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INTRODUCTION

There are so many people these days whose faith have
been destroyed by some venomous preaching. These
people once held on to sound biblical doctrine, but now
the story is different. Children of God once revered God
and made holiness an imperative. However some false
teachers have arisen and discouraged many from
pursuing holiness through negligence. Has our
Christianity become any better by refusing to follow in
the faith of our fathers? Let those who stand at the
crossroads ask of the ancient paths where the right way
is (Jeremiah 6:16). Many have massaged the
scriptures for the sake of convenience. They have
failed to draw a clear-cut distinction between that which
is holy, and that which is profane. It is the duty of the
preacher to cast light on profanity and to disgrace doubt
in the house of God. Some have opined that since we
are no longer under the law, people should not be
instructed as to what to do, and what not to do in the
house of God. Of course we cannot build again what
has been destroyed, but to such misguided souls | have
a word. Should we not exhort discipline in the house of
God? Should there not be reproof, rebuke and
correction in the house of God (2 Timothy 4:2)?



God is seeking for a man who will be faithful to His
word, to turn away the hearts of His Children from evil.
He is seeking for a man who would make the distinction
clear between that which is holy and that which is
profane. The justice of God demands that sin be
punished. In order to avert the punishment or wrath of
God, His people will have to be warned of their evil
ways so they could turn from such ways. When this
happens, then the wrath and judgment of God could
then be averted. Therefore, to avert His judgment upon
a people, He always seeks for someone who would
faithfully warn His people. We see this truth in some
parts of scripture. Although God intended to destroy
Nineveh, nevertheless He changed His mind about His
intended plan when the people turned away from their
wicked ways upon the faithful preaching of Jonah.

Although a number of Bible scholars have written on
the subject of Biblical revival, this book is however not
intended to merely duplicate what others have written
on this subject matter. The spirit of this piece is to offer
a different dimension and approach to discerning the
need for revival in our age. The book simply seeks to
answer the question, when is it ripe for us to seek



revival? The need for revival presupposes that hitherto
something was living, and is now inactive and as such
requires resuscitation. The style of this book is that of
an activation of critical areas in our Christian lives which
are vital to facilitating a God-sent revival. No one will
seek for revival if in the first place s/he does not see the
need for it. The book therefore demonstrates to the
reader the conditions necessary for one to seek for
revival both at the personal and corporate level.

The crux of this piece is to exalt Christ in the life of the
believer and to put Him in His rightful place in the
church. The book diagnosis that the preaching and
projection of the life of Christ in the church of the living
God is largely missing. Some peripheral issues have
rather been exalted in the place of Christ.
Christlikeness is not the main focus of most Christians
in this generation. If it had been, we would have been a
different breed of people, maintaining our peculiarity as
God intended it to be through Christ. If we really need a
revival, then we should love what Christ loves, and hate
what He hates. He is to take the centre stage in our
lives. Every other emphasis in the church of the living
God must give way to the king of glory.



Chapterl

Whew it’s ripe
to-seek God,

In this chapter, | will strive to bring to our
consciousness, the need for us to seek God. It is
possible we “go to church” but we do not seek Him.
What does it really mean to seek God? It is important
that we know when it is really vital for us to cry out to
God and to seek Him. There are some indicators which
| will like to point out in subsequent paragraphs, to help
us know that in seeking for a revival or restoration,
seeking God is very vital. The prophet Hosea declares
that there is a time set for one to seek God,;




"Sow fo yom‘eﬁ/ey in r{gﬁfeoumeﬂ, ‘Reap mcomﬁnﬂ fo
kindness, Break u/a your fa//uw ﬂmumé For it is time to
J'eeé Vaﬁweﬁ, Until he comes and rains @ﬁfeom‘neﬂ on
you " Hosea 10:12.

This is in consonance with the preacher's assertion that
there is time for everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Thus,
there is also a time to seek the Lord. It is time to seek
the Lord when righteousness is relegated to the
background and vanity pompously takes the centre
stage.

A number of sins were recorded against the house of
Israel by the prophet of God, giving us the picture of an
evil generation. In Hosea's day, people took bribe in the
place of judgement thereby perverting judgement. By
trampling upon the poor, there was a need for the
people of God to seek Him. It is vital noting that the
justice of God demands that sin be judged. So
whenever sin begins to increase in the land, then there
is the indication of a looming judgment from God if
nothing is done about the sins of the people. The wise
men in such a generation will begin to seek to avert the
judgment of God by seeking the mercies of God. This
can only be achieved by preaching Christ to the people



so that they might live. Christ saved us so we will be
holy and conform to His very image:

"Rlessed be the God and Father 0}[ our Lord Yesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every ypi;ﬂifua/ é/em’nj in the
ﬁeﬂuen@ p/acey in Christ; even as he chose us in him éefore

the foundation of the world, that we would be ﬁa@ and
without blemish before him in love” Epﬁeﬂ'am 1:3~4

Therefore if we are not living according to that purpose,
then it is really ripe for us to seek the Lord. | see this as
timely especially in our generation. One needs no
rocket scientist to inform him or her that we are living in
a crooked and perverse generation. The Bible has
foretold that we are living in such an age:

”fﬁz?yau may become blameless and harmless, children of
God without blemish in the midst afm crooked and| frerverse
ﬂenemﬁon, among whom You are seen as @ﬁfj in the

world" pﬁiﬁ'ppz’am 2:45.

However, in the midst of such gross darkness, the
apostle in these verses calls us to shine forth as light to
the glory of our Father in heaven. Besides, there is the
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need to seek God in order to avert the judgment of God
upon our lives. According to scripture (see Colossians
3:6; Ephesians 5:6), the wrath of God is going to be
poured upon those who gave themselves to
disobedience. According Ephesians 5:14-16 we are to
“...watch carefully how you walk, not as unwise, but as
wise; redeeming the time, because the days are evil”. It
is indeed time to seek God.

To illustrate the point that God's judgment is averted
when one humbles himself and seeks the face of God,
Rehoboam comes to mind:

/3 ﬁap ened, when the ﬁmja@m of Rehoboam was
established, and he was J'z‘rory, that he fam‘ooé the law 0][
Yahweh, and all srael with him. 9 ha pene/ in the fifth
year 0][ @Vy Rehoboam, that Shishak i@ of Ejypfmme

up 4 ainst Jerusalem, because fﬁey had f:ﬂf/m’e/ @ﬂim'f
Vafweﬁ, with twelve hundred chariots, an ﬂ)@ thousand
horsemen, ... Thus says Yahweh, You have farméen me,

therefore have 9 also /e%‘ ou in the hand of Shishak, Then

the forinces of Jsvael and the ﬁinﬂ humbled themselves; and
fﬁey said, Yahweh is righteous, When Yahweh saw that
they humbled fﬁemx'e/fij', the word of Yahweh came to

Shemaiah, myinﬂ, Tﬁey have humbled themselves: 9 will
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not /eyfroy them; but 9 will jmm‘ them some deliverance,
and my wrath shallnot be pomﬂe/ out on Jerusalem @ the
hand 0][ Shishak, Nevertheless fﬁey shall be his servants,
that fﬁey may know my service, and the service of the
@'nﬂ/omy of the countries, So \S’ﬁiyﬁﬂékiry of Ejypf came
y &Zgﬂim‘f Yerusalem, and took away the treasures 0][ the

ouse of Yahweh, and the treasures of the Kinﬂ'y house: he
took all away: he fook away also the shields 0@0[/ which
Solomon had made. K:’ry Rehohoam made in their ﬁ/ﬂce
shields of brass, and committed them to the hands of the
captains of the ﬂumﬂ/, who Kepl‘ the door of the @nﬂ 's house,
. When he humbled himself. the wrath of Yahweh
turned from him, so as not to destroy him aﬁ‘oyez‘ﬁeiﬂ: and
moreover in Judah there were 400 fﬁinﬂy fowm[ So Kny
Rehohoam J'f;ﬂe@fﬁene/ ﬁimyeé[ in Jerusalem, and
Fﬂiﬂl’)ﬂﬁ[ .. "2 Chronicles 12:1-14

This scripture demonstrates the possible dangers
associated with the blessings God bestows upon us.
There is the lingering temptation to abandon the word
of God when all is well with us. The consequences of
this neglect is often linked to our powerlessness in
spiritual warfare. We may claim to be waging a warfare,
but the truth is that we are always defeated in our
battles in the face of collisions with the temptations
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Satan spews at us. We woefully fail to overcome the
devil not because the power of God is not efficacious
enough. Rather, because we abandon Him.
Nevertheless if we decide to seek His face and turn to
Him, we will continue to be victorious over the enemy
since through Him we are more than conquerors
(Romans 8:37). To further illustrate for the purposes of
clarity, God will surely give us rest from our labours
when we have sought Him:

"Asa did that which was joo/ and :ﬂ{gﬁf in the eyes of
Yahweh his God: for he took away the fo;ﬂeiﬂn altars, and
the ﬁiﬂﬁ p/acey, and broke down the pillars, and hewed
down the Asherim, and commanded Judah fo seek
Yahweh, the Go;/ 0][ their ]‘hz‘ﬁm', andto do the law and the

commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities of
Yudah the ﬁiﬂﬁ p/ﬂcej' and the sun imnyey; and the

Kii/;ﬂ%m was quiet hefore him. He builf fortified cities in

Yudah; far the land was quiet. and he had no war in those
years, because Yahweh had  given him rest. For he said to

Yudah, Lot us huild these cities, and make about them

walls, and towers, gaes, and bars; the /ﬂm/ixyef hefore us,

hecause we have mogﬁf Yahweh our God; we have sought
him, and he has given us rest on every side, So fﬁey gﬂ'/f
and ﬂmjpere/ '2 Chronicles 14:2- 7
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Asa's radical overthrow of idolatry in Judah and
commandment for Israel to seek the Lord yielded some
lasting dividends. It was evident that his actions
brought about peace and prosperity to the land. We
therefore learn that in seeking God, the peace of God
that surpasses all understanding becomes our portion
(Philippians 4:7). Moreover, we become secured by the
barricades of God's love and protection.

The mystery behind God planting us on different
continents, countries, cities, towns and villages is so
that we will seek Him. Whatever we need to know about
God is revealed in nature itself to cause us to seek him.
“The God who made the world and all things in it, he,
being Lord of heaven and earth, doesn't dwell in
temples made with hands, neither is he served by
men's hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he
himself gives to all life and breath, and all things. He
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all
the surface of the earth, having determined appointed
seasons, and the boundaries of their dwellings, that
they should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach
out for him and find him, though he is not far from each
one of us” Acts 17:24-27. The writer tells us that by
placing us in exact places in the world, God expects us

14



to seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him so we could
eventually find Him. He therefore commands all men
everywhere to repent since whatever we need to know
about Him has been revealed to us already. Thus, all
must seek God.

Paul makes us to understand that God is not far from
us. It is God who has set the boundaries upon the face
of the earth. He has determined that we should have
nations and kingdoms and it is He who has determined
that we should live in the land of our birth. Because he
determined that we be born in specific locations, He
commands that we seek Him everywhere on the face of
this earth. In his days, Paul cried against the people of
Athens to turn from idols to the worship of God,
showing that it was not only the people of Israel who
were commanded to seek the face of God;

"The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked. But
now he commands that all pey/e eue;ywﬁere should
repenf, because he has ﬂppaim‘e a /ﬂy in which he will
J’up@e the world in r{gﬁfeommﬂ' @ the man whom he has
omfﬂine% 0}[ wﬁz’cﬁ ﬁe ﬁm’ jﬂ/ﬂn assurance to all men, in

that he has raised him from the dead” Acts 17:30.
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The Lord per Malachi 3:1-6 reveals Himself to those
who seek Him; “Behold, | send my messenger, and he
will prepare the way before me; and the Lord, whom
you seek, will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, behold,
he comes!" says Yahweh of Armies. But who can
endure the day of his coming? And who will stand when
he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire, and like
launderer's soap; and he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi, and refine
them as gold and silver; and they shall offer to Yahweh
offerings in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasant to Yahweh, as in the
days of old, and as in ancient years....”

God has no business with anyone who would not
consciously seek Him by putting things right between
them and the Lord, so that the Messiah would save His
people. After fulfilling this purpose in commanding the
Israelites to repent of their evil ways and to serve the
Lord, Christ did show up. When the Lord visits his
house, there is surely going to be some purifying,
especially the house of Levi. Although the house of Levi
would symbolize the leaders in the house of God, it
equally refers to us believers in general going by the
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fact that we are a royal priesthood. However, the
scripture could largely be attributed to the leaders
seeing that he further states that it is when the house of
Levi is purified that the whole house of Israel would be
purified. Thus, change in the agenda of God starts from
leadership. When the people of Israel sought God, He
sent His son Jesus Christ. When Jesus came, His main
agenda was to purify His people. Scripture states that
He was to save His people from their sins. When you
seek the face of God, you will surely be found of Him.
How will we know that we have found Him? The fire of
God will be given in our lives, which comes to purge our
lives. The fire of God comes to refine, and purify us so
that the calling that is upon us can be fulfilled. This call
is to live a holy life (Ephesians 1:3-4).

Scripture has it that “The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger, But those who seek Yahweh shall not lack any
good thing” Ps 34:10. Lions continue to seek their prey
until they are successful. Even in such pursuits there
are times they are not able to lay hold on whatever they
pursued. But for those who seek God, they will not lack
any good thing. Any good thing could mean anything,
but looking at the scripture in that context, if we seek
God then we are made to understand that we will be

17



filled with God or His spirit. The Bible in Contemporary
English renders it as “if we seek God we shall be full of
God because the lion seeks for meat’. There is
something in particular that the lion seeks after,
teaching us that when we seek God, we should seek
that we be filled with God. The bottom line is, it is time
for us to seek God since most of us are not full of God.
When evil permeates every part of our society then it is
time for us to seek God.
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C hapterz

Restoration
of Peculiow ity
Moving on, | would like to show the importance of being
separate from the world by maintaining our peculiarity
as individuals in the sight of God, and as a corporate
body. We sometimes lose touch with God when we
break certain basic principles of our covenanted
relationship with Him. In this chapter, | will show how
we lose our essence in the society by sacrificing our
peculiarity. The peculiarity of the church should be

restored. It is in this that we rediscover our potency to
affect the world around us.
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"This ;/ay Yahweh your God commands you to do these
statutes and ordinances: you shall fﬁerefoiﬂe ﬁeep and do
them with all your heart, and with all’ yomﬂyou[ You have
declared '%:Zveﬁ this &/ﬂy to he your God, and that vou
would walk in his ways, and Keep his statutes, and his
commandments, and his ordinances, and listen to his voice:
and Yahweh has p/ec/arep/you this /ay tohea peo/?/e for his
own faossession, as he has ﬁ:ﬂamiyep/ ou, and z‘ﬁm‘yomﬁou[/
Kee all his commam/menfy; ﬂn/?o Wmﬁe ou ﬁgﬁ above
all nations that he has made, in praise, an/
honor; and fﬁm‘you may be a 5)@ ﬁeo/?/e to Yahweh | your
God, as he ﬁm';paéen ! ﬁeufemnomy 26:1649,

inname, and in

God's agenda here for the Israelites was to make them
a peculiar people and to lift them above all the nations.
Moreover, the agenda of God for His church is revealed
as follows;

“For the grace of God that ém'ryefﬁ salvation hath
a/opeﬂm;/ toallmen, Teaching us that. a/enyirg unyo&/ﬁneju'
and worldly lusts, we J'ﬁouﬁ;iue J'oée@, @ﬁfeow‘@, and
jo&/f , in this preyenf world: Lookin for that blessed ﬁope,
and the ﬂforiom' appearin of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ: Who gave ﬁimyeﬁ[ fw us, that he
mgﬁf redeem us from a//inic,uify, and| pmﬂi@ unto himself
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a pecuﬁmﬂ peof)/e, zealous ofjao/ works”
Titus 2:01-14 KV

Equally, God's agenda for us Christians is to make us a
special people. Apart from God's peculiar agenda for
groups, He also has one for us as individuals. It is
therefore possible that God has an agenda for you
which is special. A search of the scriptures reveal that
God had special agendas for some specific individuals.
A notable example is the prophet Samuel. He was a
covenanted child, who fulfilled God's purpose for his
life. However, there are times that we can reduce
ourselves by our own deeds into mere persons. God
told the Prophet Jeremiah that before he was formed in
the womb He knew him and as such ordained him as a
prophet: “Before | formed you in the belly | knew you,
and before you came forth out of the womb | sanctified
you; | have appointed you a prophet to the nations”
Jeremiah 1:5. John the Baptist was also a special child.
To some extent, his anointing was tied to what he ate.
In the wilderness, | believe there were assorted foods
from which he could choose from. But specifically his
diet was locust and wild honey. Paul said; “But when it
was the good pleasure of God, who separated me from
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my mother's womb, and called me through his grace, to
reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, | didn't immediately confer with flesh and
blood” Galatians 1:15-16. Paul's life was evidently
different from that of the other apostles. He never
compared himself to Peter and the rest of them.
Although there were things some of the apostle were
free to do, Paul was however restrained from doing
them. These had nothing to do with sin. What could he
have boasted of if he had journeyed the way of the
other apostles in some respects. He was a peculiar
apostle. But he was always quick to add that he was
able to accomplish his feats because of the grace of
God upon his life: “But by the grace of God | am what |
am. His grace which was bestowed on me was not
futile, but | worked more than all of them; yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with me” 1 Corinthians
15:10. Another peculiar person worth remembering
was Samson. For him, the instructions as to how he
was to order his life extended to how his mother had to
live her life within the period he was in her womb. God
made it clear to his mother that he was a special child.
He was expected to abstain from strong drink and not to
visit barbers.
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" Samson went to Gaza, and saw there a pmyﬁfufe, and
went in to her. W was told the Gazites, sa ng, Samson is

come ﬁeiﬂe, ‘Tﬁey compmw/ ﬁim n, ﬂn/Zﬂ'&/Wﬂif][m" ﬁim

all m’yﬁf in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the

m'ﬂﬁf, 5'@1’@, Let be until mo;ﬂninﬂ @ﬁf, then we will kill
him. Samson oy until) mi&ﬁw’yﬁf, and arose at mm%iﬂﬁf,

and laid hold of the doors of the  gate of the ci;/, and the

fwo ﬁoyz‘y, and ﬁ/ucée&/ them up, bar and all, and pm‘
them on his shoulders, and carried them up to the foﬁ 0][
the mountain that is before Helbron, It came to pass

afterward, that he loved a woman in the m//ey of Sorek,

whose name was Delilah. The lovds of the Philistines

came up to her, and said to her, Entice him, and see in

which ﬁijﬂ:ﬂem‘yz‘m@fﬁ ies, and | é{ what means we may

premi/ @m’m’f him, thatwe may ind him to ﬂﬁ[ﬁcz’ him:

and we will each give you of us eleven hundred [ieces 0/[
silver” %m@ex 16:1-.

It has always puzzled me as to how Samson was able
to lift the city gates and its posts single handedly. More
often than not there is always the impression that
Samson was likely to be a giant in view of his exploits.
However, scripture (to the best of my knowledge) does
not suggest that he was a giant. His strength was purely
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an anointing from above. Samson was peculiar. His
peculiarity was tied to certain instructions from God:

"She said to him, How can you say, I love you, when your
heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three
times, and have not told me in which your ﬂl"ﬂﬂf J'f:ﬂenﬂfﬁ
fies, 9¢ ﬁﬁyenw{ when she /;msmf him daily with her
words, an mjgep/ him, that his soul was vexed to death. He
told her all his heart, and said to her, "No razor has ever
come on my head; for 9 have been a Nazirite to God from
my mother's womb, 99 am shaved, then my J‘fre@fﬁ will
40 from me, and 9 will become weak, and be like any other
man" %m@ey 16:15-17.

Losing our peculiarity as individuals and as a church
calls for a revival. When Samson shaved off his hair, he
became like any other man. The church loses its sense
of peculiarity when the very virtues that are supposed to
maintain the fire of God in our lives are destroyed.
Those things that draw and keep the power of God in
our lives must be restored. For Paul, it was his
infirmities that magnified the power of God in His life. In
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 he chose to glory in his
infirmities. When his eyes were opened to the source of
his strength; infirmities, necessities, he rather rejoiced
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in them. Are we living like others? Then, there would
not be any distinction between us and the rest of the
world. To me it is clear that the church of God is not as
peculiar as she is called to be. May God restore our
strength! When Samson came to his senses, he
worked at getting his hair to grow again.
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Chapter 3

focuwsing
on Eternily

Desiring for a God sent revival calls for a redirection of
our focus. The focus of a large section of God's children
is not really on eternal life. Although that is the main
reason for which we were saved, the meaning and
essence of eternal life has been greatly ignored by so
many in the preaching of the gospel. Eternal life is a
person. That person is Jesus Christ. In this chapter, |
will endeavour to show the importance of eternal life in
the life of the believer. If we desire both corporate and
personal revival, then we have to return to some of
these spiritual basics.
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"9 tell you, Keep asking, and it will be given you Kee

gm[ 7<ee/9 énocﬁiry, and it will be
oﬁenef/ to you. For everyone who asks receives, He who
seeks ﬁnﬁﬁc 7o him who g;oc@' itwill be opened. Which 0][
You fafﬁem‘, i][ Your son asks for émaj will give him a
stone? O if he asks for a fish, he won't give him 4 snake
instead of a fish, will he?” Luke 16:9~11

J'eeéi@, and You will

In this scripture, Christ asked us to ask and we will
receive, seek and we will find, and knock and the door
will be opened to us. He however suggests that we
should be specific in what we ask for. If we are specific
in what we ask for from Him, then we will receive from
Him whatever we asked for. Knocking on a specific
door also guarantees that His promise of an opened
door will be fulfilled. By implication, if we should seek
for eternal life, we will also find it. Seeking from the
point of scripture entails diligent search:

"Or what woman, if she had ten drachma coins, if she lost
one drachma coin, wouldn't @ﬁf a /ﬂmﬁ, sweef the house,
am/yee@ﬁ@em‘@ untilshe ﬂmm/if? " Luke 5:8,

Here, Jesus gave us an example of how to seek after
the Kingdom of God. He likened it unto a woman who
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had ten pieces of silver and one got lost. In her quest to
find the lost coin, the woman lighted a candle and
searched diligently in the house per adventure she will
be able to find it. The import of Jesus' parable is that the
woman sought for her lost coin through diligence. If
seeking, as the Lord makes us understand, entails
diligence, then eternal life should be sought for with all
diligence.

What then is eternal life one may ask? In answering
such a question, it will not be out of place to start from
John 3:16. According to this scripture, the purpose for
which we were saved was not to make it to heaven.
Heaven is only a concomitant variable in this case. The
reason why we are saved is so that we will have eternal
life. Eternal life is different from going to heaven. The
truth is, if you have eternal life, there is no way you will
miss heaven. Thus, the primary reason for which Christ
came is so that you and | will have eternal life. A diligent
search of the scriptures reveal that the teachings of the
apostles focused on life eternal. They only saw heaven
as an abode. Heaven is just a place, but eternal life is
an activity in heaven. Prior to going to heaven, we need
to have eternal life abiding in us here on earth.
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In Titus 1:1-2 Paul reveals that eternal life is God's
package for us;

"Paul, a servant of God, and an ﬂpw'f/e of Jesus Christ,
according to the faith of God's chosen ones, and the
énow/eée of the truth which is ﬂccomﬁry to godliness, in
ﬁope of eternal life, which God, who can't le, ﬁmmz}e/

before eternaltimes'"

Notice that from this verse, Paul said in hope of eternal
life, not in hope of heaven. Personally, anyone who
comes to me with a so-called revelation which does not
translate into “life”, into Christlikeness should keep
such dead revelations to himself. Paul advised Timothy
to hold on to eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12). Some people
fight needless battles. The fight of faith is however a
good fight. Paul made known to Timothy that the
reason why he was called was for him to lay hold of
eternal life. In John 17:3, eternal life was defined by
Christ as;

"This is eternal life, that fﬁey should know you, the on@
true God, and him whom yom'em‘, Yesus Christ”,
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From this scripture, it is therefore not strange that
Paul's main aim was to know Christ and the power of
His resurrection. It was a “life” he sought after, which
was the life of Christ. Thus, knowledge of Christ meant
living as Christ did. When someone claims to know
God, then the implication is that the person is walking
as Christ walked on the earth. In sum, Christ is eternal
life.

John also understood eternal life in the following
fashion “That which was from the beginning, that which
we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes,
that which we saw, and our hands touched, concerning
the Word of life (and the life was revealed, and we have
seen, and testify, and declare to you the life, the eternal
life, which was with the Father, and was revealed to
us)” 1 John 1:2. Jesus declared that He is the way, the
truth and the life (John 14:6). Clearly, John also had the
same understanding that Christ is eternal life as He
himself had declared unto them. The implication of all
these is that seeking Christ, automatically links you to
eternal life. Christianity is not just about heaven, but
about a lifestyle which will eventually lead us into
heaven. The lifestyle God expects from us is the
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lifestyle of Jesus Christ. In heaven it will be all about
Christ.

The understanding we get whenever we take the Lord's
Supper is very important. According to scripture, the
Lord's supper entails us imbibing into ourselves the life
of Christ;

"He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and Ywill raise him up atthe /m‘f/ay "Yohn 6:54.

This is so because life is found in the blood. With this
understanding, let us always have it at the back of our
mind when we come to dine with the Lord that we are
imbibing into us the lifestyle of Jesus Christ. John 6:55-
58 teaches us alot in this direction:

“Formy flesh is food indeed, and my blood'is drink indeed.
He who eats m f/eyﬁ and pﬁﬂinﬁ; my blood lives in me, and
9in him. As the ﬁw'nﬂ Father sentme, and 9 live because of
the Father: so he who feeds on me, hewill also five hecause of
me. This is the hread which came down out of
heaven—rot as our }[m‘ﬁew ate the manna, and died. He
who eats this bread will live forever”,
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The account reveals that when many of the so called
disciples heard this, they exclaimed that it was an had
saying (vs 60) This simply tells us that all those who
followed Him were not interested in eternal life. This is
where we separate the true disciples from the
counterfeits (John 6:61-64). Christ was not perturbed
by the resolutions of such careless souls. Most people
desire to go to heaven, but either wilfully or ignorantly
despise the constituted means to getting there, which is
eternal life. To Peter, they had nowhere to go since
Christ is the only one who has the words that gives
eternal life. The greatest need of the hour is preachers
whose words will bring eternal life to many. Thus, when
men listen to such preachers, they should be
magnetised to the life of Christ. Their words should
bring about an irreparable damage to worldliness in the
lives of God's people. | mean they should possess the
words of eternal life like Christ had (John 10:28-29). If
eternal life: Christ Jesus is not our pursuit, then spiritual
revival is greatly needed in our lives and in the church
as a whole. This messages comes as a counter force to
the over emphasis of so many preachers in the church
on prosperity to the neglect of weightier issues. The
weightiest matter of the gospel is Christ. For a very long
time, the devil has succeeded in diverting the focus of
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many from Christ who is the very reason for our being.
Interestingly, when Christ preached his famous
message on the mount, He never equated the
blessings of God with Money. Thus, Christ never gave
money the pre-eminence it is enjoying today. The so
called prosperity gospel must take a backstage, and
Christ enthroned in His rightful place in the church.
“‘Jesus only, Jesus ever, Jesus all in all we see.
Saviour, sanctifier, healer, Baptiser, and coming king”
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C ha/pte/rlln

Seeking soundy
Doclrine

Having touched on the need to redirect our focus on
seeking after eternal life in the previous chapter, it is
equally important to seek for sound doctrine. We can
only be revived if we seek and maintain sound doctrine
in the house of God. God has already warned us that in
the last days many will not endue sound doctrine. But if
we need a God sponsored revival, then we have to
seek for sound doctrine with passion. By this, | mean
doctrine that promotes godliness. If this is not taken
serious, even if God sends a revival, it will only be
short-lived. In seeking for a revival that would last for
some time, sound doctrine is of essence. In this
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chapter, | encourage believers to seek for the
restoration of sound doctrine back into the church.

"9 cﬁmye ou therefore before God and the Lovd Jesus
Christ, wZo will [ judge the ﬁ'uinﬂ and the dead at his
appearing and his 7<inﬂ%7m: pmﬂcﬁ the word; e myenf
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with all ﬁm‘ience and z‘mcﬁi@, For the time will come
when fﬁey will not listen to the sound doctrine, but. ﬁﬂw’nﬂ
itehing ears, will ﬁeaﬁ up for themseles teachers after their
own ]Zﬂ‘s 2 Wmof@ Lu1-3

To begin with, this scripture foretells some important
inescapable events at the end of the age. Paul makes it
apparent that God will surely judge all of us, requiring
that we give an account of what we did on earth. There
is also the issue of the second coming of our Lord
Jesus and the Kingdom of God. In view of these,
Timothy was given the charge to preach the word.
Preaching the word of God of necessity must capture
these basic cardinals; Reprove, Rebuke, Exhortation
with all longsuffering and Doctrine (2 Timothy 4:1-3).
The prioritised areas of the word to be preached are
that the word should be able to reprove us, rebuke us,
and instruct us in righteousness so we will be
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thoroughly furnished unto every good work;

“Every writing impim;/ @ Godis pmﬁ'faé[e for fmcﬁi@,
for mﬁma}{ for corvection, and for instruction which is in
vighteousness, that the man of God may he comp/efe,
4 orovgﬁ@ ez/m'ﬁﬁeﬁ/ for every joo/ work" 2 Tim 3:16-17

It is rather unfortunate to observe in our days that many
do not love the aforementioned cardinals of the word of
God. For that matter, the scripture is fulfilled that they
will heap for themselves teachers who will teach them
what they want to hear; “For the time will come when
they will not listen to the sound doctrine, but, having
itching ears, will heap up for themselves teachers after
their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the
truth, and turn aside to fables” 2 Tim 4:3-4

In preaching the word, we have to, like Paul instructed,
be instant in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:1-
3). In doing so, the word must be preached with the
boldness that it deserves. Paul asked the church at
Ephesus to pray for him so that he would preach the
word with the boldness that is required:
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‘on my behalf. that utterance may he given to me in
aﬁeninj my mouth, to make known with boldness the
mystery o the Good News, forwhich 9 am an ambassador
in chains; thatinit9 may Jpeaﬁéof&@, as 9 Obgﬁf fo;pmé”
Ephesians 6:19-20.

Isaiah commanded that we shout it aloud and not hold
back (Isaiah 58:1-2). For Micah he was filled with power
and the Spirit of the living God, together with might and
justice to declare the word of God: “But as for me, | am
full of power by the Spirit of Yahweh, And of judgment,
and of might, To declare to Jacob his disobedience,
And to Israel his sin” Micah 3:8. Hosea was to set the
trumpet to his mouth: “Put the trumpet to your lips!
Something like an eagle is over Yahweh's house,
Because they have broken my covenant, And rebelled
against my law” Hosea 8:1. When the apostles were
beaten and threatened not to preach the gospel, they
asked that God grant them great boldness to preach
His word. They were not cowed by the intimidating
faces and actions of the scribes and Pharisees (Acts
4:29). The basic reason for the need to preach the word
with boldness is that there are forces that will
vehemently opposed the preaching of the true word of
God. Since most people were not attuned to sound

37



doctrine, it was the responsibility of Timothy to reprove
them. In Psalm 141:5, David said “Let the righteous
strike me, it is kindness; Let him reprove me, it is like olil
on the head; don't let my head refuse it; Yet my prayer
is always against evil deeds” Psalm 141:5. Rebuke
according to this scripture rather brings a blessing to
the one being rebuked. In spite of these, some
ignorantly do not want anything to do with rebuke. Will
God rebuke us just for the sake of it or there is some
sought of utility value associated with it? The one who
loves you is the one who will rebuke you upon seeing
you go wayward. David said rebuke will be like oil upon
his head, and also not break his head. Immediate
rebuke or chastisement is not pleasant, but works
tremendous grace in our lives in the course of time.

In Proverbs 9:8 we are made to understand some basic
tendencies of fools and wisemen with regards to
reproof. Whereas the fool will hate you for reproving
him or her, the wise will rather love you; “Don't reprove
a scoffer, lest he hate you. Reprove a wise man, and he
will love you”. Are we therefore wise in this regard? In
the house of God, those who continue in sin are
supposed to be rebuked before all, to serve as a lesson
unto others (1 Tim. 5:20). This is in consonance with
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openly rebuking a person which Solomon thinks is
better than secret love (Proverbs 27:5). Rebuke is
capable of making us sound in the faith:

"This testimony is frue, For this cause, reprove them

J‘ﬁmﬂp@, thatt ey may besound in the faith" Titus 113,

Per 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “Every writing inspired by God
is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for instruction which is in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work”. From this scripture, the word of God is to:

e Show orlead us to the truth (i.e., Jesus Christ)

e Expose our rebellion

e Correct our mistakes

e Train us to live godly lives or to live in a way that

pleases God.

These notwithstanding, many do not want to pay heed
to sound doctrine as predicted in Scripture. Sound
doctrine cuts across every divide, with no exceptions.
The constituents of sound doctrine are also outlined in
Titus 2:1-15 as follows;
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Older men are to:
e Live alife of temperance or self-control
e Live alife of dignity
e Live alife of wisdom
e Behealthy in faith
e Live alife full of love
e Live alife of endurance

Older women are to:
e Live alife of reverence
e Live as good models or examples of goodness
e Teach younger women to love their husbands
and children

Younger women are to:
e Live virtuous and pure lives
e Be good keepers of the house
e Begoodwives

Young men are to:
e Livedisciplined lives
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Preachers are to:
e Show or teach their members these things by
living exemplary or practical lives.
e Beincorruptible or sincere in their teaching
e Use sound words that cannot be condemned

Workers or employees are to:
e Beloyal to their employers or masters
e Be careful how they talk to their masters
e Honest and not steal from their employers or
masters, so that their good character will shine
and bring honour to our Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ.

To all of us, we are to:
e Turn our backs to godlessness or ungodliness
e Live alife free of indulgence
e Take ona God-filled life
e Live lives that honour God.

These are the things that constitute sound doctrine. If
men do not follow after these teachings, reproof, and
rebuke is required to knock them into position by the
tool of longsuffering and doctrine.

41



Do this, knowing the time, that ifim/rem@ fime ﬁw "you fo
awaken out 0][5'7573/7, for salvation is now nearer to us than
when we first believed. The n@ﬁf is far "gone, and the day is
near, Let's therefore throw off the works of darkness, and
let's [t on the armor of @ﬁf Let us walk pmper@, asin
the ;/ﬂy; not in reveling and drunkenmess, not in J’E)(Mﬂ/
fpromiscuity and| /m‘ffuicﬁ; andnot in strife amﬁmﬁmy !

Romans 13:1(-13
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Chapter 5

Implementy
of Revivals

How would one know that he or she knows or is
intimate with God? We get a hint from apostle John who
revealed that; “This is how we know that we know him:
if we keep his commandments” 1 John 2:3. It is simple
and so clear from this scripture that, anybody who
knows God, keeps His commandments. In essence,
the knowledge of God is not just a mental or verbal
ascent, but obedience:

"One who says, "D know him," and doesn't Kee/.' his

commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn'tin him, But
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whoever éeepy his word, God's love has most m‘mrea@
been perfecz‘e&/in him. .. "t John 2:4-5.

There is something we call the perfection of the love of
God. If we claim that we love God, scripture says that
we should obey his commandments as a manifestation
of the perfection of the love of God in our lives.

Moreover, 1 John 2:6 gives us the understanding that if
we claim to know Christ or are intimate with Him, then
we must walk as He did; “This is how we know that we
are in him: he who says he remains in him ought
himself also to walk just like he walked”.

This is a bold challenge from scripture to those who
claim they are spiritual men. Such men must walk as
Christ did. A life of intimacy with the Lord only ends in
the realms of fantasy and delusion when it is not
expressed in practically walking as He did. Maybe you
might not have gotten there now, but there should be a
steady growth into Christlikeness. We are to make it a
point to strive to walk as Christ did. Paul counselled the
believers at Corinth to follow him even as he followed
Christ. Attaining to Christlikeness is the goal. When we
strive towards this mark in our daily lives, | believe the
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living God will grant us the strength to be able to look
like Him.

Scripture is so clear with regards to those who know
Him and those who have a close walk with Him like
Paul. There are ways by which we can become intimate
or know the Lord. In John 14:21, scripture has it that
“One who has my commandments, and keeps them,
that person is one who loves me. One who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and | will love him, and will
reveal myself to him”. If you love the living God, Christ
says His father will also love you. He continues to
assure us that He will as well love you, and in that
relationship reveal Himself to you and |. That means
you will have the revelation of Jesus Christ. This is a
revelation that translates into a walk, directly in
consonance with that of Christ. If you love God, He will
give you the power, and the strength to help you walk
like Him. Itis a blessing from above. | am not saying you
will dream and have visions of Him as constituting the
revelation of Christ. Rather, walking in the revelation of
the living God and the revelation of Christ is to walk as
He did. Anything short of this is no revelation. That is
how we become people who grow in intimacy with the
living God. Let us move on to know the proof that one is
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a disciple or follower of Christ.

"Little children, these are the end times, and as you heard
that the Antichrist is comi@, even now many antichrists
have avisen, By this we know that itis the final hour. The
went out from us, but fﬁey didn’t ée/onﬂ to us; for if L‘ﬁey
had Ee/bnﬂe/ to us, fﬁey would have continued with us, But
they left, that the mijﬁf be revealed that none of them
5675@ tous"t 705Z 2:48-19.

What the apostle sought to convey to us here is that
there were people they did ministry with, who as well
preached holiness and righteous living at the
beginning. However, in the course of time they began to
drop out. Here, the apostle is saying that if they had
been one of them, they would have also persevered to
the end. Per the prescription of Christ, anybody who
wants to be His disciple must first of all deny himself,
pick up his cross and follow Him. In effect, the
understanding Jesus sought to convey to us was, a
disciple will deny himself, pick up his cross and follow
Him. We cannot see Christ with our naked eyes, but we
will know you follow Him if only you obey His
commandments and walk as He did. Those who fall
out, and do not want to live the Christlike life are not one
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of us. If you want to be an instrument of revival, then
you must seek to know Him and be intimate with Him.

There is therefore a warning to all of us in 2 Timothy
1:8-15: “Therefore don't be ashamed of the testimony
of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but endure hardship
for the Good News according to the power of God, who
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before times eternal, but has now been revealed
by the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to
light through the Good News. For this, | was appointed
as a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the
Gentiles. For this cause | suffer also these things. Yet |
am not ashamed, for | know him whom | have believed,
and | am persuaded that he is able to guard that which |
have committed to him against that day. Hold the
pattern of sound words which you have heard from me,
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good
thing which was committed to you, guard through the
Holy Spirit who dwells in us. This you know, that all who
are in Asia turned away from me; of whom are
Phygelus and Hermogenes”
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Do not be ashamed to magnify Christ in your life. But
rather, identify with Him in all respects. We are
expected to be partakers of the afflictions of the gospel.
Paul called on Timothy to hold firmly to sound doctrine
or in other words continue in sound teachings. This was
important since there is the likelihood that any
carelessness on his part would cause him to lose it.
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lewopte/r6

Volue of Brokernness

We have to continue to progress in our Christian walk
until we come to the point where we make ourselves of
no reputation. (Philippians 2:5, 6-11). Christ made
Himself of no reputation and if we have his mind, then
we are also expected to do likewise. Prior to the release
of power in the name of Jesus, Christ did something
significant. Although He was Lord, He refused the
privileges of being God just for the sake of our
redemption. Christ became a servant, a man and
eventually lowered Himself into the grave. In His death,
He chose a disgraceful one. This mind is also supposed
to be in those who seek for glory and immortality. The
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crux of all these is humility. God's intent is to awaken
our consciousness to this.

John reveals that;
"Don't love the world, neither the L‘ﬁi@y that are in the
world, If anyone loves the world, the Father's love isn't in
him. For all thatis in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pm’/e of life, isn'tthe Father's, hutis the
world's"t John 2:45-16.

If we are children of God, and are born of the Father
then the love of the world should not be our portion. Per
the above scripture, the pride of life is not of Him, as
well as boasting of who we are and the things we have
accomplished. All such pride and boasting come from
the world. If all these things are found in us, then the
love of the father is not in us. One of the things that can
actually stop so many people from entering the
Kingdom of God is the pride of life. Pride impedes a
man's progress in the realm of the spirit. God resists the
proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). One
of the ways of knowing that someone is humble is that
the grace of the living God continues to abound in that
fellow's life. Christ humbled Himself even to the point of
dying a disgraceful death. If Christ (though being God)
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could lower Himself, then who are we? What it means is
that we are to lower ourselves irrespective of the
heights He makes us attain.

"Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Syria,
was a j:ﬂem‘ man with his master, and honorable, because
@ him Yahweh had jiuen w’cfmy to \Sjym'a: he was also a
myﬁfy man of valor, but he was a /epen The é’ym’am had
goneoutin bands, and had émbgﬁfﬂw&y captive out of the
land of srael a little maiden; and'she waited on Naoaman's
wife. She said to her mistress, Would that my lord were
with the prophet who is in Samaria! then would he recover
him of Z; eprosy. One went in, and told his lord, saying,
Thus and thus said the maiden who is of the land of srael.
The Kny 0][ Syrm said, Go now, and 9 will send a letter fo
the Kny of Ysrael, He ;/e/m;ﬂfm( and took with him ten
talents of silver, and six thousand [rieces of jo/ﬁ[ and ten
cﬁaryey of c/afﬁiry. He émr@ﬁf the letfer to the king of
Ysrael, saying, Now when this letter is come to you, 53%0/&/,
9 have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may
recover him of his /e/aroyy, 9t ﬁﬂppenw[ when the @ry of
Ysvael had vead the letter, that he tore his clothes, and said,
Am 9 God, to kill and o make alive, that this man does
send to me to recover a man of his ﬂeproy ? but consider, 9
[rray you, and'see how he seeks a 7umﬂ;ﬂe]ij'm'f me. W was
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so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the Kny of
Ysrael had torn his clothes, that he sent to the @'ry, J'@iry,

Why have you torn your clothes? let him come now to me,

am/yﬁe shall know that there is a pmpﬁez‘ in srael So

Noaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and
stood at the door of the house of Elisha, Elisha sent a

messenger fo 6im, miinﬂ, Go and wash in the 70m/an seven

times, ﬁm/yomﬂ flesh shall come again toyou, an@owﬁa//
he clean"2 7<inﬂy 5:4-10

Although Naaman was a heathen, Bible states that it
was God who gave him victory in his battles. When
Naaman came to the prophet Elisha, the prophet did
not dignify his presence by coming out to meet him.
God wanted to deal with pride in the life of Naaman.
That is why He had to lower this man in order to crush
his horns of pride. There are people who are ever
prepared to obey God's command to go on, for
instance, a 100 day fast. However, it will interest you to
know that these same people cannot say a simple
“sorry” or “forgive me” when they offend another
brother. Such people have already lost the battle to
pride. There are times that some big things God wants
to do in our lives require simple obedience. Humility
aids us in obeying simple instructions. Naaman was
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eventually cleansed upon humbling himself. There is
tremendous blessing in humility as depicted in the
following verses;

it my peop/e, who are called b my name, shall humble
themselves, and fray, and me{my face, and turn from
their wicked warys; then will 9 hear ﬁﬂom heaven, and will
][myiue theirsin, and will healtheir land” 2 Chronicles 744

There are people who cannot overcome certain sins in
their lives. For all you know, their inability to conquer sin
is because there is no grace available to overcome it.
Presumably, pride could be the major root, since more
grace is always given to the humble. One of the ways of
knowing that you have been able to overcome pride is
the people you want to always associate with:

"Be of the same mind one toward another, Don't set ' your
mind on ﬁgﬁ fﬁiryj', but associate with the humble, Don't

he wise in ) our own concei ts" Rom 12:46.

Bible says let that mind be in you which was also in
Christ. Christ associated with people of low estate.
Humility precipitates individual as well as corporate
level revival.
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Chapter 7

l 4 ! d t,
;uio}v s Chwri
W s st s
There is a limitation we have obliviously placed before
us, when it comes to rejoicing. Therefore there is the
need for us to break that barrier of rejoicing. One of the
hindrances to much rejoicing is seeking our own. Paul
in his letter to the believers at Philippi hinted that in the

house of God, not all people seek the things which are
Christ's;

"But 9 ﬁaﬁe in the Lord Jesus to send Wmof@ fo Yyou
soon, that 9 also mav be cheered up when 9 know how ' jou
are /ainﬂ, For 9 have no one else ﬁﬁwmim/ep[ wﬁo will
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fm@ care ahout you., For fﬁf,y all seek their own, not the
fﬁinﬂy of Jesus Christ” Pﬁiﬁ/}/}iﬂny 2:49-21,

Most people seek their own in the pursuit of joy not
seeking that which is Christ's. What is Christ's? What
are our preoccupations in the arena of prayer? Most
often, we do things not because of Christ, but for
ourselves. On the contrary, whatever we do should
have Christ at the fulcrum of it. Let that which is Christ's
be our meditation day and night. This scripture is
pointing out that we should be preoccupied with the
burden on the heart of Christ. If you love anyone, you
will make the person's burden yours. There will always
be a diligent search for the burden of the person in
order to fulfil it.

At the tender age of 12, Christ was wise in His ways. He
rebuked the ignorance of His parents by making them
know He had to be about His father's business. This
was when He was found in the temple engaging the
doctors of the law in theological discourses. Although
being young, he was conscious of the fact that the
burden of the father ought to be shared. Christ did not
come to do His own will, but that of the father who sent
Him (John 6:38).
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In Luke 19:9-10, the reason the son of man came was
to seek and to save the lost;

“esus said to him, "‘fop/ay, salyation has come to this
house, hecause he also is a son of. Abraham, For the Son of
Wan came to seek and fo save that which was lost",

Unfortunately, most people have faith for things which
are dear to their hearts, but not things that are dear to
God. We often have faith for physical things but not
those which are eternal such as the souls of men. The
faith that, when we preach to a person that fellow will be
saved is largely lacking. This really reveals the spiritual
temperature of our hearts. May God increase our faith
in this direction.

"Which of you men, if you had one hundred J'ﬁeep, and
lost one of them, wouldn't leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness, and 90 after the one that was lost, unfil he
found it? When he has found it he carvies it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. When he comes home, he calls
foyefﬁe:ﬂ his ﬁﬂiemﬁ' and his ne@%om’, J'@iry to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for 9 have found my 5'ﬁeep which was
lost! 9 fe//you that even so there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine
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;@ﬁfeam’ /Jeop/e who need no repentance. Or what
woman, if she had ten drachma coins, if she lost one
drachma coim, wouldn't @ﬁfﬂ /ﬂm/,v, sweef the house, and
seok Al en@ until she found it? When she has found it
she ca]g foyefﬁer her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for 9 have found the meﬁmw wic 9
had lost. Even so, 9 tell you, there I8 joy in the [rresence of
the myeﬁ' of God over one sinner mpenﬁrg " Luke 15:4-10

The question we should ask ourselves based on this
scripture is, do we seek to pursue a soul until that soul
is saved? | think Christ and some preachers never gave
up on us until we were saved. This scripture helps us
know the value of a soul before God. Persistence is key
here. | learnt about a man who prayed for a particular
person for over two decades to be saved. Within that
period the man never gave his life to Christ until after
the demise of the servant of God. The story goes on to
reveal that this man later became an evangelist who
won many to Christ. That is the value of a soul. The
person who wins souls is wise (Proverbs 11:30).
Surprisingly, most Christians cannot boast of a person
they have won into the kingdom. By this | am excluding
invitations to church programmes. Apart from knowing
the value of a soul, the scripture also points out the
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appropriate time to rejoice. There are times that
rejoicing must of necessity be out of the equation in the
house of God. When there is sin in the church then
there is no course for rejoicing (1 Corinthians 5:1-2).
However, we ought to rejoice when the “ninety nine” of
us are righteous, needing no repentance. A leader's joy
should be that the people under him obey God and pay
allegiance to Him. John said he had no greater joy than
that his children walk in truth (3 John 4). Have you ever
thought of the time you were holy before God? Was it
not joyful? Sin robs us of such tremendous joy in living
in obedience to God.

Additionally the scripture makes it clear that there is
another kind of joy that supersedes that of having
“ninety nine” righteous souls. That is when one soul is
worn to Christ. But most of us do not know the value of
a soul and for that matter we do not rejoice at the
salvation of a person as opposed to us getting one
material/financial breakthrough or the other. We are
supposed to seek for souls with diligence. Angels never
rejoice over our seemingly breakthroughs, but rather
rejoice in the fact that a sinner is saved. This is a great
lesson to all of us. “Won't you revive us again, That your
people may rejoice in you?” Psalm 85:6
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C hapterg

Hating Sinv

In one of the chapters, we looked at the need to seek
God by following in the steps of Christ. As part of
following the steps of Christ, we need to learn
something very important about His life which was the
hatred for sin. Isaiah 11:3 has this prophetic comment
about our saviour in that “His delight will be in the fear of
Yahweh. He will not judge by the sight of his eyes,
Neither decide by the hearing of his ears”. Fearing God
predisposes one to departing from iniquity.
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“You have loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil
of gladness above your fellows” Hebrews 1:9. This
scripture clearly depicts one characteristic of Christ that
distinguished Him from others right from infancy up to
the time He ascended into glory. The hatred for sin. Itis
one thing to depart from sin and another thing to hate
sin. And from His example, we gather that there is the
need for us to also have perfect hatred for sin. There is
the need for us to take sin serious because our Lord
Himself does not take sin lightly at all.

"Ue took ﬂﬂfg the ﬁwy of the Amalekites alive, and
uffe@ ﬁ/eyﬁﬂoye/ all'the peop/e with the e@e of the sword" 1
Sam. 15:48,

| presume we are familiar with this incident in the Bible.
In condensing the facts of the story, God required a
radical overthrow of the Amalekites and the other ©
ites”. Instead of totally annihilating these enemies of
God, Saul in his myopic thinking decided to spare the
King of the Amalekites. Over here, the general of God's
army failed to grasp the basic tactics of warfare, which
is to destroy first and foremost the strongman (Matthew
12:29). This disobedience displeased the Lord so much
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so that, He could not hold His peace but to speak out.
He revealed to the prophet Samuel that He had
regretted making Saul a King over His people. The
judgment of God had already been released over his
head. However, the good news was that God found His
prophet who would execute his commands to the letter.
From the following verse, we are told that the prophet
shredded King Agag into pieces in obedience to the
word of God:

"Then said Samuel, Bm’nj you here to me Zlﬂaj the Kny
of the Amalekites. Agag came to him cﬁeerfu@. Agag
said, Smﬂe‘/y the bitterness af/em% i ﬁm‘f. Samuelsaid, As
Your sword has made women childless, so shall your
mother be childless among women, Samuel hewed ﬂﬂ@
in pieces before Yahwehin G@a/’ 1Sam15:32~33

It appears in scripture that the prophetic ministry did not
entertain sin at all. Unlike so many who pamper sin for
sordid gain, these prophets were ruthless against sin.
An interesting event happened in the days of King Ahab
with Prophet Elijah at the centre of “controversy” (1
Kings 18:40). When the heavens were shut over Israel
for over three years, God finally split the heavens for a
downpour. This was however precipitated by the
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obedience of the prophet of God. After Elijah had
repaired the broken altars of God, fire finally came
down to cause Israel's knees to bend at the majestic
feet of the one who is faithful and true. Interestingly,
Elijah did not end there, but rather commanded that all
the prophets of Baal be rounded up and brought to the
brook Kishon. There the prophet of God slew them with
none escaping the edge of his sword. After this
unforgettable episode, the prophet then commanded
Ahab to accelerate faster since there was the sound of
an abundance of rain. The prophet executed the
judgement of God in the land of Israel in a radical
fashion that provoked the rains. The worship of Baal
turned the hearts of God's children away from Him. The
prophets of Baal, as signposts, diverted the course of
the children of God which necessitated that Elijah
contests them. This singular act of the prophet hints
that God does not take sin lightly at all. Therefore if
anyone by his sin of commission causes others to
defiantly disobey the commands of God, then that
person must be deleted from the face of the earth. The
devastating effect of sin is that the heavens are shut
over a person's life. Sin severs our relationship with the
Lord so much so that, we cannot even hear Him when
He speaks. Sin like thick wax blocks the waves of truth
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from entering a person's life. This is why people will not
listen to the authentic voices of God. We are spiritually
atrophied because of sin, which is manifest in spiritual
weakness and defeat. Dealing drastically with sin
therefore opens the heavens over our lives.

In line with these scenarios, the account and conduct of
Jehu adds more weight to the need to deal with sin
drastically:

"“When he was ;/epmﬂfe;/ there, he @ﬁfw/ on Jehonadah
the son of Rechab coming to meet him; and he ﬂreefe/
him, and said to him, 9s your heart rijﬁf, as my heart is
with your heart? Yehonadab answered, 9t is. IFit be, ﬂiue
me your hand, He  gave him his ﬁamé and he fooé him up
to him into the chariot. He said, Come with me, and see my
zeal for Yahweh, So fﬁgy made him ride in his chariot,
When he came to Samaria, he struck all who remained fo
Ahab in Samaria, until he had /eyfr(yeﬁ/ him, accordin
to the word 0}[ Yahweh, which he Jpoée to Eliiah, 9@5{
ﬂﬂfﬁem/ all the peoﬁ/e faﬂel%n%", and said to them, Ahal
served Raal a (ittle; bhut Jehu will serve him much, Now
therefore call to me all the pmpﬁefy of Baal, all his
wom’ﬁiﬁﬁm‘, and all his [riests; let none he wanting: for 9
have a great sacrifice to do to Baal: whoever shall be
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wanﬁry, he shall not live, But Jehu did itin yuéf/e@, fo the
intent that he mijﬁf/eyfmy the womﬁi/;ﬁem of Baal, Jehu
said, \S’ancz‘ify a solemn m’yemé@ for Baal. The

pmc/aime&/ it. Yehu sent through all Israel: and all the
worshi pers of Baalcame, so that there was not a man left
that didn’t come, Tﬁ@ came into the house of Baal; and
the house of Baal was filled from one end to another. He
said to him who was over the vestry, Bring forth vestments
for all the womﬁi’/}/)em' of Baal, He ém@ﬁf them forth
vestments, Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab,
into the house of Baal; and he said to the wom‘ﬁippery of
Raal, Search, and look that there be here with  you none 0][
the servants of Yahweh, but the womﬁippem‘ of Baal 07@,
Tﬁey went in to offer sacrifices and hurnt oﬁ[eriryy, Now
Yehu had ﬂ/}ﬁoinfe/ him eiﬂﬁ@ men outside, and said, 9f
any of the men whom 9 ém’@ into your hands escafe, he
who lefs him 90 his life shall be for the life of him. 9
ﬁaﬁpene&[ as soon as he had made an end of oﬁ[em'@ the
burnt Oﬁ[ei"il’lﬂ, that Jehu said to the juam/ and to the
mﬁfm’m’, Go in, and kill them; lef none come ][oﬁﬁ. Tﬁey
struck them with the e;@e 0][ the sword. and the juam/ and
the captains cast them out, and went to the city of the house
of Baal, Tﬁey brought forth the pi//am' that were in the
house of Raal, and burned them. Tﬁey broke down the
pi//mﬂ of Baal, and broke down the house of Baal, and

64



made it a latrine, fo this p/ay, Thus Jehu &/eyfmye;/ Raal
outof Jsvacl, However from the sins of Jeroboam theson of
Nebat. with which he made Israel to sin, Jehu didn't
&/e/mrf from after them, to wit, the ﬂ(?/&/fm calves that were
in Bethel, and that were in Dan, Yahweh said fo Jehu,
RBecause you have done wellin e)(ecufinﬂ that which is @M
inmy eyes, and have done to the house of Ahab accomﬁnj
to all that was in my heart, Your sons of the fourth
generation shallsiton the throne of Jsvael”

2 Kings10:(5-30

Jehu was anointed King in Israel in a dramatic fashion
to execute the judgment of God as declared by the
prophet Elijah. Jehu, driven by the zeal of the most high
told Jehonadad the son of Rechab to come and see the
zeal of God in him. By zeal, Jehu slew all those who
were associated with Ahab. The special group left to be
executed was the prophets of Baal. Through trickery,
Jehu was able to sift the prophets and worshippers of
Baal from the rest of Israel. Jehu by this act, ended the
worship of Baal at that time in Israel. Due to his
obedience in executing the commands of God, God
swore that Jehu will not lack a man to sit on the throne
of Israel up to the fourth generation.
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Such is the reward for faithfulness and dealing with sin
ruthlessly. The lesson therefore is that we are not to
take sin lightly in our lives. Christ came to die for our
sins so that we will no longer live in sin. The grace of
God has been revealed to us, to help us dominate sin
(Titus 2:11). Therefore there is the need for us to hate
sin like Christ did. There is the need for us to fear God
as evidenced in hating evil (Proverbs 8:13).

"But there also arose false ﬁmpﬁefy among the ﬁeo/?/e, as
amonyg you also there will be false teachers, who wi//s‘ecre;/y
érinﬂ in destructive heresies, ﬁ/ﬂ@i@ even the Master who
émgﬁf them, éri@iry on themselves swift destruction,
Mm/y will fo//ow their immoral ways, and as a vesull, the
way of the truth will he ma@ne;[ In covetousness L‘ﬁey will
ex/a/oifyou with pﬁzce/?ﬁue words: whose sentence now from
of old doesn't linger, and their destruction will not slumber.
Forif God pﬁﬂg' t spare myeﬁ' when fﬁey sinned, hut cast
them down to Tartaras , and committed them to pits of
darkness, to be reserved fojw/ ment; and didn'f spare the
ancient world, but preyem/e/ Noah with seven others, a
ﬁremﬁe;ﬂ of ;ﬂiﬂﬁfeoumeﬂ, when he érmgﬁfﬂ flood on the
world of the Wy(m@; and turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah info ashes, condemmed them to destruction,
ﬁm/iry made them an exﬂmﬁ[e to those who would fve
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unﬂw@; and delvered ryﬁfeaw Lot. who was very
distressed by the lustful life of the wicked (for that m’yﬁfeom‘
man dwell ing amonyg them, was tormented in his m’yﬁfeaw
soul from ;/ﬂy fo /ﬂy with seeing and ﬁem”irig lwless
deeds): the Lord knows how to deliver the ﬂO;@ out 0/[
fempz‘ﬂﬁ(m and to Kee/v the un@ﬁfeow under ﬁuniyﬁmenf
forthe da oﬁ'm@menf"z Peter 2:1-9.

From this scripture, we are made aware that Noah was
a preacher of righteousness in his days. That which
befell the people of those days are to serve as
examples to those afterwards who will decide to live
ungodly lives. Lot on the other hand vexed his righteous
soul as he continually beheld the sinful deeds of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Although Lot lived in Sodom and
Gomorrah, he was vexed in his spirit because of the
sins of the people. Are you vexed in your spirit when
you hear for instance that another country has legalized
homosexuality? Brethren, there is the need to arise and
confront sin in the church as well as the community in
which we find ourselves. Such are the people God uses
in bringing about a revival.
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Chapterg

Worthy candidates
of Revival

"For yow;owyeﬁ/ey know, brothers, our visit fo  You wasn t
in vain, lbut ﬁm/i@ mﬁ[em/ 661[0:% and been 5'ﬁameﬂf@
treated, as you know, at Y%fﬁ/}/}i, we grew hold in our God
fo fe//you the Good News of God in much conflict. For our
exhortation is not of ervor, nor of uncleanness, nor in
/eceﬁﬁon. But even as we have heen aﬁﬁmue&/ @ God to
be entrusted with the Good News, so we Jpea&' not as
/J/emi@ men, but God, who tests our hearts, For neither
were we at any time found using words of, f/aﬁ‘ery, as you
know, nor a cloak of covetousness (God is witness), nor

m@'ry jfow from men [ neither fmm You nor from
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others), when we mlgﬁf have claimed ﬂufﬁoiﬂ@ as ﬂpoyz‘/ey
of Christ" t Thessalonians 2:1-6

The qualification of candidates worthy to preach the
gospel are clearly spelt out in this preceding scripture.
Faithful preachers of the gospel have the honor of
Christ and not men to be the sole motivation for their
preaching. If God searches the heart of a man and such
a motive is not his contemplation, then He cannot
entrust him with the true gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

The worthy candidates of revival are those who can say
like Paul in Philippians 3:8 that for the sake of the
gospel, they have lost so and so. Interestingly, Paul
never talks about the physical benefits he got from
preaching the gospel, but rather the things he suffered
for His sake. That is not to say that Paul never got some
financial blessings in the course of his ministry. The
import of all these is that, that was not his focus.

There were times some of the apostles had to reject
financial provisions from the gentiles (3 John 3).
Certainly, these men were not covetous. He told the
believers at Ephesus that, when he preached among
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them, he never coveted anyone's goods (Acts 20:23).
By implication, there is the tendency that as a preacher,
one would be covetous. Paul and the other apostles
dignified the ministry to the shame of so many of us
today who continually betray our Lord because of
covetousness.

A careful search of the scriptures reveal that the
prophets of old were never given to covetousness.
Elisha knew when to, and when not to accept financial
gifts from people (2 Kings 5:16). His servant Gehazi,
however, did not have such discernment. What his
master rejected, he accepted. He had failed to deal with
covetousness in his life. This led him to betray his
master Elisha and the core values of their prophetic
mandate. In the end he was white washed with leprosy.
Before Christ came into the limelight, He had to
overcome the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life. By showing Him the glories of this
world, the devil intended to use the tool of
covetousness to cause Him to bow to him. Thanks be to
God, He was able to overcome all these temptations. In
like manner, | am also of the conviction that for God to
qualify one for the gospel, the person will have to
overcome covetousness in his or her life. From Jesus's
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example covetousness can cause you to betray our
Lord Jesus Christ. Some, for the glories of this earth
have seized to fix their gaze on things above. The
gospel is to be entrusted into the hands of those who do
not handle the word of God with deceit (2 Cor 4:2). Paul
charged Timothy to preach the word, to be instant in
season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2). He simply
meant that the young man should be faithful with the
word of God, whether the times were favourable or not.
In concluding this chapter, | leave you with this
assurance that God never forsakes the faithful.
Remember when Daniel was thrown into the lion's den,
the lions could not devour him. The testimony
concerning Daniel was that he was a man that
continually served God. In Babylon, he and his friends
were faithful to the laws of God. They never bent their
knee to the systems of their day. May God help us, and
make us worthy candidates of revival.
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING?

Please note that...

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in
the spiritual death and separation of man from God;
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all
men, because all sinned...So then as through one
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through
one act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.”
Romans 5:12-13, 18.

The second Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order
to take away sin from the human race; “But God
commends his own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8.

Your part of the arrangement is to receive the grace or
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17).
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You must understand that faith without works is dead,
so God expects you to obey and receive this free gift
(but costly) salvation with your free will; “But as many
as received him, to them he gave the right to become
God's children, to those who believe in his name: who
were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13.

The most important decision you have to make now is
to be born again (John3:1-8). Being born again is to
repent of your sins and to submit yourself to be
baptized by immersion (and not by sprinkling) as well
as receive the Holy Spirit; “Peter said to them, "Repent,
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38.

The grace of God is not a license for you to sin, but
rather to receive strength to live in obedience to God's
word (Titus 2:11-14).

You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity), live a
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in
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hypocrisy; “However God's firm foundation stands,
having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are his,
and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord
depart from unrighteousness.”2 Timothy 2:19.
“‘Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies
himself, even as he is pure.” 1John 3:3.

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make
2 Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live
a defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring you are
found in Christ even at His glorious appearing.

| however caution that you beware of people who
preach Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another
Spirit as in line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4.

For more information, please contact us via the following
address:
Revealed Oracles of God
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya
Accra, Ghana-West Africa.
+233 0551 341 495 / +233 0209 043
revealedoracles@yahoo.com
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