬁ‘ycz;ﬁﬁfx of all nations, éﬂﬁfizinj
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
?/0@ \Sﬁmf feacﬁmq them to observe all fﬁmqj that 9
commanded. [ you, Eeﬁo/ﬁ/ 9 am with  you a/wayj even to the
end of the age." Amen.” Matthew 2819-20 ( empﬁmu is

mine)

It is worth pondering over the underlined portions of the
scripture. The command is to go, make disciples of all
nations, and to teach them to obey all that He had
commanded the disciples. This can only be done by
knowing the teachings of Christ (the red letters in your
Bible if any). Before we can carry out this great
commission, we need to pay heed to the voice of Jesus
Christ;

"But you will receive fpower when the Wo@ Spirif has come
upon you, You will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all
Yudea and Samaria, and fo the uttermost pm'fy of the earth, "
Acts1:8

One can only be an effective tool in the hands of God in
winning and discipling souls if he obeys the above
scripture. Therefore, if you are using this material, bear
the following scripture in mind always;
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CHAPTER ONE

"You didn't choose me, but 9 chose you, and appoinfeﬁ/ you,
that (you should 40 and bear fruit, and that your fruit should

remain;..." John 15:46

The definition of a disciple

Discipleship is a matter so dear to the heart of our Lord
and savior Jesus Christ. Therefore it is very important to
take His definition as the final authority;

"9 anyone comes to me, and doesn't hate his own father,
mother, wife, children, brothers, and sisters, yes, and his own
life also, he can't be my fﬁ'yciﬁ/e, Whoever doesn't bear his own
cross, and come after me, can't be my p/iycip/e, ’

Luke 14:26-27

The genesis of a disciple

There is a cost involved in becoming a disciple of Jesus
Christ. Therefore it is very important for one to assess the
cost before giving his life to Christ. Evangelists and
Christians in general who will preach the gospel to the
lost should not rush them into repeating certain prayers
after them, but to make them carefully consider the
decision they are going to make;



THE GREAT COMMISSION

"For which of “you, ﬁ/eyirinj to build a tower, doesn't first sit
down and count the cost, to see if he has enoogﬁ fo comp/efe it?
Or /?erﬁaﬁy, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to
ﬁ'niyﬁ, everyone who sees é@im‘ fo mocé ﬁim, myinﬂ, "This
man éeﬂan to build, and wasn't able to finish.”
Luke14:28-30

So before you receive the grace of God, you have to
consider the cost of becoming a disciple. You cannot
have both the world and Jesus Christ. A clear choice has
to be made between forsaking the pleasures of the world
in order to follow Jesus Christ and the rejection of Jesus
to gain the world. They are two opposite ways. How can
you walk on two opposite paths at the same time, or look
up and down at the same time?;

"No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise
the other. You aren't able to serve God and mammon"

Luke16:13



CHAPTER ONE

DISCUSSION

v' How do peoplé view discipleship these days?

v/ What do you have to say in connection with that?
v/ What other scriptures comes into mind when we
talk about discipleship?



THE GREAT COMMISSION

How can one become a disciple?

We have already learned about the fact that, before
someone can become a disciple of Jesus Christ, he or
she needs to count the cost of becoming one. After one
counts the cost, he must bear in mind that he must obey
the gospel of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. However,
in this end-time it is important to know from the onset that
you have started aright (Whether you have obeyed the
true Jesus, true gospel or received the right spirit);

... But 9 am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived
Euve in his craftiness, so your minds miﬂﬁf he comﬂu/?fen/ from
the J‘im/aﬁc@ that is in Christ. For if he who comes /weacﬁey
another Jesus, whom we did not preacﬁ, or i/[ you receive a
pﬁﬁ%renfypirif, which  you did not receive, or a different yoo/
news", which you did not accept, you put up with that well
enoogﬁ, "2Cor. t:1-4

The True Jesus

Be careful in this end-time, as false prophets and
teachers are preaching another Jesus who we cannot
find in the scriptures. The true Jesus in the Bible during
His first coming to this earth was not beautiful to behold;



CHAPTER ONE

", there is no éem@ that we should desire him. He was
/ey/aiyea( and rg’ecfep/ @ men; a man of J‘Mﬁ[el/‘ii’lj, and
acquain ted with disease: and as one from whom men hide their
face he was f/eyﬂiyevé and we didn't respect him, Smﬂe@ he has
horme our yicéneﬁ', and carried our J‘Mﬁ[eri@; yef we
considered him /.'/aﬂww[ struck @ God, and, aﬁ[ﬁcfe/ RBut he
was /.vierce/ for our fmmﬂreﬂiom', he was crushed for our
im’ziwiﬁey; the puniyﬁmenf that émogﬁf our freace was on him;
and| @ his wounds we ave healed. . . " Jsaiah 53:4-12

But false prophets and teachers these days have to
polish the word of God in order to make it attractive to the
world. The word the early disciples preached was not
pleasant to their hearers;

"But 9, brothers, it 9 still, preﬂcﬁ circumcision, w@ am 9 still
pem'ecufe/? Then the J'fuméfinj block of the cross has been
removed, " Galations 5:t0

"9 the world ﬁafesyou, Yyou know that it has hated me before
it Mfep/you, 9@00{ were of the world, the world would love its
own, But hecause  you are not of the world, since 9 chose  you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you, Remember
the word that 9 said fo  you: A servant is not greater than his
lovd." 9f fﬁey ﬁem‘ecufe&/ me, fﬁey will also frersecute you, v/
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THE GREAT COMMISSION

fﬁ@ Keﬁf my word, fﬁ@ will Kee/a yours also, But all these
fﬁinjy will fﬁey Ao to you ][01" my name 's sake, hecause fﬁey
don'tknow him who sentme. " John 15:18-21

Scripture makes us to understand that Jesus was meek
and lowly in heart;

"Take my yoée upon you, and learn from me, /[or 9am ﬂenf/e
and /ow@ in heart; and you will find rest for your souls,
Matthew 1:29

The false teachers and prophets these days rather mind
high things and teach their congregants to live luxurious
or opulent life style, which was contrary to the practice of
the apostles;

"For our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, norin

/eceﬁﬁon, .. For neither were we at any time found using
words of f/aﬁ‘ery, as you know, nor a cloak of covetousness
(God is witness)nor J'ee@'nﬂ ﬂ/ory from men..."
{ Thessalonians 2:3-10 also check Jude 16-18

If you want to know the true Jesus, then go back to the
scriptures and study what Jesus taught and match it with
the teachings of false prophets and teachers these days.

9



CHAPTER ONE

By so doing you will be sure you would not believe in a

false Christ, since the spirit of the anti-Christ is already in
operation;

"Beloved, don't believe every spir, but test fﬁe;ﬁiﬁfr, whether
fﬁ@ are of God, because many false ﬁmﬂﬁefy have  gone out
into the world, ﬂy this You know the Spirif 0/[ God: every
spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of
God, and every Jfaizﬂif who doesn'f con/[eﬂ' that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is not of God, and this is the spirit of the
anfichrist, .. "1 John 21~ 5 also check 2 John 7-10

DISCUSSION
v Wil people ide
v/ Willyou identify Him if He shc'>u\d r
v/ How sure are you, considering the
rejected Him at His first coming? §
i i

v/ What other scriptures come into M
ue Jesus of the Bible?

?
ntify Jesus if He comes 10 them today

esurface?

d when talking

about the tr
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THE GREAT COMMISSION

The True gospel

For us not to believe in another gospel, it is very important
for us to know the true gospel that the apostles preached.
Paul defined the gospel that he preached to be;

"Now 9 declare to you, brothers, the Good News which 9
ﬁreacﬁe/ fo you, which also You received, in which You also
stand. .. For 9 delivered to you first of all that which 9 also
received: that Christ died for our sins accomﬁnﬂ to the
Scripz‘wey, that he was buried, that he was raised on the thivd
f/ay accomﬁry tothe Scriptures, “1Corinthians 15:4,3-4

Paul's definition gives us a guideline as to what the
ingredients necessary for our salvation is, and what our
focus should be when we are watching out for the true
gospel of Jesus Christ. According to his definition, Christ
was crucified and died for our sins and for that matter our
old man also needs to be crucified;

"who his own self bore our sins in his éa@ on the tree, that we,
ﬁaw’ry died to sins, m@ﬁf live to Viﬂﬁfeoumeﬂ; @ whose
J‘fripejyou were healed. " 1Pefer 2:24

The baptism of water is also very much needed for the

11 0



CHAPTER ONE

salvation of a person as it makes him to identify with the
death of Christ;

"Or don 'fyou know that all we who were éﬂ/ﬂfize/infa Christ

Jesus were Eapﬁzep/info his death? We were buried fﬁereﬁre
with him fﬁmbgﬁ éﬂﬁfiym to death, fﬁafjm‘f like Christ was
raised from the dead fﬁm@ﬁ the ﬂ/my of the Father, so we
also mijﬁf walk in newness of fife. . . “Romans 6:3-4, 4-5, 1t
also check1 Peter 3:21; Colossians 2:42

The resurrection of Christ also depicts our baptism in the
Holy Spirit and our future resurrection. For it is only those
who are sealed by the Holy Spirit who will resurrect from
the dead or be caught up at the glorious appearing of our
Lord and savior Jesus Christ;

“in whom you also, ﬁaw‘nﬂ heavd the word of the truth, the

Good News of your salvation,~-in whom, ﬁﬂw'ry also
helieved, you were sealed with the Wo@ Spirit of fpromise,”
E/?ﬁeyiam' 113

", to the end he may estabolish your hearts blameless in
holiness before our God and Father, af the coming of our
Lovd Jesus with all bis saints"t Thessalonians 3:42-(3 also
check1 Thessalonians 4eA4-17

12



THE GREAT COMMISSION

So whe [
n you are armed with these cardinal points of the

gospel then you will b
. e sure to test
obeying the true gospel or not whether you are

DISCUSSION

v/ Whatis the gospel that men preach these days”?
v’ Do they contain the essentials of the true gospel?
v/ What was your understanding ofatrue gospel?
v/ Whatis your understanding now?

v/ What other scriptures talk about the true gospel?
v’ Can you research more on the essentials of the

true gospel of Christ?
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CHAPTER ONE

The True Spirit

In order not to embrace the spirit of the world which false
prophets and teachers preach these days, we must know
the true spirit of God;

"But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
which is ﬁﬂom God, that we miﬂﬁf know the fﬁinjj‘ that were
ﬁﬂee@ jif/ﬂl’l o us @ God." 1 Corinthians 242 also check
1 John 4:5-6

It is important for us to know the Holy Spirit (the spirit of
God). The spirit of the world is that spirit which makes one
to love the world. Those who are controlled by the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are
controlled by the spirit of the world. We are commanded
not to love the world, for if we do, then the love of the
fatheris notin us;

"Don't love the world, neither the fﬁinjy that are in the world,
9% anyone loves the world, the Father's love isn't in him, For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the ﬁm‘/e of life, isn't the Father's, but is the world's ..."
1 John 2:5-7

We will only know that we have the Holy Spirit if we

14



THE GREAT COMMISSION

love God and our fellow brethren;

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone who loves is horn o][ God, and knows God, He who
doesn't love doesn't know God, for God is love. . . Beloved, if
God loved us in this way, we also o»yﬁf to love one another, No
one has seen God at any fime. 9][ we love one another, God
vemains in us, and his love has been ﬁerfecfe&/ in us.”

1 9ohn 2: 7-12

As the name even connotes, you cannot possess the
Holy Spirit and not desire to live a Holy life. If one feels
comfortable to sin, then it is clear the Holy Spirit (who is
the seed and seal of God in the life of a believer) is
completely missing in action;

... Everyone who has this ﬁo/ae sef on him /awiﬁ'ey himself,
even as heis pmﬂe, Eue@one whao sins also commits lawlessness,
Sinis lawlessness, You know that he was revealed fo take away
oursins, and in him is no sin. Whoever remains in him doesn't
sin. Whoever sins hasn' seen him, neither knows him. Little
childven, lefno one /em/yau m’fr@, Hewho does iﬂiﬂﬁfeoumeﬁ'
Is ryﬁfeom', even as he is @ﬁfeowz He who sins is of the devil,
for the devil has been sinning from the Eeﬂinninﬂ, L
1 9ohn 2.2~
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CHAPTER ONE

Do not believe every spirit but rather put them to the test

so that you can ascertain whether it is really from God or
not;

"Beloved, don't believe every spir, but test fﬁejpirify, whether
fﬁey are of God, hecause many false /wopﬁefy have  gone out

info the world By this you know the Spirif of God..."
(9ohn 4:4-3

"Test all fﬁinjy, and hold ﬁrm@ that which is ﬂocm[ !
1 Thessalonians 5:2

DISCUSSION
v/ When you look around you
feel comfortable to sin, do you
true spirit?
. -

v ou test the spirits? HOW!

o If to know if you indeed possess the
v’ Mark yourself 10
Holy Spirit. |
v’ \What scriptures come into
true nature of the Holy Spirit?

and see the way men
think they have the

mind concerning the

Note: Someone with the Holy Spirit may sin against God

as an exception but not as a rule. For he or she does not
continue to sin deliberately.

16



CHAPTE

OBEYING THE GOSPEL

You will remember we looked at the fact that we should be
careful with the kind of Jesus we preach or hear about
(whether He is the true one or the anti-Christ). We also
looked at the probability that one can believe a false
gospel and even receive another spirit different from the
one the Apostles received. Let us go on to look at how we
can obey the true gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

The salvation of man begins with repentance. In simple
terms, repentance is the radical turn from all manner of
sin to God, in order to embrace His free gift of grace
through faith in Jesus Christ. The first man (Adam)
disobeyed God and sin entered the human race;

17



CHAPTER TWO

"Yuhweh God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of
the jam/en | you may ﬁﬂee@ eat; hut of the tree of the énow/z%@e
0@005/ and evil] you shallnot eat of it; for in the ﬁ/ay fﬁafyou
eat of it you will Jwe@ die," Genz:6-17 also check Genesis
3:6-10; Rom 5:12-13; 18; Romans 3:40; Romans 3:23

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to take
away sin from the human race;

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and on@
Son, that whoever believes in him should not periyﬁ, but have
eternall ﬁ}[e, " Yohn 3:46

saying, "Father, ifyow are wi/ﬁnj, remove this cup fromme.
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done" Luke 22:42
also check Rom 5:48-21, 6:10, 5:8, 6:23

Man's task therefore is to receive the gift of God's
salvation by faith.

"For this cause itis of faith, that it may he ﬂccomﬁ'nj to grace,
to the end that the foromise may be sure to all the seed, not to
that on@ which is of the law, but to that also which is of the
{aith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.... " Rom 4:16-

17, 22al50 check Gal 2:46, 3:9-14
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OBEYING THE GOSPEL

One cannot claim to have faith when he does not back it
up by action. God therefore expects man to obey Him
with his free will by taking a step of faith in receiving His
free grace;

" Jesus answered him, "Most cerfain@, 9 tell you, unless
one is horn anew, he can't see the 7<inj/om of
God."Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when
heis old? ... Yesus answered, "Most cerfain@ 9 fe//yau, unless
one is horn of water and spirt, he can't enter into the
7<inj/0m of God! ... "You must be horn anew.’..."
Yohn 3:4-8

From the above scripture we can deduce that being born
again entails the identification of the sinner with Christ's
death and burial as well as His resurrection from the dead
as earlier on revealed in our study. It is this identification
with Christ's crucifixion (death) that we term as
repentance. The prophets of old always called Israel to
repentance. John the Baptist who was the forerunner of
Jesus Christ preached repentance;

"I those ﬁ/ayy, Yohn the Ba/aﬁzer came, preacﬁinj in the
wilderness 0}[ Yudea, J@iry ! ’/{e/aem‘, for the 7<inﬂ/0m 0][
Heaven is at hand!" Matthew 3:1-2

19



CHAPTER TWO

Our Lord Jesus Christ also started His ministry by
preaching the message of repentance;

"From that fme, Jesus éfyan fo /weacﬁ, and to say,
"?Qeﬁem‘/ For the 7<inﬂ¢/0m of Heaven is at hand"
Mm‘fﬁewz,uﬁ

It is therefore important for us to note the role of
repentance when it comes to salvation. | believe we know
what repentance simply is, and that one cannot embrace
the free gift of the grace of God without it. Jesus made it a
point to instruct his disciples to preach itin His name;

“and that repenf&mce and remission oﬁ'imyﬁow/ﬁ/ he ﬁreﬂcﬁef/
in his name fo all the nations, éeyz’nniry at Jerusalem.”

Luke 24:47

This charge was obeyed and practiced by the apostles
and early believers;

"Deter said to them, "Reﬁem‘, and e éﬂﬁﬁze/, every one of

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the fo;yiueneyy of sins, and
you will receive the giftof the ?/0@ Spirit.” Acts 2:38
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OBEYING THE GOSPEL

DISCUSSION

v/ Whatis repentance?

v/ What are some of the sins that men need to
repent of?

v What are some of the sins you need to repent
of?

v/ What scriptures come into your mind when it
comes to repentance?

v/ Whatis restitution?

v’ Whatis the significance of restitution?

v’ Arewe torestitute in our day?

v/ Research on the meaning of some sins written

in the Bible.

21



CHAPTER TWO

Baptism

After repentance, one needs to proceed to be baptized.
There are types of Baptism, but the one relevant to us
now is the Baptism of water and that of the spirit. First of
all let us look at the Baptism of water.

Water Baptism

Baptism by immersion (total immersion) is that which is
consistent with scripture. God started teaching us way
back, when the Israelites crossed the red sea. This was a
form of Baptism for them. When John the Baptist came
into the scene, he baptized men by immersion;

"Yohn also was éapﬁzi@ in Enon near Salim, because there
was much water there, Tﬁey came, and were éﬂﬁfizef[ !

John 3:23

Even our Lord and Savior Jesus was Baptized by
immersion and so we are also not exempted;

/3 Mppenep/in those /ayy, that Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee, and was 5&7/71‘1‘26/ @ Yohnin the Jordan, " Mm%f:g

He himself also practiced water Baptism;
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OBEYING THE GOSPEL

"Tﬁey came to John, and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was
with you éeyom/ the Yordan, to whom you have fej'fiﬁep[

bhehold, the same 5&7/91‘1‘2&, and everyone s cominj to him,
9ohn 3:26

In teaching us the essentials or necessity for water
Baptism, Christ answered Nicodemus as follows;

"Yesus answered, "Wost cem‘ain@ 9 fe@ou, unless one is horn
of water am/;pirif, he can't enter into the 7<ilfljﬁ/0m of God!"

Yohn 35

And from Christ's example, the apostles after the day of
Pentecost (when the Holy Spirit came upon them), had
this revelation;

. "Re/.'enf, and be éﬂpﬁzef/, every one 0@00{, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the ﬁ;yiueneyy aﬁ'im', and’ you will receive
the ﬂiﬁ‘ of the ?/0@ Spirit.” Acts 2:38

The Significance of Baptism

vt signifies an inward and outward sign of the
remission of sins;

123



CHAPTER TWO

"Now w@ Ao you wait? Arise, be éﬂ/ﬂfizea( and wash away

your sins, m/ﬁry on the name of the Lord" Acts 22:16 also
check (Peter '2:2(

v We identify ourselves with the burial of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ;

”ﬁaw’ry been buried with him in éﬂﬁfiym, in which you were

also raised with him fﬁmoyﬁ faith in the wor@'ry of God, who

raised him ﬁﬂom the dead." Colossians 2:42 also check
Romans 6:3-t

DISCUSSION | i
v’ What are the various types of Baptism peop

' ?
ractice these days -
‘:/ What is their Biblical base? Are they rightly
ividi truth?
dividing the word of | .
v Whatistheirunderstandlng ofBaptlsn.\. ]
v/ \What was your understanding of Baptism*
v Whatisyourunderstanding now? o
v’ What scriptures do you know can be u

defend your stand now?
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OBEYING THE GOSPEL

Holy Spirit Baptism

It is Christ Jesus who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. This
was a testimony given by both John the Baptist and Jesus
himself. John the Baptist could only Baptize with water
unto repentance;

", 'On whomever you will see the Spim’f Meycenﬁﬁ@, and
remaining on him, the same is he who éﬂpfizey in the 7—/0@
Spirit. "9 have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of
God."" John 1:32-34

Jesus Himself had this to say;

"Behold, 9 send forth the foromise of my Father on you, But
waitin the c@ 0][ Yerusalem unﬁ/you are clothed with frower
fromon ﬁiﬂﬁ, " Luke 24:49

This promise was more elaborate in Acts 1:8
This was fulfilled after the disciples heeded the advice of
Jesus to tarry in Jerusalem;

"Now when the /ay of Pentecost had come, fﬁey were all with
one accord in one p/ﬂce, . Tﬁey were all filled with the 7—/0@
Spim’f, . Aets 2:4-4
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CHAPTER TWO

After the disciples received the Holy Spirit, Peter also
emphasized the importance of the Holy Spirit when he
answered the sincere question of the people who were at
Jerusalem at that time;

" and you will receive the ﬂiﬁ‘ of the Wo@ Spirit.
Acts 2:37-38

Owing to the value of the Holy Spirit in the life of a
believer, the Apostles used to lay hands on new converts
so they could receive the Holy Spirit. It is only by the
empowerment of the Holy Spirit that the believer could
live a life pleasing to God;

“When Coaul had lwid his hands on them, the 740@ S/?im’f
came on them, and fﬁey Jﬁoée with other /anﬂu@ey and

proﬁﬁeyiep[ " Acts19:6 also check Acts 8417

Evidence of the Holy Spirit

The speaking with other tongues is not by one's own
volition, but is engineered by the spirit and spoken out by
the one being inspired as he consents with his will
(yielding his vocal senses);
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OBEYING THE GOSPEL

"Tﬁey were all; ﬁ'//e/ with the 7—/0@ \S’pirif, and éeﬂan fo Jﬁeaé
with other /anﬂu@ey, as the S/airif gave them the ﬂéiﬁ@ fo
ypm& " Acts 2:4als0 check Acts 10:46-4 7

We can see from this that, Peter concluded, the Gentiles
had received the Holy Spirit when he heard them speak
with tongues and magnify God. When Paul went to
Ephesus he asked them whether or not they had received
the Holy Spirit, to which they answered in the negative.
They were not even aware of the Holy Spirit. They were
therefore baptized in the name of Jesus after which Paul
laid hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit. His action
brought about the following results;

“When Coaul had laid his hands on them, the Wo@ S/yim'f

came on them, and fﬁey Jpaée with other /anﬂwyey and
ﬁmpﬁeﬂe&[ " Acts19:6

Also it can be said that no one with the genuine spirit of
God (Holy Spirit) can curse or speak blasphemously
against Jesus Christ. Anyone with the Holy Spirit will
certainly affirm the Lordship of Christ in his life and
declare that He is Lord of all;
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"Tﬁeiﬂefore 9 make known to you that no man J/?ea@'ry @
God's S/yirify@y, "Vesus is accursed.” No one can 5ay, "Desus

is Lovd," but @ the ?/0@ \S’ﬁirif, “(Coronthians12:3

Furthermore, it can be noted from scripture that if one
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, he has the potential to
be used by the Holy Spirit to minister in at least one of the
spiritual gifts;

"There are various kinds 0][ wor@'nﬂy, but the same God, who
works all fﬁinjy in alll But to each one is jiuen the
manifestation of the Spirit for the ﬁroﬂf of alll”
1Coronthians12:6-7

And everyone that the Holy Spirit dwells in manifests the
fruit of the spirit;

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, oy, freace, patience,
kindness, jowﬁaeﬁ', fith, ﬂenf/eneﬂ', andself-control, ., 9 we
live @ the S/aim’f, let's also walk @ the Spiriz‘, !
Galatians 5:22-25

Those who are born of the spirit of God walk righteously
and also love their brothers;

1 28



OBEYING THE GOSPEL

"But co i
neerning émfﬁer@ love, you have no need that one

write to you, For "you yaume/uey are fmyﬁf@ God'to love one

another” (Thessaloni
Qonmm'&g ans 4:9 “6'0 Cﬁecﬁ 17051’1 3:10

DISCUSSION

v/ What is the perception of people about the Holy
Spirit?

v Whatis their Biblical prove?

v \What are some of the other evidence of the Holy
Spiritina person's life you know?

v/ What other scriptures do you know that talks
about the Holy Spirit and the important role He plays

inone's salvation?

129



CHAPTE

WHAT YOU MUST KNOW
AS A DISCIPLE

A disciple of Christ must always bear in mind that there is
a place he is coming from and there is coming a day he
will surely return to his father. True disciples of Christ are
therefore supposed to be focused as they live as pilgrims
on the face of this earth. Christ made us aware that we
are to always make the kingdom of God our priority;

"ﬂufyeeﬁﬁm'f God's 7<il’lﬂﬂ/0m, and his rijﬁfeom'neﬁ'; andall
these fﬁi@y will be given fo you as well " Matthew 6:33

This point was made clearer in the skeletal prayer that He
gave His disciples when they asked Him to teach them to
pray. The disciples wanted to pray and not just know
about prayer;
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"t ﬁappenep[ that when he finished fpraying in a certain
/9/&:03, one of his ﬁﬁyci/a/ey said to him, "Lovd, teach us to foray,
Jm'fm' 9Yohn also fmgﬁf his ﬁﬁyci/a/ey, " Luke t1:4

This model prayer teaches us to be selfless and to live on
the provisions of God. Disciples are not to miss the focus
of their mission on earth. Paul therefore prayed for the
church at Thessalonica that the Lord directs their heart
into the love of God;

"May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and
into the fpatience of Christ." 2Thessalonians 3:5

And that the kingdom of God is not material, when he was
writing to the church in Rome;

"for the 7<inj/om of God is not eating and &ﬁﬂinéinj, but

riﬂﬁfeoumeﬂ, peace, and oy in the 740@ S/?irif, !
Romans 14:47
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DISCUSSION

v What is people’s understanding of the kingdom of
God?

v \What should be @ disciple's focus in this end-
time?

v \What is your focus now?

v/ What other scriptures teach us to focus on things
above? Hintthe book of Colossians and Philippians.
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You have to die to self

Selfishness is not consistent with the life of a true disciple
of Christ as enshrined in the scriptures. Christ gave the
command to His disciples to love one another as He had
loved them;

"Thisis my commandment, fﬁafyou love one another, even as
9 have loved you, Greater love has no one than this, that
someone /ay down his [ife for his friends.” John 5:12-13

You and | know that loving the way of Christ entails laying
down our lives for the brethren (which is a must);

"Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we also oogﬁf to love one

another, "t John 410

If we do not obey this scripture then we are not qualified
to be called true disciples of Christ. Why? Because
scripture has made us to understand that if anyone does
not have the spirit of Christ (manner of life) then he is
none of His;

“But you are notin the flesh but in the Spirit, ifitisso that the
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if any man doesn't have the
S/airi tof Christ, heisnothis," Romans 8 9
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There is no way a disciple can manifest the glory of God if
he does not die to self. Christ revealed this truth to us
when some Greeks wanted to see Him;

"Yesus answered them, "The time has come for the Son of
Man to be ﬂfam'fie;[ Most cerfm’n@ 9tell you, unless grain
of wheat falls into the carth and dies, it remains @ itself alone,
But if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life will lose
it, He who hates his life in this world will éee/.' it to eternal life,
Qfﬂnyoneyeruey me, lethim followme. . . " John 12:23-30

Paul understood this scripture and for this reason lived a
selfless life by seeking the profit of others and not for
himself;

"“Whether fﬁerefore you eat. or drink, or whatever 'you do, do
all to the jﬁ)@ of God.. .even as 9 also p/em'e all men in all
fﬁinjy, nofyee@'@ my own proﬁf, but the ﬁmﬁf of the many,
that fﬁey may besaved. " 1Corinthians 10:3(~33

In order for him to carry out his assignment on earth, he
acknowledged that he needed to die daily. If you call
yourself a believer or a disciple of Jesus and you do not
put the desires of the flesh to death, you will find it very
difficult to manifest the glory of God;
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WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE

W@ dowe also J‘fﬂnﬁ/ﬁy’eo/mr@ every hour? 9 affirm, @
the émyfinj n you which 9 have in Christ Yesus our Lord, 9
die ﬁ/ai@. “1Corinthians (5:30~31

In the pursuit of self-denial so that others may gain
salvation, Paul was always under persecution and trials,

but in all the glory of God was rather being revealed in his
life;

"Therefore we don't faint, hut fﬁmgﬁ our outward man is
/ec@inﬂ, yef our imward man is renewed f/ay @ /ay, Forour
/iﬂﬁf affliction, which is for the moment. works for us more
and more excee;ﬁnﬂ@ an eternal weiﬂﬁf of ﬂ/ozy; ’
200%;’711%’&1115’4:1647

DISCUSSION -
v Do most people love to live selfless lives”

v Do you yourselflive a selfless life? e
v/ What other scriptures teach us self-denia

good of others?
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You do not have to run in vain

So many professing disciples of Christ will be
disappointed in the end when Christ declares he never
knew them;

”Mmy will tell me in that &/ay, "Lovd, Lord, didn't we
/woﬁﬁesy inyour name, in your name cast out demons, and in
your name Ao many myﬁfy works? 'Then Iwill tell them, 9
never knew you. ﬁeﬁarf ﬁﬂom me, you who work iniciu@, "
Matthew 7:22-23

Why do you think Christ said He did not know them? The
answer is found right at the latter end of that scripture in
that, they were workers of iniquity. So, never be deceived
by the miracles you perform, the tongues you speak, and
even the number of demons you have been able to cast
out of people. Those who qualify for the kingdom are
those who do the will of God;

... among whom you are seen as @ﬁfy in the world, ﬁo/fﬁry

up the word of life; that 9 may have yomefﬁinj to hoast in the
ﬁ/ay of Christ, that 9 didn't ran in vain nor labor in vain,”
?ﬁiﬁ/a/?iam 2:43-16 also check (Thessalonians 5:23;
(Thessalonians 4:3-4

1 36 1



WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE

It is not how one starts a race that matters, but how he
finishes. In as much as a good start is very important, one
must however endeavor to persevere to the end;

", You therefore must endure ﬁamﬁ‘ﬁi/a, asa ﬂoo/mfﬁ/ier of
Christ esus, No soldier on ﬁ/ufy enfanﬂfey ﬁimyeﬁ[ in the
affairs of life, that he may p/eme him who envolled him as a
soldier. Also, i}[anyane competes in athletics, he isn't crowned

unless he has comﬁefe&/ @ the rules.” ZWmof@ 2:2-5 also
check 2 Tim €:(3-14

Owing to the nature of the end-time battle, Christ had to
make us (His disciples) understand that it is only those
who endure to the end who shall be saved;

“Because iniquity will be mu/fi/yﬁe&[ the love of many will
grow cold, But he who endures to the end, the same will be
saved, Matthew 24:12-13

DISCUSSION |
v/ How are so many running
days? | o
v/ How are you running yours’ | .
v/ What are some of the scriptures which throw mor

. I
light on the subject matter under discussion

the Christian race these
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THE GRACE OF GOD

In this end-time, a lot of people have their own view as to
what the grace of God is and its implications on the life of
a believer. It is therefore important for us to use the
scriptures as our reference point and not our mind (which
may be full of good intentions but not truth);

", and feyﬁ@i@ that this is the true  grace of God'inwhich )you stand,"
1 Peter5:42

From the scripture above, we get the hint that there is the
true grace of God. If there is the true grace of God, then
by extension there is a false grace preached by many. It
is therefore important for us to know what the true grace
of God is, so we can reject the counterfeit;
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THE GRACE OF GOD

"For the  grace of God has a/aﬁem'ep[ érinjinﬂ salvation to all
men, im‘frucﬁ@ us to the imtent that, ﬂé@il’lﬂ myo&/ﬁneﬁ' and
wor/;@ lusts, we would fve 5'056%@, @ﬁfeow@, and ﬂop@ n
fﬁiy/?reyenfworﬁ oo Titus 2:00-14

Most people hide under the cover of false grace to sin,
citing Romans 3:23 as their basis since it is not by works
that a man is saved. However, when we check the
definition of the grace of God according to Titus 2:11 you
will realize that the grace rather delivers us from evil and
not a warrant to sin. In fact grace according to its
definition came to empower us to live a righteous life;

"“Whatshallwe sy then? Shallwe continue in sin, fﬁm‘ﬂmce

may abound? M@ it never he! We who died to sin, how
could we livein ifany /onjer? "Romans 6:4-2

In effect, the person who is truly justified by grace is the
one who is free from sin and as such sin does not have
dominion over him;

"Thus consider yom‘e/uey also to be dead to sin, but alive fo
God'in Christ Jesus our Lord, Tﬁerefore don't letsin reijn n
your mortal 50@, that you should oéey itin ifs lusts, Neither

present your members to sin as instraments of
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unriﬂﬁfeoumeﬁ, but fresent youm‘eﬁ/ey to God, as alive from
the dead, am/yow members as instruments of riﬂﬁfeom'neﬂ' fo
God. Forsinwill not have dominion over "you, For "you are not

under loaw, but under grace. .. " Romans 6:11-19 also check
Epﬁeﬂam :2-7

So you appreciate the fact that the true grace of God

helps us live in consonance with the word of God through
obedience.

NOTE: There are different types of grace within the

general grace of God; check 2 Corinthians 9:8;
1 Peter 5:10

DISCUSSION | .
v’ What is the understanding of many as touching
the grace of God? | :
4 ?Nhat was your understanding of the grace O
God? ;
v/ What other scriptures teach the true grace
God?
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BEWARE OF LEAVEN

Leaven in our modern language is yeast. Yeast is used for many
purposes but we will narrow ourselves to just two of them.
Yeast is used to cause bread to bloat beyond proportion and to
give it a certain kind of taste. God warned the Israelites during

their Passover feast not to eat bread with leaven,;

"Seven /@ﬂﬁa//you eat unleavened bread even the ﬁm‘/ﬂy
you shall, [rut away yeast out O@UW houses, for whoever eats
leavened bread from the first /ay until the seventh /ay, that
soulshallbe cutoff from Jsvael " Exodus 12:15

In the New Testament, Christ warned His disciples about
the leaven of the Pharisees. The leaven under this
context referred to hypocrisy;
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CHAPTER FIVE

“Meanwhile, when a multitude of many thousands had

ﬂﬂfﬁerw/ foyefﬁer, so much so that fﬁey fmm/o/e/ on each
other, he éeyan to tell his vﬁ'ycip/ey first of all] "Beware of the
yemfof the Pharisees, which is @ﬁocrisy, " Luke12:1

This was to warn the disciples about the danger of
hypocrisy that, it is capable of causing one to be blind.
The message to the Pharisees was for them to repent of
their hypocrisy. A lot of believers or disciples these days
do not speak truth from their heart at all;

"He who walks Wame/eyy@ does what is @ﬁf, and Jpeﬂév
truthin his heart," Psalm 15:2

The reason why many are not able to know Christ as they
ought to is because of impurity (which starts from the
heart). They are not truthful to own up to their sins and for
that reason they fall into the same category as the
Pharisees because they are hypocrites. The Pharisees
were blind because of their hypocrisy;

"Leave them alone. Tﬁey are blind jm’f[ey of the blind, 9f the
éﬁnﬁ/jmp/é the blind, bothwill fallinto a pit” Matthew 15:14
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BEWARE OF LEAVEN
Hypocrisy is a sin and whosoever lives in sin is blind;

"For he who lacks these fﬁinjy is himd, seeing on@ what is
near, ﬁaw’nﬂ ﬁ%yoﬁen the c/eaminj from his old sins,”
2Petert:9

Christ also talked about the leaven of Herod. The leaven
of Herod means going to bed with politicians. The
disciples thought that Jesus Christ was going to bring
about political emancipation not knowing that was not His
agenda in His first coming. He therefore warned the
disciples so that they will be careful mingling with politics
with the hope that, that was going to solve their problems;

”‘Tﬁ@ fo;yof to take bread: and fﬁ@ didn't have more than
one loaf in the boat with them, He cﬁmyeﬁ/ them, saying,
"Take heed: heware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast
of Herod." Mark 8:14-15

| am not in any way suggesting that you should not vote in
an election or hold a political position. Rather, | am to
warn you not to put your hopes and aspirations in political
positions or political systems, for it is just sinking sand.
We are to look up to Jesus, the Rock of ages.
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”/aoéinﬂ to Jesus, the author and ﬁerfecfer of faith, who for the

Joy that was set before him endured the cross, p/ejp;}inﬂ shame,
and has sat down af the @ﬁf hand of the throne of God."
Hebrews12:2

Paul used leaven to mean sin in the life of a believer.
Never condone sin no matter how small you see it, for it
carries the potential of leading your whole members into
hell fire;

"Your 50@'1‘1’@ is nofﬂ(m{ Don 'fyou know that a little yemf
leavens the whole /ump? %ﬂye out the old yem‘f, that you

may be a new /ump, even as you are unleavened, For indeed
Christ, our Passover, has heen mcm’ﬁ'ce;/ n our p/ﬂce,

Therefore let us éeep the feast, not with old (yeast, neither with
the yem‘f 0][ malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity andtruth. " 1Corinthions 5:6-8

"2 ittle yeast grows fﬁmv@ﬁ thewhole /Mmﬁ, “ Galations 5:9

It takes just a small leaven in order to cause a loaf of
bread to bloat beyond proportion. In these days a lot of
people are not comfortable with the raw word of God, but
prefer to listen to false prophets who will garnish their
messages (in this case leaven) such that it only flatters to
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BEWARE OF LEAVEN

deceive many. Do not be fooled by such smooth talks and
the condoning of sin no matter its magnitude. Remember,
in the kingdom of God there is a zero tolerance for
corruption (sin);

"Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification
without which no man will see the Lovd," Hebrews 12:14 also
check Epﬁeﬁam‘ 5:27

DISCUSSION
v \What are the other uses of

life? | -
v/ How do you relate itto sin¢

yeast in modern day
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How to know the Truth

Everyone reads or studies the Bible for so many reasons,
but you as a disciple of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
should study it for the purpose of knowing the truth;

"Yesus said to him, "9 am the way, the truth, and the ﬁfe, No
one comes fo the Father, excepf fﬁmogﬁ me. " John14:6

"You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free, "
9ohn 8:32

The attitude with which you approach the Bible is what
will determine whether you will know the truth or you will
be able to rightly divide the truth. In the first place God
commands that;

"Yesus answered, "The ﬂreafeyf is, 'Hear, Israel, the Lord our
God., the Lovdis one: yom‘ﬁﬂ// love the L’om/yomﬂ Godwithall
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all [your J'fi"elfljl%. ' This is the first commandment.”
Mark12:29-30

Therefore that is why God told the Israelites in the day of
Jeremiah that before they find Him, they have to search
for Him with all their heart;
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BEWARE OF LEAVEN

"You shallseck me, and find' me, when yomﬁa/fyemﬂcﬁ forme
with a//yomﬂ heart." Jereminh 29:13

So when we seek God with all our heart, we will surely
find Him as He has already promised;

""Zsk, and it will be given you, Seek, and you will ﬁ'm[
Knock, anditwill be o/aenep/ for you,” Matthew7:7

A lot of people fail to know the truth and thus, do not
rightly divide the truth simply because they do not love
God with their all;

", for Yahweh your God, foroves you, to know whether "you
love Yahweh your God with all [ your heart and with all your
soul" Deuteronomy (3:4-3

Remember, the path way to knowing God the more is
losing all for His sake;

... forwhom 9 suffered the loss of all fﬁi@;’, and count them
nofﬁi@ but refuse, that 9 may gain Christ and be found in
him, not ﬁaw’ry a @ﬁfeow‘nexy of my own, thatwhich is of the
law, but that which is fﬁmoyﬁ faithin Christ, the rijﬁfeovfmeyy
which s from God @ faith;" ‘Pﬁiﬁppmm 3:7-9
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DISCUSSION
v’ Do people love truth these days? Why?

v’ Are you ready at all times to obey God's word?
v’ What other scriptures teach this truth in

quesﬂon?



THE WORD OF GOD

One most important thing you must understand is, the
Bible is a compilation of writings which were or are
inspired by God. They testify of God and as such can be
termed as the word of God. However, you must
understand that God (the word) goes beyond all that we
have in the Bible (even though all that is in the Bible is
inspired by God) and as such we need to, and must
embrace the whole of the word of God in order to gain an
understanding of it;

"Every writing impi:ﬂep/ @ God is pmﬁfaé[e for fmcﬁiry, for
fepmo]{ for corvection, and for instraction which is in
f@ﬁfeoumm, that the man of God may he comp/efe,
z‘ﬁompfgﬁ@ eqm’ppe&/ for every ﬂoo/ work, "2 Wmof@ 3:46-17
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CHAPTER SIX

It is good to know everything written therein from Genesis
to Revelations, but it does not mean you have to start
reading it from the book of Genesis in succession. This is
because, even the books as they were arranged do not
follow the order in which they were written. It is therefore
important to pray to God to lead you as you read it (for the
word was spirit and became flesh). Why, because it is
only the Holy Spirit who knows what you will need per
time therefore you must make it a point to be flexible. As a
beginner | advise that the first books you start (get
yourself conversant) with should be the gospels where
you can take note of the life, ministry and teachings of
Jesus Christ;

"Therefore /eauinj the doctrine of the ﬁm‘fﬁrinciﬁ/ey of Christ,
let us foress on fo ﬁerﬁcﬁonwnof /ayiry again foundation of
repentance from dead works, of faith toward God,"
Hebrews 6:1

After getting used to the teachings of Jesus, | advise you
go on further to (go through) the book of 1 John very well;

"That which was from the Eejinni@, that which we have
heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we
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saw, and our hands touched, concerning the Word of life"
1 John 4

This is because you will be able to gain an appreciation of
what the foundation of Christianity is all about, Christ
being the chief corner stone of the church;

”éeinﬂ built on the foundation of the a/aw'f/ey and ﬁro/aﬁefy,
Christ Jesus himself ée;’nﬂ the chief cornerstone;”
Epﬁeﬁamz:zo

So in understanding more about Christ as the Holy Spirit
leads you, try and do more study on the laws of Moses,
the prophets and the Psalms looking out for scriptures
which speak of Jesus; check Luke 24:44-45

As we have already learned (that we are being built on
the foundations of the apostles and the prophets) it is very

important to know the apostles' teachings;

”Tﬁey continued J‘femé[m'@ in the a/aoyf[ey' feacﬁinj and
fe//owyﬁi/?, inthe éiﬂea@'ry of bread, and prayer. " Acts 2:42
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You can know their teachings by studying the book of
Acts and the epistles. After which you can add the
pastoral letters. Meanwhile, you can have a personal
study plan to go through the other books of the Bible like
Genesis, Proverbs etc. to gain more knowledge of the
Bible. You can as well use books like Ruth, 1Kings,
Judges etc. for character study purposes. Therefore it is
very important that you go through the whole Bible more
than once. | however advise that you follow the sequence
being laid down, as it can give you a quicker
understanding of the Christian faith (help you rightly
divide the word of truth);

"Give fﬁ@ence fo preyenf youm‘eé[ a/aﬁmuep/ @ God, a
workman who doesn'fneed to be ashamed, /woper@ Mnf//inj
the Word of Truth. " 2 Timothy 2:15

However, you must prayerfully be led in your Bible
Studies as the Holy Spirit knows best.
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THE WORD OF GOD

DISCUSSION

v' How was the Bible compiled?

v/ What is the difference between God and the
Bible?

v Do people practice what they study from the
Bible?

v’ Are you always ready to obey any instructions
you come across inthe Bible?

v/ What lessons have you learned from the Bible sO
far?

v Whatis your Bible study plan?
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The kingdom of God
The simplest definition of the kingdom of God without any
controversy is found in this scripture;

"for the Kiry/am of God is not eating and &ﬁﬂinéinﬂ, but
riﬂﬁfeowneﬂ, peace, and Joy in the 740@ S/aim’f. !
Romans t4:7

Therefore when men reduce the gospel to the chasing
and claiming of material things, then know that they are
not talking about the kingdom of God but rather serving
their belly;

"Brothers, be imitators foyefﬁer of me, and note those who
walk this WAy, even as you have us for an examp/e, For many
walk, of whom 9 told You often, and now tell You even
weeping, as the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is
destruction, whose ﬂo/iy the 53@, and whose j/o:y is in their
shame, who fﬁin&aéoufearfﬁ@ fﬁiry& ! ?ﬁiﬁﬁﬁmm 2:17-19

When one has the kingdom of God in him (the presence
of the Holy Spirit) though he is on this earth, he will know
he is not of this earth and thus, will set his affections on
things above where Christ is;
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”9}[ then you were raised fzyefﬁer with Christ, seek the fﬁinﬂy
that are above, where Christ is, seated on the @ﬁf hand of
God. Set your mind on the fﬁinyy that are ahove, not on the

fﬁinjy that are on the earth For you died, and Your life is
hidden with Christin God. " Colossians 3:4-3

D|SCUSS|0N N
v’ What was Jesus' definition

late itto wha
God? How do you re !
v’ What is the kingdom of the world? How d‘(?) yo
relate it with the temptation of Jesus by the devi t .
v/ What scriptures do you know talk abou

kingdom of God?

of the kingdom of
tyou have learned?
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The Church
The church refers to a called out group of persons from
darkness into light, with Christ as the main architect;

"9 also tell you that ‘you are Peter, { Peter's name, Pefros in
Greek, is the word. fom Jpeciﬁc rock orstone, Jand on this rock
{Greek, ﬁefm, a rock mass or hedrock, }9 will build my
assem @ and the  gates of Hades {or, Hell} will not /weum’/
againstit "Matthew 16:48

It is Christ who is building his church whiles we are his
building blocks or spiritual stones (however it could refer
to an individual)

"You also, as ﬁuinﬂ stones, are built up s inrifua [ house, to
hea ﬁo@ piﬂiexfﬁoo&/, to offer up inw'fua/mcriﬁcey, acceﬁfaé[e
to God1 fﬁrovyﬁ Yesus Christ. "1 Peter 2:5

If the church is a body and for that matter we are part of it,

we should be identified with it by fellowshipping with other
believers.
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DISCUSSION
v’ |s the church a puilding or a people? Give

reasons for your answer with scriptural support?

v' How did God progressively reveal his church to
us right from the time of Moses of Noah?

v' How many churches dowe have? Explain.
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Fellowship with other brethren

Fellowship with other brethren is very important in our
Christian life, since it teaches us about the oneness of
God,;

“thatwhich we have seen and heavd we declare to you, fﬁm‘yau
also may have fe//owyﬁip with us, Yes, and our fe/ﬁ)wyﬁiﬁ is
with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. " 1 John 1:3
also check Acts 2:42

This is why the early church did not play with fellowship at
all, for it reminds us that one day we will fellowship with
God and His angels in heaven. As the world is drawing to
a close, we need to continue in fellowship with one
another so that we can be of help to each other.
Fellowship also helps us to use our gifts for the benefit of
the church (body of Christ);

“not fo;ﬂm&inj our own ﬂyyeméﬁnﬂ f(yez‘ﬁer, as the custom of

some is, but exﬁorﬁry one another; and'so much the more, as

yousee the Day a/a/armcﬁinj, " Hebrews 10:25

1 B8



THE WORD OF GOD

DISCUSSION
v/ Whatis your understanding of fellowship?

v’ How often do you fellowship?
v" Which other scriptures talk about fellowship?
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Giving

Giving is the very foundation upon which the Christian
faith was built; check John 3:16. Giving is an expression
of love. Right from the day of Pentecost (when God gave
His spirit to the disciples) you would realize, giving or
sharing was an integral part of their daily fellowship with
one another;

”’fﬁey continued J‘fem/fm'@ in the a/aoyf/ey' feacﬁirg and
fe//awyﬁip, in the érea@'nj of bread, and praver. .. ‘
Aets 2:42-46

We as disciples of Christ are supposed to give without
strings attached. That is, we are taught to give liberally;

“how that in much /woof of affliction the abundance of their
oy and their p/eep froverty abounded to the riches of their
liberality. " 2 Corinthians 8:2

Bible teaches us to give to all men especially those of the
house hold of faith. When you become a believer, you
need to be closer to your spiritual family than the physical.
Therefore in giving, you need to consider the disciples of
Christ first; check Galatians 6:10
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DISCUSSION

v Why should giving be partofa believer?

v/ What are some of the things you can give?

v Why do some professing believers find it very
difficult to give unless they aré deceived by false

prophets?
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The Lord's supper (Communion)

The communion stands for the body and the blood of
Jesus which is the seal of the New Covenant
(Testament);

"As fﬁey were eﬁﬁ@, Yesus took bread, and when he had
blessed, he broke it, and gave to them, and said, "Take, eat

This is my éoa@. He took the cup, and when he had given

thanks, he  gave to them, Té@ all, &ﬁﬂ&méa/[ it He said o them,

"Thisis my hlood of the new covenant. . " Mark14:22-25

It establishes the fact that we ought to be part of the body
of Christ and to possess the life of Christ in us. The bread
stands for the former whiles the blood stands for the
latter. This is why it was very important to Christ that
anybody who wants to be His disciple had to partake of
the elements mentioned; check John 6:48-57

Since the bread was not supposed to be leavened, it
means His disciples are to live pure lives. As blood
signifies life, we are also expected to live the life of Christ
or else we cannot qualify to be His disciples. So taking the
elements must first of all be backed by the practice of it as
He made known to the early disciples. It also symbolizes
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the one body of Christ and as such cautions us to be one
in spirit. This is why Paul had to rebuke the Corinthian
church because some took the elements of the
communion without first discerning it (understanding
what it stood for);

"For he who eats and drinks in an anom‘@ manner eats ond
fﬁﬂin@jw@menf to himself, if he doesn't discern the Lord's
50@, "t Corinthians :29

Therefore as we take the elements of the communion, let
us always endeavor to understand and live according to
what it stands for.

DISCUSSION | |
v/ What is people's understanding of the Lord's

Supper (communion)’?
v’ How often should itb

v Do you partake
union)? Why and why not?

e taken and why?
in the Lord's supper

(comm
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The necessity of prayer

Do you know that the most important thing Christ's
disciples asked Him to teach them to do whiles He was on
earth was prayer?;

"9t ﬁa/y/aeneﬁ[ thatwhen he finished fraying ina certain p/ﬂce,
one of his pﬁyci/aéx said to him, "Lord, teach us to frray, just as
Yohn also fmyﬁf his ﬁﬁycip/ey. " Luke t:4

They asked Him to teach them to do it, but not just have a
head knowledge of it. You realize that Christ taught them
to concentrate much on the kingdom and others rather
than themselves. We are taught to ask more spiritual
things and less material just for our needs. That is why
Paul also taught it in 1Timothy 2:1-3;

"9 exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercessions, and givings 0/[ thanks, be made ﬁw all men: for
éinﬂy and all who are in 6@5 ﬁ/acey; that we may lead a
fmnqm’/ and qm'ef ﬁfe n a//jo/ﬁneyy and reverence, For this is
ﬂaa/ and. acce/afﬂé/e in fﬁeﬂ'ﬂﬁfof God our Savior; "

You see that first of all we do not need to concentrate on
ourselves just as Christ taught His disciples. The act of prayer

is supposed to be continuous;
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“Pray wifﬁoufcem‘inj, "t Thessalonians 5:(7

DISCUSSION
v/ What is prayer?

: -
v Do you know that prayerlessness isasin
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Loving one another
Love is the very nature of God;

"Ue who doesn't love doesn't know God, for God is love,"
1 9ohn 4:8

"We know and have believed the love which God has for us,

Go&/ is /oue, and he who remains in love remains in Gop[ and
God remainsin him, "1 John 4:46

If we therefore call ourselves children of God, then we
ought to also love as Jesus commanded His disciples;

"Thisis my commandment. fﬁm‘yau love one another, even as

9 have /()ue;/you, " Yohn 15:12

From Jesus' command we get the hint that our love
should be sacrificial and as such no strings should be
attached;

”ﬂy this we know love, hecause he laid down his ﬁfe }[or us,
And we mgﬁf fo /ay down our lves for the brothers."
1 9ohn 3:16
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If you do not love unconditionally then that means you are
not a true disciple of Christ, since the kind of love Christ
showed toward us was an unconditional one;

"But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we
were yetsinners, Christdiedfor us, " Romans 5:8

Though we are taught to love one another as Christians,
we are also supposed to love our enemies. We are to
learn this from our father who is in heaven, for He causes
it to rain on both the evil and the good. It will take love for
evil men to be saved. Therefore we are enjoined to love
our enemies;

"But 9 tell you, love your enemits, bless those who curse you,
do ﬂoo/ to those who hate you, and fray for those who
mistreat you and, pemecufe o, " Matthew iy also check
Luke 6:27
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DISCUSSION
v/ \What are the types of love you know?
v Which of them must a Christian manifest? And

why?
v |f a Christian does not manifest the love God

wants him to, will he go to hell?
v/ What other scriptures teaches us about the love

of God and also teaches US to love?
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EVANGELISM - OUR CALL

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, you need to make it your
responsibility to preach to others for their conversion.
This is so because, we have been given the commission
to do so;

"Ue said to them, "Go into all the world, and, /nﬂemﬁ the Good
News to the whole creation, " Mm%!é;lj

There is no way you can possess the fire of the Holy Spirit
and not evangelize the lost. The fire of the Holy Spirit
converts us into witnesses for our Lord and savior Jesus
Christ. In essence, for maximum impact in evangelism we
need the power of the Holy Spirit;

"But you will receive fpower when the 7—/0@ Spim’f has come
ufon you, You will he witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all
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Yudea and Samaria, and to the uttermost pmﬂfy 0][ the earth, "
Acts 1.8

Bear in mind you became a believer simply because
someone in one way or the other preached the gospel to
you. For others to also hear the gospel and to heed its
call, you have to make it your duty to present it to them;

"How then will fﬁey call on him in whom fﬁey have not
believed? How will fﬁey believe in him whom fﬁ@ have not
heard? Howwill fﬁ@ hearwithouta /weacﬁer? And howwill
fﬁey /wemﬁ unless fﬁ@ aresent? ... " Romans (0:44-(5

Evangelism goes to a large extent to reveal our level of
love for God and for our neighbor. You cannot claim to
love God when you do not get involved in the main reason
why God sent His only begotten son. Likewise you cannot
claim to love your neighbor when you cannot warn him to
come out of his sins;

"On some have compassion, ma@'ry a distinction, and some

save, mafcﬁiry them out of the five with fear, ﬁaﬁnﬂ even the
c/bfﬁinj stained | @ the f/efﬁ, " Yude 22-23
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DISCUSSION
v Are we really serious about evangelism these

days?
v’ |s evangelisma pre—requisite to entering heaven?
v/ How can you be an effective tool in the hands of

God for evangelism?
v/ What other scriptures talk about the need for

evangelism?
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Heaven aplace you must not miss

Heaven is the abode of our heavenly father and that is the
place where all His disciples will spend eternity. Because
of the importance of heaven and our Christian hope,
Jesus had to talk about it to His disciples;

"From that fime, Jesus éej&m fo /Weacﬁ, and to say, "Re/aenf/
For the 7<inﬂﬁ/0m of Heaven is at hand." Matthew 4:17als0
check Matthew 5:20

There is coming a day that all our suffering on this earth
will be over (for we will go and be with our Lord Jesus
Christin heaven). This is the hope of a true disciple of our
Lord and savior Jesus Christ;

“for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne 5'66/7%31%’
them, and leads them to springs of waters of life. And God will
wiﬁe away every tear ﬁﬂom their eyes. " Revelation 7:47 also
check Revelation 2.4

Jesus however made it clear it is only those who are pure
or live in total obedience to the word of God who will find a
place there. There is no way Christ will entertain rebels in
heaven;
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"Blessed are those who have heen pem'ecufe/ for rijﬁfeoumeﬁ'
sake, for theirs is the 7<inj;4)m of Heaven.” Matthew 5:10
also check Matthew 5:8

Because of this hope we have as believers, we need to
constantly keep ourselves pure;

“Everyone who has this ﬁo/ae seton him puriﬁey himself, even
as heis fure. "1 John 3:3

Also, in order not to lose focus of the fact that we are just
pilgrims on this earth, we need to make this our prayer;

"May the Lord direct ‘your hearts into the love of God, and
intothe fpatience of Christ" 2 Thessalonians 3:5

It is those who fear God and obey His commandments
who will gain entrance into the kingdom of God.
Therefore in everything we do let us remember the advice
of Solomon;

"This is the end of the matter, Al has been heard, Fear God,
and Kee/y his commandments; for this is the whole &ﬁ@ of man,
For God will Minj every work info jw@menf, with every
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hidden thin
9, whether it is qood, o
Fcclesinstes 12:03-12 e whelfer 1t s el

DISCUSSION
v/ \What were some of the teachings of Christ

concerning heaven?
v’ What were the teachings of the prophets in the
Old Testament and the apostles in the New

Testament concerning heaven?
v’ How does heaven look like according to what

you know from the scriptures?
v Who are those whose names are written in the

book of life?
v How does the road which leads to heaven look

like?
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Hell aplace you must not go

Hell was not created for you and I, but for Satan and the
other fallen angels who rebelled against God. This is a
place of torment for all the disobedient awaiting final
judgment when they will be thrown into the lake of fire;

"The sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and Hades
{or, Hell} gave up the dead who were in them. Tﬁ@ were

jm@ep[ each one accomﬁ@ to his works.” Revelation 20:13
also check Matthew 25:41

Because of the horrible nature of the place, Christ always
admonished His disciples to radically overthrow sin in
their lives;

”9/[ your rijﬁf eye causes you to stumble, ﬁfucé it out and
throw itaway from you. Foritismore ﬁroﬁ'fa% for "you that
one ofyomﬂ members should periyﬁ, than for "your whole éw@
to be cast into Geherma" Matthew 5:29 also check
Matthew (8.9

The value of your soul is more than the whole world put
together. Will it therefore be wise to trade your soul for
even the subsets of things on earth?;
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"For what does it pmﬁ'f a man, o gain the whole world, and
forfeit his life?" Mark 836

Sin, no matter the degree will take any body to hell fire.
That is why it should not be entertained. Some of the sins
that will take many to hell fire and eventually the lake of
fire are;

"Even as fﬁey refm‘ep/ to have God in their ﬁnawﬁ%@e, God
gave them upton repméﬂfe mind, todo those fﬁinﬂy which are
not ﬁffznﬂ, éeinﬂ filled with all Mn@ﬁfeow'neﬂ, sexual
immom/@, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, ﬁf// 0][
envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil habifs, secref slanderers,
backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, ﬁmyﬁ@, hoastful,
inventors of evil fﬁinjy, disobedient fo farents, without
un/em‘famﬁ@, covenant breakers, without natural ﬂﬁ[ecﬁon,
unﬁ:yiuinﬂ, unmeiﬂcifué who, Knowinj the ordinance 0/[ God,
that those who fractice such fﬁinjy are worf@ of death, not
on@ do the same, but also approve of those who fractice
them.” Romans 1:28-32 also check Revelation 21:8:
Revelation 22:(5; Galatians 5:19-21
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DISCUSSION

v/ Whatis the description of hell?

v’ What is the difference between hell and the lake
of fire?

v/ What are some of the contemporary sins that will
land many in hell fire?

v’ Are you identified with one of those sins?

' How does the road which leads to el look like?
v’ How does one walk in the spirit?
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Suffering for Christ's sake
When you seek first the kingdom of God, then surely you
will suffer persecution;

", lut he will receive one hundred mes more now in this
time, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land,
with pem'ecufiom'; and in the age fo come eternal ﬁfe, “Wark
10:28-30als0 check John 7.7

Christ made us aware that so far as men hated Him, they
will also hate us and persecute us simply because we are
His followers;

"Remember the word that 9 said fo you: "A servant is not
greater than his lord" 9f fﬁey pem'ecufe/ me, fﬁey will also
pem'ecufe you, 9][ fﬁey ﬁepz‘ my word, fﬁey will Kee/? yours
also, " John 15:20

This prophecy of Christ was vividly manifested in the life
of the early disciples;

”‘fﬁey therefore /eﬂarfe&/ from the [oresence of the council,
rejoicing that fﬁey were counted wom‘@ to suffer dishonor for
Jesus'name, " Acts 5: 41
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Paul makes us to understand that by the reason of the
power that is working within us, persecution will be the
automatic consequence;

"Therefore don't be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,
nor of me his [risoner; but endure ﬁmﬂ&éﬁiﬂ for the Good
News ﬂccomﬁ’ry tothe frowerof God,"2 Wmof@ 18

Therefore he said that everyone that will like to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution;

"UYes, and all who desire to live ﬂm@ in Christ Jesus wi//mﬁ[er
persecution. 2 Wmof@ 13:42

And because he himself led a godly life, he was able to
predict to the disciples at Thessalonica that they were
going to be persecuted and truly that prediction came to
pass;

“that no one be moved @ these a}%’cﬁomz For "you know that
weare aﬁﬁaz’nfevf to this task, Formostcertain @, when we were
with you, we told you beforehand that we are to suffer
affliction, even as it ﬁaﬁpeneaf and Yyou know. .. "
( Thessalonians 3:3-5
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y

DISCUSSION
v’ Do professing disciples view suffering for Christ's

sakeasa blessing?
v’ Are you living a godly life in Christ devoid of lies

and hypocrisy?
v/ What other scriptures show that a true disciple

must suffer for his faith in Christ?
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The faith on trial
If you claim to be a true disciple of Christ then surely your
faith in Christ will be tested in one way or the other;

"that the proof O@OW faith, which is more [orecious than jo/p/
that pem’yﬁey even fﬁooyﬁ it is tested @ fire, may be found to
result in ﬁmiye, j/o@, and honor at the revelation 0}[ Desus
Christ" tPeter 1.7

The writer of 1Peter in this letter is trying to make us
understand the necessity of our faith being tested.
Though the testing is not at all pleasant at first sight, it
however brings about tremendous spiritual blessings to
the individual just as Paul also makes us to know (it works
patience in our lives);

"Not on@ this, but we also rejoice in our yuﬁ[erinﬂy, énowinj
that J‘Mﬁ[el"il’}ﬂ works fperseverance; and frerseverance, froven
character; and [rroven character, ﬁo/?e: and ﬁope doesn't
ﬁﬁm/.'pm'nf us, hecause God's love has been ﬁomﬂep/ out into our
hearts fﬁrmgﬁ the 740@ S/airif who was given to us, !

Romans 5:3-5

To the Corinthian church, Paul made them aware that
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there was coming a time that their faith was going to be
tried in fire to know what sought of material it was made
of;

“Forno one can /ay any other foundation than thatwhich has
been laid, which is Yesus Christ. But if anyone builds on the
foundation with jO[é{ silver, coy@ stones, wood, ﬁ@, or
stubble; each man's work will be revealed. For the 77@ will

declare it, hecause it is revealed in fire;
(Corinthians 3:(1-15

Paul was a man who suffered a lot of persecution, but did
not allow it to stop him from running the Christian race
well. He could boldly declare to the church in Rome that;

“... For 9 am pemwwﬁ%[ that weither death, nor life, nor
mfyeﬁ', nor ﬁrincipaﬁfiey, nor fﬁinﬂy ﬁrej'em‘, nor fﬁi@y fo
come, nor fowers, nor ﬁeiﬂﬁz‘, nor p/e/afﬁ, norany other created
fﬁinﬂ, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ esus our Lord. " Romans 835~ 39

Let us also bear in mind that we will also be tested or tried
for our faith just as the Hebrew boys' own was tried. In
that scenario, the glory of God was revealed in the midst
of their trial;
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"o answered, Look, 9 see fomﬂ men loose, wa/ﬁi@ in the
midst of the five, and fﬁey have no hurt; and the aspect of the
fourthis like a son of the jw&. “Daniel3:25

There is therefore tremendous benefit that will accrue to

us when we pass through persecutions and trials for
Christ's sake.

USSION | |
|3/lsﬁo men know Of the benefit of suffering for

Christ? N )
v’ Do they know thatitis a pre-requ131te to make

to heaven? | ]
v’ Whatare the scriptures that attest to this fact

i ?
v Do you bear the marks of Christ on you
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Disciples indeed
Jesus taught that those who keep his commandments
really abide in His love. Therefore to abide in the love of

Christ, you need to keep His sayings and
commandments;

"Qj[you Keep my commandments, you will remain in my love;
evenas 9 have &e/?f my Father's commandments, and remain
in his love, " Yohn 15:10 also check John 12:2 3-24

These are a gist of Christ's sayings and teachings;

”Seeinj the multitudes, he went ufy onto the mountain. When
he had sat down, his ﬁﬁycip/ey came to him. He aﬁenef/ his
mouth and fmgﬁf them, saying,. .. Fven so, let your @ﬁf
shine ée/[ore men; that fﬁ@ may see your ﬂoo/ works, and
ﬂﬁm’@ your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:1-16 also
check Luke 6:20-49; Luke 14:40-14, 26-33; John 9:5

"Most cerfain@, 9 fe//you, ifa ferson kee/ﬁ' my word, he will
neversee death. " John 851

Jesus also taught that those who continue in His
teachings are indeed His disciples. An important point to
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note here is that spiri
piritual stagnation i i .
tolerated in the sight of God; s @ sinandtis not

N,
Wh ins in hi
oever remains in him doesn't sin, Whoever sins hasn'f

seen him, neither knows him."
" 190hn 3:6 als
15:4-10; John 842, 29~36; John 11;9303 ol ek ol

DISCUSSION
v/ Which other scriptures admonishes us t0 keep all

the sayings and commandments of Christ?

v' According to the standards set by Christ, are we
his disciples indeed?

v \What steps are you going to take from today in

the face of what you have heard?
v/ Whatis your understanding of this scripture:
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No man can know the totality of His being, but can only
progress in the knowledge of Him as He reveals Himself
to him by the agency of His spirit. The clear definitions of
God are;

v God is one; "Hear, Israel: Yahweh is our God; Yahweh is one:"
ﬂem‘emnomy 6:4 " Now a mediator is not between one, but Godis
one. " Galatians 3:20

v Godis love; "He who doesn 't love doesn'Fknow God, for Godis love, "
19ohn 4:8

v Godis @ﬁf “his is the message which we have heard from him and
announce to you, that God'is /ijﬁf, andin him is no darkness atall "
1 90hn 5

v Godisa consuming fire; "For Yahweh your God'is a &/euowiry
fire, a jea/om’ God." Deuteronomy 4:24 “for our God is a
consuming fire. Hebrews12:29

v’ God'is a Jfoim'f; "God is ;pm'f, and those who wom'ﬁip him must
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wom’ﬁi/ﬁ in Jﬁirifam/ truth." John 4:24

Fr '

om the above definitions of God, you come t

appreci , .

ppreciate the fact that mortal man cannot and should n Ot
o]

try to bottle God. He i
. He is the ,
things. creator and sustainer of all

DISCUSSION
v/ Can any man know God by himself?

v How does God look like?
v |sitasintotryto bottle God? Give reasons.

v Why should | know the definitions of God?
v How can | apply them to my life as am created in

His image? Give scriptural backing.
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The Godhead

Remember we have already established in our previous
lesson that God cannot be put in a straitjacket. Whatever
we know about Him now is only partial knowledge until He
appears to take us home. Therefore whatever we need to
know that we were not privileged to know shall be made
clear;

“For now we see in a mirror, p/zm@ butthen face to face. Now
9 know in pmﬂf, but then 9 will know ﬂf@, even as 9 was also
ﬂf@ known. "t Corinthians (3:42

There is nothing impossible for God to do. He is able to do
things which beat the imaginations of men, but can only
be grasped by faith in His word. Even though God is one,
He in His own eternal purpose and sovereignty chose to
reveal Himself in three different ways as though He is
separate and distinct from Himself in the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit and yet He is the same God (eternally existing
as the Godhead) for His own redemptive purpose;

"Therefore 90, and make pﬁs‘ciﬁ[ey of all nations, Mﬁfizinﬂ

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 7—/0@
Sﬁim‘, “Matthew 2819 also check Romans €:20; Acts 17:29
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DISCUSSION
v \What are the various views about the Godhead?

v’ What s your understanding of the Godhead as it
relates to scripture and the role that understanding

plays in your life?
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The Son of God

Jesus Christ according to scripture is the son of God as
well as God Himself. How this is able to happen | cannot
explain by my mortal limitation, but by faith | believe this
truth with all my heart;

"Thomas answered him, "7&@ Lord and my God!l"
John 20:28

Scripture teaches that during His journeying on this earth
for our redemption, He was the embodiment of the
Godhead;

"For in him all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bo ﬁé@, "
Colossians 2:9 also check 2 Corinthians 549

And without any controversy whatsoever (although many
may argue), He is the accredited name by which anyone
no matter his or her status and stature must be saved,;

"There is salvation in none other, for neither is there any other

name under ﬁeauen, that is ﬂiuen amaong men, @ which we
must besaved” Acts 4:42
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DISCUSSION
v’ Do you believe Jesus Christ is the son of God

and atthe same time God?

v/ What is the testimony of men about Him?

v/ What makes Jesus Christ peculiar from all other
men such that it is only by His name that one can be

saved?
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The Holy Spirit
He is the Spirit of God or Christ. In other words He is God
Himself, for God is Spirit and His Spirit is holy;

"God is inm‘, and those who wom‘ﬁi/a him must wom‘ﬁi/y in
inrifan/ truth," John 4:24 also check 2 Corinthians 3:47

The Holy Spirit is the seal of the redemption of man;

“who also sealed us, and gave us the down fpayment of the
\S'ﬁirif in our hearts,” 2 Corinthisns 1:22 also check
Epﬁeﬁam‘ 1:13; E/aﬁeyiam'z;:j()

Therefore if any one does not possess the Holy Spirit or
the life of Christ, then he has no business proclaiming
Himself to be a son of God;

“But you are notin the flesh but in the Spirit, ifitisso thatthe
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if any man doesn't have the
\S’/airifo][ Christ. heis not his, " Romans 6’:9
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DISCUSSION
v Why is the Holy Spirit God?
v’ What role does the Holy Spirit play in the

redemption of man?
v’ \What are some of the symbol
Holy Spirit in the Bible? Give scrip

s used to depict the
tural backing for

your answer.
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WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW

Christ Jesus (who is the good shepherd), taught His
disciples who a good shepherd really is;

"9 am the joo/ J’ﬁepﬁem[ The joo/ J'ﬁepﬁer;/ lays down his
life for the J'ﬁeep, He who is a hived hand, and not a J'ﬁefoﬁem[
who doesn't own the J'ﬁeep, sees the wolf coming, leaves the
J'ﬁeefo, and flees. The wolf snatches the J'ﬁeep, and scatfers
them. The hired hand f/eey because he is a hived hand, and
dvesn'tcare for the J'ﬁeep. 9am the ﬂooa/yﬁepﬁem[ 9 know my

own, and 9'm known @ my own; " Yohn 10:11-14

First and foremost we know from Christ that a good
shepherd is one who lays down his life for the sheep. This
means that a good shepherd should love the sheep by
sacrificing himself for it. In applying this to a leader in the
church, he must live a sacrificial life for the sake of the
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sheep just as the apostles did;

"Behold, this is the third time 9 am rem@ to come to you, and
9 will not be a burden to you; /[or 9 seek not your ﬁoyyeyyiom',

ém‘ym Forthe children oogﬁf not to save up for the farents,

but the farents for the children. 9 will moyfj/m@ J/?em/ and
he spent for 'your souls, 9 9 love  you more aéwm/an@, am 9

loved the less? But be it so, 9 did not myyeﬁ[ burden you. But,

éeinﬂ cm@, 9 cmgﬁf you with ﬁ/ecepﬁon, Did 9 take

mﬁmm‘@e of you @ anyone of them whom 9 have sent to
yow? 9 exhorted Titus, and 9 sent the brother with him. Did
Titus take any m/mnf@e 0@00{? Didn'twe walk in the same
ypim’f? Didn't we walk in the same J'fepj'? " 2 Corinthians
124418 also check t Thessalonians 2:8

The good shepherd must know that his main tools to aid
him in carrying out his mandate is the rod and the staff,
which is the word of God;

"Ynhweh is my yﬁeﬁﬁemﬂ 9shall /acénafﬁiry, He makes me
lie down in green /myfurey, He leads me beside still waters. He
restores my soul. He jm’&/ey me in the /?m%' of riﬂﬁfeaumeﬂ
for his name's sake, Fven fﬁooyﬁ 9 wa/ﬁfﬁm@ﬁ the m/@ of
the shadow of death, 9 will fear no evil] for you are with me.
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Your rod and your staff. fﬁey comfort me. You forefoare 4
table before me in the [resence of my enemies. You anoint my
head with oil. My cup runs over. \S’m'e@ ﬂoopﬁmy and| /0w’nﬂ
kindness shall follow me all the ﬁ/ayy of my life, and Jwill dwell

in Yahweh's house forever. " Psalm 23

He is therefore charged not to hide anything that will be
beneficial to the salvation of those who hear him (the
flock). That is, he must make known to them the whole
counsel of God,;

”Eue:y wriﬁry im/yire/ @ God { ﬁfem@, God-breathed} is
ﬁmﬁfaé[e for feacﬁinj, for repmo}{ for corvection, and for
instruction which is in riﬂﬁfeoofmeﬂ, "2 Wmof@ 346 also
cﬁecéﬂlcﬁ'zo:27

The shepherd must know that he is a watchman over the
flock of God and as such his own salvation is also
dependent on the kind of message or food he gives to the
flock of God (if he gives them poison to die he will be
judged, and if he nourishes them he will be rewarded);

"Pay attention fo youm‘eé{ and to your feacﬁinj. Continue in
these fﬁi@y, for in /oinj fﬁiyyou will save hoth y(mmﬁ[ and
thosewho hear "you, “1 Timof@ 4:16
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Psalm 23 should be clearly understood by every true or
good shepherd. From this psalm we realize that the
needs of the flock come on top of the priority of the
shepherd and also identifies with the problems of the
flock. In simple terms love is the motivation of every good
shepherd, as he is not in to profit from the sheep.

A good shepherd shares fellowship with the flock, just as
Christ shared fellowship with His disciples. From our
lesson in psalm 23, no good shepherd will give the flock
food without water. The leader after he has fed the sheep
with the word of God, he is also expected to intercede for
them;

"My little children, of whom 9 am again in travail until
Christ is forme/ n you " Galations 4:19 also check Colossians
1:9; Romans 1:9; Epﬁeﬁam‘ 14516, 1 Thessalonians €:2; 2
Wmof@ 1:3; Philemon 4

Every good leader therefore must be a very serious
intercessor. It is the intercession that will help them easily
assimilate the word of God, just like water does
indigestion. Without intercession or prayer in the life of
the shepherd, he will only preach letters which will lead to
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the death of the flock. Christ was an intercessor and still
is;

"“Who is he who condenms? 9t is Christ who died, e rather,
who was raised from the dead, who is at the @ﬁf hand of God,

who also makes infercession for us. " Romans 8:34

The heartbeat of the shepherd should be to guard the
flock from wolves in sheep skin;

"Take heed, fﬁereﬁw, fo youm‘e/uey, and to all the /[/ock, n
which the Wo@ Spim’f has made - you overseers, fo J‘ﬁeﬁﬁerﬁ/
the m‘yemé@ of the Lovd and God which he ﬁmﬂcﬁmw/ with
his own blood For 9 know that ﬂﬁ‘er my p@parfwe, vicious
wolves willenterin among yo, nof;/miﬂinj the ]%c& WMen will
arise ﬁﬂom among your own 5’6/1/€J‘, Jﬁea@'nﬂ ﬂerverye fﬁi@y,
to draw away the vﬁ'ycip/ey after them Therefore watch,
rememéerinj that for a pem’a&/ of three years 9 didn't cease to
admonish everyone niﬂﬁfam/ f/ay with tears. " Acts 20:28-31

These wolves are the false teachers and prophets,
whose messages have the potential of leading the flock
astray. Therefore it is the duty of the good shepherd to
identify these false prophets and teachers in order to

1 98



WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW

evict them from the church or guard the flock from those
who are without. The wolves according to Paul are
earthly minded;

"Brothers, be imitators foyefﬁer of me, and note those who
walk this Wary, even as you have us for an emm/?/e, For many
walk, of whom 9 fo/;/you often, and now fe@ow even weefiing,
as the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction,
whose ﬂo/ is the 53@, and whose jﬁ)@ is in their shame, who
think about emﬂfﬁ@ z%injy, ! ?ﬁi/i/a/aiam‘j:!} 19

If they are earthly minded then that means they are not
teaching the kingdom, and neither are they making the
kingdom of God their top most priority. The kingdom of
God is not materialism (meat and drink). Owing to the
infiltration of false prophets these days, the true
shepherd's eyes should always be filled with tears for the
sheep because of love for them;

“Arise, cry out in the niﬂﬁz‘, at the é@inninﬂ of the watzhes;
Pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord. Lift
up your hands toward him for the ﬁ'fe O@OW youny children,
that faint for ﬁunﬂer at the head of every street.”
Lamentations 2:49
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"My eye runs down with streams of water, for the destraction
of the ;/mgﬁfer of my /woﬁ/e, " Lamentation 3:48

There is no way a good shepherd can lead the flock if he
does not know his bearing. The reason why messages on
holiness are dying out these days is simply because the
leaders themselves are not living holy lives. If a blind man
leads his fellow, this is what happens;

"Leave them alone. ‘Tﬁey are blind ﬂui/ey of the blind, 9f the
M’m/yw’/e the biind, bothwill fallinfo a pit” Matthew (5:14

We can therefore preach holiness when we are holy
ourselves. If we are able to deal with our sins then we can
also deal with that of others;
" You @/?acm’fe/ First remove the heam out of your own
eye, and then You can see c/emﬂ@ to remove the Jpecé out 0f
your éroz%er'yeye, "“Matthew 7:3-5

However, a good shepherd must manifest the fruit of the
spirit as is very vital in helping him carry out his duties;

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, Jjoy. peace, patience,
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kindness A .
, goodness, faith,gentleness . ,
Galafians 5:22-26 gentleness, and sef-confro...”

DISCUSSION

v’ Whoisa shepherd?

v’ Who s a good shepherd?

v/ Who s abad shepherd?

v/ What scriptures differentiate the good shepherd

from a wolf in sheep clothing?
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Humility and servanthood

God is very much opposed to pride. It was pride that led
to the downfall of Lucifer. Scripture tells us about the way
God views pride;

”Eue;yone who is pmw/ in heart is an abomination to

Yahweh: fﬁey shall ce;ﬂfain@ not e anuniyﬁeﬁ[ " Proverhs
16:5 also check 9ames 2:6

From our lesson on grace, we learned that it is the
empowerment to depart from iniquity so that we can fulfill
our mission on earth. However, to get this grace we need
to be humble. It was through humility that God gave man
redemption from sin;

"And éeinj found in human form, he humbled himself,
éecomi@ obedient to death, yes, the death of the cross.”
f’ﬁiﬁ/ﬂ/ﬂi&myz’g

We must also learn from our savior to be humble. Let us

bear in mind that humility is a choice but is also a pre-
requisite for our healing or deliverance;
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”i}[my peop/e, who are called @ my name, shall humble
themselves, and) [ray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will 9 hear from heaven, and will fo:yiue
theirsin, andwill healtheir land. " 2 Chronicles 7:14

Christ therefore taught His disciples what humility entails
and the fact that, if one is not humble, he will not be able
to gain eternal life;

"Most ce%fm’n@ 9 tell you, whoever will not receive the
Kirypfom of God like a little child, he willin no way enter info
it" Mm%m:lﬁ also check Matthew (8:4

Disciples of Christ are therefore supposed to humble
themselves as a matter of necessity. We are taught by
the apostles to also be humble so we can serve one
another;

", bhutin ﬁumiﬁ@, each counting others hetter than himself;
each 0@0% nofjwf /00@'@ fo his own fﬁinﬂy, bhut each 0@0%
also to the fﬁinjy of others, Have this in  your mind, which was
alsoin Christ Jesus. .. " Y]ﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬂm 2:2-8

It is however important to note that humility is a command
that all true disciples of Christ must obey, for in heaven no
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proud person is found there. As the point has already

been made clear, humility is the path way to making

spiritual progress as taught by the Apostles Paul, James
and Peter;

"Therefore God also ﬁyﬁ@ exalted him, and [ gave to him the

name which is above every name; ! Pﬁiﬁ'ppiﬂm 2:9 also check
James 4:40;( Peter 5:6

And this is through sacrifice (selflessness), just like our
savior made Himself of no reputation.

DISCUSSION B |
v Whatis the Biblical definition of pride?

_— o
v’ Whatis the Biblical definition of humility?
v/ What makes men proud?

?
v/ \What makes us humble? | ;
v/ What s the difference between being humble an

' d?
being humbled by Go | r
v V\gIJhat other scriptures talk about the necessity fo

a believer to be humble?
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The message of a good shepherd
To help us know what goes on in the church of God, we
need to use the churches in Asia as a case study;

"the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in my @ﬁf
hand, and the seven ﬂoﬂ/en /am/ufam& The seven stars are
the anﬂeﬁ' of the seven assemblies, The seven /f:mpyfamé' are
seven assemblies, " Revelation :20

The church in Ephesus
"Tothe mye/ of the m’emé@ in T:pﬁemy write: "He who holds
the seven stars in his :ﬂyﬁf hand, he who Wﬂ/@'amory the seven
ﬂafp/en /ampyfamé' says these fﬁiryy: 9 know ' your works, and
your toil and ferseverance, and that you can 't tolerate evil
men, and have fested those who call themselves ﬂ/wyf[e o and
fﬁey arenot, and foundthem false.... " Revelation 2:4-7

In Ephesus the believers were taught to labour for the
Lord, to be patient, reprove evil, evict false apostles but
left their first love though they hated the deeds of the
Nicolaitans. From this church we can learn that a good
shepherd is supposed to teach the flock to labour for God
in love;
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"For Godis not unrijﬁfeaw, soasto ﬂaiyefyomﬂ work and the
labor of love which  you showed toward his name, in that ' you
served the saints, andstill do serve them, " Hebrews 6:40

The good shepherd is also supposed to teach the flock to
be obedient to God's word and be patient in all things,
waiting for the promises of God,;

“But you did follow my feacﬁiry, conduct, furfose, faith,
fpatience, love, steadfastness," 2 %’mof@ 3:40

We as leaders are not supposed to be part-takers of evil
but to dissociate ourselves from them and to expose
them;

“Have no /[e//owyﬁip with the unfruitful works of darkness, but

rather even reprove them. " E/aﬁeyiam' Sl

It is the duty of the good shepherd as already delved into
in our previous lesson to identify wolves in sheep cloths
and to guard the flock from such;

"Take heed, fﬁerefore, fo yaum‘e/uey, and to all the f/bck, in
which the ?/0@ \S’pirif has made  ou overseers, fo J'ﬁeﬁﬁem/ the
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ﬂyyemé@ of the Lovd and God which he pmﬂcﬁme/ with his
own blood . .. " Acts 20:28~31

Good shepherds teach their flock to maintain their love
for God as they believed and to also abound in that same
love of God;

"But whoever &ee/ﬁ' his word, God's love has most cem‘ain@
been /wrfecfe/ in him, This is how we know that we are in
him: "1 John 2:5 also check 2 Thessalonians 3.5

The leader is also expected to help every member of the
church to identify their role in the body of Christ and to
function as such;

"But to each one is given the manmifestation of the Spirit for
the ﬁroﬁfofa/[ “t Corinthians 127

DISCUSSION
v/ Can you see such a churc

v’ Are you that type of church?

h in our time?
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The church in Smyrna
"Tothe anje/ of the aﬂemé@ in Smyrnawrite: "The firstand
the last, who was dead, and has come to life says these fﬁiryy: 9
know your works, oppreﬁ'ion, anﬁ/yomﬂ /?auei@ (i Mfyou are
rich), and the é/mﬁﬁemg 0][ those who say fﬁey are Jews, and
fﬁey are not, bhut are a synagogue of Satan..."
Revelation 2:8-11

From this church we find out that though they were a poor
church (financially) they were able to endure tribulation.
The good shepherd therefore is the one who arms the
flock against persecutions for righteousness sake;

") have fo/n/you these fﬁinjy, that in me you may have peace.
I the world you have op/areﬂion; but cheer M/a./ 9 have
overcome theworld. " John 16:33

He also teaches them to endure hardship as good
soldiers who are in combat and as such must suffer for
their savior because of the power which works in them;

"You therefore must endure ﬁamﬁ‘ﬁi/a, as o ﬂao/ soldier of
Christ esus,” 2 77;4401‘@ 2:3
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DISCUSSION
v  Can you identify such a church in our days”?

v’ Are you prepared to suffer for your faith in

Christ?
v/ Have you ever suffered for righteousness sake?
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The church in Pergamum
"To the m’ye/ of the m‘yemé@ in Pergamum write: "He who
has the J‘ﬁmﬂﬁ ﬁvo~e¢@evf5wom/y@y these fﬁiryf: 9 know your
works and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is, You
hold| ﬁrm@ to my name, and didn 'fp/eny my faith in the days
of?(nfi/my my witness, my {aithfulone, whowas killed among
you, where Satan dwells. . . " Revelation 24217

This was a church which held fast the name of Christ and
did not deny him in the face of persecution. Christ
however had these against them in that, they tolerated
false doctrine and robbed the people of their priestly
duties. From this church we are made to understand that
leaders are to prepare their flock to be steadfast in their
love and devotion to Christ and to withess Him before
men no matter the cost;

"But whoever denies me before men, him 9 will also /eny
before my Fatherwhoisin heaven. " Matthew 10,33

A good shepherd is supposed to check the teachings that

go on in the church. He is also supposed to maintain
sound doctrine by rightly dividing the word of truth;
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" be urgent in season and out of season; reprove, reluke,
and exhort, with all paﬁenca and’ feacﬁinj, For the time will

come when fﬁey will not listen fo the sound doctrine, ...
2 Timof@ 4405

They are also expected to encourage their members to

use their spiritual gifting and call, to the benefit of the
whole church;

"Butto each one is given the manifestation of the \S"'/aizﬂiffor the
ﬁmﬁf of all." 1 Corinthians 12:7

D|SCUSS|0N ]
v What is the doctrine of Balaam* | ]
v What is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans
v How is it manifesting these days?
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The church in Thyatira
"To the arye/ of the m‘emé@ in T@aﬁm write: "The Son of
God, who has his eyes like a ffame 0}[ ﬁ're, and his feef are like
burnished brass, says these fﬁinﬂy: 9 know your works, your
love, faith, service, fatient, endurance, and that your lnst
works are more than the ﬁ'm‘f, . " Revelation 2:18-23

From this church we understand they show love, they
serve, they are faithful and patient. These we have
already touched on in other lessons. God however was
not happy with them because His institution and criteria of
leadership was violated. We as leaders therefore should
be careful how we appoint leadership as we will be held
accountable one day. We are not supposed to allow
women to exercise authority over men (but should be
actively involved in ministry) though they can do so with
their fellow women and children. Without any gender
prejudice, | believe this is God's ordained system of
leadership in the church;

“lef your wives Keeﬁ silent in the assemblies, for it has not heen
ﬁermiffe/ ﬂw them fo Jﬁeaé; but let them be in J'M@'ecﬁon, as
the loaw also says. 9/[ fﬁey desire to learn a@fﬁinﬂ, let them ask
their own hushands at home, for itis shameful for a woman fo

chatterin the ammé@, . A Corinthians 14:34~38
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”'B f ) .
W;; 9 don't ﬁermn‘ a woman to teach, nor to exercise
om@ overaman, butto bein z/uiefneyy, "1 Wmof@ 2:42

DISCUSSION
v What is the Biblical stand on women in

leadership?
v Whatisthe Biblical stand on women in ministry?

v’ Whatwere the teachings of Jezebel?
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The church in Sardis

"And to the fmﬂe/ of the aﬂemé@ in Sardis write: "He who
has the seven S/aim‘y of God, and the seven stars sty these
fﬁinﬂy: "9 know your works, that you have a re/?ufﬂﬁon 0/[
éeinﬂ alive, but ' you are dead, Wake u/v, and | Keep the fﬁinﬂy
that remain, which  you were ahout to throw away, for 9 have
found no works of Yours perfecfe/ before my God..."
Revelation 3:4-6

The main problem God had with this church was that,
their works were not perfect before Him. It is interesting to
note that God even pronounces a curse on those who do
His work anyhow as revealed in the Old Testament;

"Cursed be he who does the work 0][ Yahweh nfy/ijen@; and

cursed be he who Keeﬁy back his sword from hlvod."
Yeremiah 48:10

Leaders are therefore expected to teach their flock to be
diligent in their work for God and to live perfect lives since
Christ is coming for a church without spot or wrinkle;

"that he n@ﬁf fresent the ammé@ to himself ﬂforiom@, not
ﬁauinﬂ Jpof orwrinkle or any such fﬁiry; but that it should be
ﬁo@ andwithout blemish,” E/aﬁeyiﬂm' 5:27
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DISCUSSION
v’ \What does itmean to be perfect pefore God?

v |s there any consideration for anyone into

heaven apart from living a pure life?
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The church in Philadelphia

"To the mye/ of the m’mmé@ n f’ﬁi/m/e/pﬁia write: "He who
is ﬁo@, he who is true, he who has the Key 0/[ David, he who
oeens and no one can shut, and who shuts and no one ofens,
says these fﬁinjy: 9 know your works (behold, 9 have set
hefore you an ofen door, which no one can shut), that you
have a (ittle power, and Keﬁf my word, and didn't ﬁ/ﬂ@ my
name. .. " Revelntion 3:7-13

Christ had nothing against this church simply because
they were faithful with the little strength He gave them.
Leaders are therefore expected to encourage their flock
to put to use the little gift or talent they have. God
continues to grace us with more of such if only we are
faithful with the little;

"Ue said to him, “Well done, Yyou ﬂoo/ servant! Because you
were found faithful with very little, you shall have am%om‘y

overten cities, " Luke 19:A7
This is one of the path ways to spiritual progress in the

Lord. If a good shepherd teaches these, his flock is set to
grow into maturity.
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DISCUSSION
v’ Why was God pleased with this church?

v/ What are the other path ways to spiritual

progress?
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The church of the Laodiceans
"Tothe anje/ of the aﬁemé@ in Laodicea write; "The Amen,
the Faithful and True Witness, the Head of God's creation,
says these fﬁinjy: 9 know your works, fﬁm‘yau areneither cold
nor hot. 9 wish You were cold or hot. So, because You are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, 9 will vomit you out o][
my mouth. .. " Revelation 3:44-22

This church was a church for the people in that, it was the
people who determined the kind of messages they
wanted to hear. This is clearly known by how Christ
addressed them. They could boast of so many physical
things but performed poorly on the scale of God. Leaders
in this age are supposed to be very careful as people
have itching ears according to prophesy;

"For the time will come when fﬁey will not listen to the sound
doctrine, but, ﬁaw’ry ifcﬁinﬂ ears, will ﬁeaﬁ up for themselves

teachers after their own lusts; and will furn away their ears

from the truth, andturn aside to fables. " 2 Wmof@ 4:3-4

The leader is therefore expected to check the motivations
of his heart very well, as it could determine the message
he delivers. As already learned in previous lessons, the

1118



WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW

path way to knowing the truth is to love God with all our
heart (searching for him with our all). People normally get
the type of leader they want. If they want to continue to
drink, they will get a leader who condones drinking and if
they want to continue to fornicate and commit adultery,
they will follow a leader who even has concubines.
However, a good leader should be a man who loves God,
and is loved by God. God will always give such a man
food for His people according to the need per time;

"The Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and wise steward,
whom his lord will sef over his household, to give them their
fortion of food atthe m‘jﬁf times?" Luke 12:42

DISCUSSION |
v’ Can you see 'Laodicean’ chur

v’ Are youa 'Laodicean’ yourself? |
v’ Ask God to show you how much you Weld

scale.

ches around you?

h on his
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Whataministermust flee from
A good shepherd should not be a man of greed;

"Thisisa fﬂil%ﬂf/)‘@il’lﬂ: i}[a man seeks the oﬁ%e 0}[an overseer
he desires a jao/ work, The overseer fﬁereﬁwe must be without
reﬁroacﬁ, the hushand of one wife, temprerate, sensible,
modest, ﬁwpifaé/e, ﬂoa/ at feacﬁiry; not a drinker, not
violent, nofﬂree@ for money, éufjenf/e, nafquarreé‘ome, not
covetous; "t Wmof@ 13:4~3

The love of money has caused so many leaders to depart
from the faith. The love of it makes one economical with
the truth just because of undue advantage;

"These are murmurers and cam/a/ﬁinem', wa/éinj aﬁ‘er their
lusts (and their mouth Jpea@' prow/ fﬁinjy], yﬁowiry rejpecf
ofperj'om' fo gaiin mﬁmnf@& "Yude 16

Paul therefore advised Timothy to flee from the love of

money for it is the genesis of all evil that happens to most
men,;
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... But those who are determined to be rich fall into a
temptation and a snave and many foolish and harmful lusts,
such as drown men in ruin and destraction, For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have been led astray
from the faith in their jreep[ and have /w'ercen/ themselves
fﬁmogﬁ with many sorrows. "1 Timof@ 6:5-10

What a man of God should pursue
The man of God is rather advised to chase after these;

“But you, man of God, flee these fﬁiryﬁ, and follow after
riﬂﬁfeoumeﬂ', jo//ineyy, faith, love, fatience, and ﬂenf[eneﬁz
?’iﬂﬁf the ﬂoop/ @ﬁf of faith. Lay hold of the eternal life to
which ) you were called, am/you confeﬁ'eﬁ/ the ﬂoo/ confeﬂ'ion n
fﬁeﬂ'ﬂﬁfof many witnesses. "1 Timof@ b: 1112

DISCUSSION
v’ Why is the love of m
v’ What are the virtues a S
after? |
v’ Which other scriptures >
ter certain virtues

hepherd to chase af - . |
S:/ gan you name certain individuals in the Blblde?who
were destroyed for the love of money and greed

oney the root of all evil?
hepherd must chase

instruct the good

r121



CHAPTER NINE

The rewards of a shepherd

Jesus Christ during his stay on earth raised disciples who
would later continue with His legacy. An important prayer
He prayed to the father was that those He gave Him, He
had been able to keep them except the son of perdition;

"“While 9 was with them in the world, 9 Keﬁf them in your
name, Those whom  you have  given me J have Ke/af, None of
them is lost. except the son of destruction, that the Scripture

miﬂﬁf be fulfilled.” John 17:12

It is therefore important to note that the work of the
Christian leader is to keep the flock or help them to
remain in the faith. Christ gave this command to His
disciples;

"You didn't choose me, hut 9 chose you, and aﬁpoz’nfeﬁ/ you,
that you should g0 and bear fruit, and that your fruit should
remain; thatwhatever "you will, mkof the Fatherin my name,
he may give itto you "“Yohn 5:16

The shepherd has no reward in heaven if those he was

leading are not able to make it to heaven. No wonder
Christ even prayed an advance prayer for Peter that he
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WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW

be saved from Satan's temptation. Paul knew this and
that is why he used to weep for the churches he founded.
Preach what Christ has instructed you, and you will save
your own soul;

"Therefore 9 feyf@ to you this p/ﬂy that 9 am clean from the
blood of allmen, " Acts 20:26

One also gets a reward for taking people to heaven,;
"For what is our ﬁo/.ve, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Jsn't it
even you, éefore our Lord Jesus at his com;’nj?"
( Thessalonians 2:19

Many people will therefore enter heaven without a soul
winners crown simply because they were not able to
secure the souls of those they preached to.

DISCUSSION

v’ What are the different
the disciples of Christ? |
v’ What are the qualifications

kinds of reward in stock for

for such rewards?
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CHAPTER NINE
The progressive revelation of God

Let Philippians 3:7-16, 2Peter 1:1-10 and John 15:1-6 be
your guiding principle in the Christian faith.
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ARE YOU PREPARED
FOR CHRIST'S
SECOND COMING?

Please note that...

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in the
spiritual death and separation of man from God;
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all
men, because all sinned...So then as through one
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through one
act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.”
Romans 5:12-13, 18.

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to take
away sin from the human race; “But God commends his
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8.

Your part of the arrangement is to receive the grace or
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17).
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You must understand faith without works is dead, so God
expects you to obey and receive this free gift (but costly)
salvation with your free will; “But as many as received
him, to them he gave the right to become God's children,
to those who believe in his name: who were born not of

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13.

The most important decision you have to make now is to
be born again (John 3:1-8). Being born again is to repent
of your sins and to submit yourself to be baptized by
immersion (and not by sprinkling) as well as receive the
Holy Spirit; “Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38.

The grace of God is not a license for you to sin, but rather
to receive strength to live in obedience to God's word
(Titus 2:11-14).

You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity) live a
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in
hypocrisy; “However God's firm foundation stands,
having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are his, and,
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"Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart
from unrighteousness.”2 Timothy 2:19.

“Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himself,
even as he is pure.” 1John 3:3.

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make 2
Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live a
defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring you are found in
Christ even at His glorious appearing.

| however caution that you beware of people who preach
Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another Spirit as in
line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4.

For more information,
please contact us via the following
address:

Revealed Oracles of God
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya
Accra, Ghana-West Africa.
+233 242 118 395/ +233 233 118 400 /
+233 233 118 401
revealedoracles@yahoo.com
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