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INTRODUCTION

Men are to be challenged in this end-time to
radically forsake the world and its pleasures as
scripture enjoins us to. A life of laxity and
entertainment-Christianity is never in consonance
with what the gospel of our Lord is all about. Some
key words you will come across in the pages of
this book are 'mourning', 'weeping', 'eating &
drinking' and above all the assignment of a 'voice'
will be clearly defined.

Is been said that, the true Christian is one who
becomes a sacrifice in order to call attention to the
truth that Christ is the only true sacrifice. In
succeeding pages, | will among others pursue the
following order;

Show why the gospel is preached to the poor or
humble, those who qualify to be comforted by the
Lord when all is being said and done, why we
should hate a life of ease etc. Enjoy reading.
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CHAPTER o N E

THE SPIRIT OF
THE LORD IS UPON ME

"The Spirit of the Lovd Yahweh is on me;
because Yahweh has anointed me to preach
Jqoo/ news to the humble; he has sent me to bind
up the broken-hearted, to /Mﬂoc/aim ﬁéem‘y to
the captives, and the opening [of the frison Jto
those who are hound" sainh 61:4

Many people have given their opinion as to what
the above scripture really stands for. This was the
scripture which concerned the ministry of Jesus
Christ. The first assignment He was to undertake
was to preach the gospel to the meek (KJV). The
root word translated as meek is ‘anav’ which
means to be depressed (figuratively) in the mind.

The manifestation of this prophecy was recorded
in the book of Luke. Jesus stood in the synagogue
of the Jews and the book of the prophet Isaiah



was given to Him. He opened to the portion that
concerned His mission on earth and started to
read;

"The Spim‘f 0][ the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to '/mmcﬁ Ja/ogp/ news to the poor.

He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to
ﬁroc/aim release to the captives, recovering of
ﬂyﬁf to the blind, to deliver those who are
crushed” Luke 4:48

From the above scripture we will notice Christ
replaced the word meek (humble) in Isaiah with
poor. The root word for poor in this scripture is
'ptochos’'which means a beggar (pauper).

This should give us a hint that He was explaining
the meek in the prophecy of Isaiah (which looked
a bit ambiguous). The question then is, why was
Christ sent to preach the gospel to the poor?
Again, what does it mean to be poor (meek)? | will
therefore endeavor to explain the meaning of the
poor (from the original text) and how it relates to
meekness as well as why Christ was sent to this
group of people.



In the Spiritual Writings of Kierkegaard
(provocations, compiled and edited by Charles E.
Moore) he was of the view that the original gospel
in the New Testament is (was), “preached for “the
poor,” and it is preached by the poor who, if they
in other respects were not suffering, would
eventually suffer by proclaiming the gospel; since
suffering is inseparable from following Christ,
from telling the truth.” Interestingly he goes on to
amplify his thought in that, “When preaching the
gospel became a livelihood, even a lush
livelihood, then the gospel became good news for
the rich and for the mighty. For how else was the
preacher to acquire and secure rank and dignity
unless Christianity secured the best for all?
Christianity thus ceased to be glad tidings for
those who suffer, a message of hope that
transfigures suffering into joy, but a guarantee for
the enjoyment of life intensified and secured by
the hope of eternity.”

What this implies is, “The gospel no longer
benefits the poor essentially. In fact, Christianity
has now even become a downright injustice to



those who suffer (although we are not always
conscious of this, and certainly unwilling to admit
to it). Today the gospel is preached to the rich, the
powerful, who have discovered it to be
advantageous. We are right back again to the
very state original Christianity wanted to oppose!
The rich and powerful not only get to keep
everything, but their success becomes the mark
of their piety, the sign of their relationship to God.
And this prompts the old atrocity again namely,
the idea that the unfortunate, the poor are to
blame for their condition; that it is because they
are not pious enough, are not true Christians, that
they are poor, whereas the rich have not only
pleasure but piety as well. This is supposed to be
Christianity. Compare it with the New Testament,
and you will see that this is as far from that as
possible.”

One important truth we must take note is, Christ
[though He is (was) rich], became poor so that
we through His poverty might become rich. He is
indeed the friend of the poor (whether figuratively
or literally). Christ, throughout the gospels never



praised the rich, but always pronounced woe on
them (that is, those who amass wealth here on
earth). Most of the rich people in Christ's days
oppressed the poor in order to make their wealth.
This practice was what God hated, as there was
no justice for the poor.

In our days, the situation is not different from what
pertained in Israel. God's throne is built on the
foundation of righteousness and justice (Psalm
89:14). Therefore it necessitated Christ institute
the justice of God by being an advocate for the
poor. His manifestation therefore was to give a
sigh of relief for those who were poor. Justice
demanded that those who were rich (mostly
through dubious means) give back their riches to
the people they had cheated. For example
whenever goods and services are being taxed,
the rich always pass it on to the consumer. It's
unfair to give both the rich and the poor a level
playing field. Rich consumers have a way of
absorbing cost to in turn pass it on to the poor. At

the end of the day it is the poor who always suffer.
The reason there is poverty in so many countries

is simply because of the greed of the rich. The rich



amass wealth while their fellow brothers and
sisters suffer need. This is evil in the sight of God
and those people need to repent. If it is in ones
power to help alleviate poverty and he overlooks
it, God will not leave such a fellow unpunished.

It is not uncommon to observe in Africa how
politicians spend profligately and still go to
Europe cup in hand for grants and loans. If Africa
for example could cut down corruption and
prodigality, there wouldn't be any need for us to
go to Europe for assistance. We cannot hold only
the politician to ransom, but must also lash at
many so called religious men who live in opulence
after soliciting for funds to be used in serving the
poor communities in Africa.

| personally see it to be absurd for an individual to
own aircrafts whiles people from his village or
town (not to even talk of the nation as a whole) are
languishing in poverty. There are some people in
Africa who can single handedly alleviate the
poverty of the people in the villages and towns
they come from. No one can carry the image of
God and feel comfortable to be indifferent to the



plight of the poor.

Apart from most of the rich who get their wealth
through unrighteous means, there is also the
group who get theirs through God's approved
channel of honesty and sincerity. God however
expects them to also give to the under privileged
and destitute since that is one of the reasons why
God blessed them.

In God's own wisdom, He has designed that man
does not need a lot to survive. You can bear
witness that whenever one even over eats, it is
very hard for him or her to engage in spiritual
activities. A little of the things we possess are just
enough to take care of us and to keep us healthy.
The cause of some people's illnesses is because
of excesses in diet among others. God wanted to
teach us these truths right from the wilderness by
the way He led the Israelites. Scripture makes us
understand that God fed them with manna,
clothed them with raiment and sandals (which did
not grow old) just to teach them this basic truth of
life.



He did not make them live in excesses but gave
them what they needed per time. This is the same
reason Christ taught His disciples to pray for their
daily needs. Living on our needs and not our
wants is able to keep us humble in order not to
forget God. This places us in the position to
always depend on God thereby putting our faith in
Him. If we hoard, there is the temptation to trust
in our possessions.

| have always heard some argue that we have
poor people who are very proud whiles there are
some of the rich who are humble. | refuse the
temptation to dispute this fact. Nevertheless, God
knows all these and has still deemed it fit to
instruct us in the direction of the subject matter
under discussion. Let us however know, pride is
also a spirit. All things being equal, the poor
materially and spiritually are disposed to seeing
their need for God. In The Way of Perfection by St.
Teresa of Avila, she even gets to the level of
saying that, “the Lord has enabled me to realize in
some small degree what blessings are to be

found in holy poverty. Those of them
who practise it will also realize this, though



perhaps not as clearly as | do; for, although | had
professed poverty, | was not only without poverty
of spirit, but my spirit was devoid of all restraint.
Poverty is good and contains within itself all the
good things in the world. It is a great domain -- |
mean that he who cares nothing for the good
things of the world has dominion over them all.
What do kings and lords matter to me if | have no
desire to possess their money, or to please them,
if by so doing | should cause the least displeasure
to God? And what do their honours mean to me if |
have realized that the chief honour of a poor man
consists in his being truly poor?”

She also came to the understanding that, “honour
and money nearly always go together, and that he
who desires honour never hates money, while he
who hates money cares little for honour.
Understand this clearly, for | think this concern
about honour always implies some slight regard
for endowments or money: seldom or never is a
poor man honoured by the world; however worthy
of honour he may be, he is apt rather to be
despised by it. With true poverty there goes a
different kind of honour to which nobody can take



objection. | mean that, if poverty is embraced for
God's sake alone, no one has to be pleased save
God. It is certain that a man who has no need of
anyone has many friends: in my own experience |
have found this to be very true.”

Whenever we feel there is a need in our lives
which must be met, we will always put our trust in
God and be content with what we have;.

"Be free from the love of money, content with
such fﬁinﬂy as you have, for he has said, ") will

in no way leave you, neither will 9 in any way
Zo:ﬂmée you, ?{eéiﬂew@ 5

Our journey on this earth also entails a
'wilderness' experience before our entry into
‘Jordan'. Even in our Jordan we still need to fight
for our inheritance in the Lord, which in a nutshell
are spiritual blessings. All the great people in the

scriptures at a time had their wilderness
experience. This was meant to teach them to be

humble. There is a time appointed by God when
we will leave this earth and enjoy with Him in

Heaven. It is however important for us to note,



there are some of His children He will bless
abundantly on this earth (not by their own might)
in order to establish His covenant (in our case
help push the gospel with their finances). Before
He does so, He mostly takes the individual
through the wilderness experience so that when
He endows him or her with wealth, he would have
first been accustomed to the humble life by living
on his needs. He will consequently not amass
wealth but rather distribute it for the benefit of
others through the support of the gospel. When
one does not amass wealth, he is able to deliver
himself from worldly lusts which war against the
soul;

"Beloved, I éeﬂ 1you as foreiﬂnery and) pi@rimy,
to abstain from /%yﬁ@ lusts, which war
against the soul" (Peter 2:11

According to the Scripture above, worldly lust
wages war (not just fight) against our soul. This
suggests, when one wishes to always fulfill the
desires of the flesh, there is the tendency the
fellow may not enter into the kingdom of God.
When we cast our minds back to the wilderness,



we will realize the Israelites did not want to live on
only the manna God provided for them, but were
craving for the delicious things in Egypt where
they came from. They therefore worried God to
supply them with what they wanted, which
eventually led to the destruction of most of them in
the wilderness;

"So fﬁey ate, and were well filled. He gave
them their own desire. 'Tﬁfiy didn't turn from
their cravings, Their food was et in their
mouths, when the anger of God went up
against them, killed some of the fattest of them,
and struck down the young men 0][ Ysrael "
Psalm 78:29-31

%m‘ﬂm/e into craving in the desert, and fested
God in the wasteland. He gave them their
m,meyf, but_sent leanness into their soul"

Psalm 106:44~15

Just as most of the Israelites were not able to

enter the Promised Land because they lusted, in
the same way so many professing believers will

not gain access into heaven simply because they



are busy fulfilling the desires of their flesh by
lusting after the world. Paul the Apostle advised
that, because of the times in which we live, we
should not abuse ourselves with the things of the
world (KJV). Excesses (which in the sight of God,
is actually feeding on other people's needs)
normally turn into a curse in people's lives;

"And those who use the world, as not using itto

the fullest. For the mode of this world fpasses
away. " {Corinthians 7:31

From the life of Paul one would realize he never
abused the world. Therefore he could say to the
church in Galatia that he was crucified to it;

"But far be it from me to bhoast, excepl in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ fﬁmugﬁ which
the world has been crucified to me, and 9 to the
world." Galations 6:12

This was true in his life since when he went to
Ephesus, he never coveted any ones silver, gold
or clothing;



"9 coveted no one’s silver, or Jqo/;[ or c/ofﬁinj/.

You youme/uey know that these hands served
my necessities, and those who were with me.”
Acts 20:33-34

So in order for him to enter heaven, he never paid
heed to the desires of his flesh. That is why he
kept his body under subjection so that after he
had preached the gospel he will be allowed entry
into heaven. Paul wanted to convey to us that we
should subdue the flesh whiles on earth, as it
carries the potential of making us love the world
[and become enemies of God (Philippians 3:18-
19)5;

"But 9 beat my 50@ and ém’ry it into
submission, lest @ any means, after 9 have
ﬁreacﬁe/ to others, 9 myyeé[ should " he
rg’ecfea[ "t Corinthians 9:27

Dick lverson in his book Maintaining Balance
buttresses the subject matter in question with the
following tone, thus, “the Bible teaches that the
way to live is to die”, and thus any attempt to
minimize the cost of discipleship needs to be



rejected. He further states that “the flesh rebels
against the concepts of selflessness, sacrifice for
others, and laying down one's life. Words like
“repentance, tribulation, afflictions and suffering”
are not a part of many people's vocabulary. If
there is a way to reason around the cross and
clothe our self-centeredness in a spiritual
sounding phrase then we can keep our carnal
nature and our form of religion. We can keep our
conscience placated.”

In effect Paul became poor (made himself) so he
could obey the gospel. The advice he gives us is
that we should follow his example just like he told
the church in Corinth in the scriptures below;

"9 5ej you therefore, be_imitators of me,"
t Corinthians 4:46

"Be_imitators of me,_even as 9 also am of
Christ." t Corinthians 1t:4

Therefore becoming humble is a choice, as
God does not force anyone to obey Him. To help
us understand the subject matter in question, let



me first of all establish what the gospel is all

about. From the book of revelation, we gather that
this is what the gospel is about;

"9 saw an ﬂi’lﬂﬂ/ /@Wy in mid heaven, ﬁﬂw’ry

an eternal Good News to ﬁ:ﬂoc/ﬂim to those who

dwell on the earth, and to every nation, tribe,

/anﬂu@e, and /730/7[9, He said with a loud
voice, "Fear the Lord, and  give him ﬂ/{)@; for
the hour of ﬁi{/’uﬂ{gmenf has come, Wom'ﬁip

him who made the heaven, the earth, the sea,

and fﬁe;prinﬂy of waters” Revelation 1:6- 7

From this overview, you will realize the main
component of the gospel is to fear God and obey
him or else we stand the danger of the judgment
of God. This in a sense is what Solomon also
wanted to convey to us all in the following
scripture;

"This is the end of the matter. Zll has bheen
heard. Fear God, and éeeﬁ his
commandments; for this is the whole ﬁ/m‘y of
man. For God will Eri@ every work into
Jm@mem‘, with every hidden fﬁi@, whether it



ﬂyam{ orwhetheritisevil” Ecclesiastes 12:43~
14

Now, looking at Solomon we realize he was a

man who really amassed wealth and satisfied his
lusts. In the end it led him into the world and

caused him to worship other gods. What we are to
learn from his experience is, craving for the things
of the world and amassing of wealth leads us into
idolatry, and you and | know from the scriptures
that idolaters have no part in the kingdom of God,;

"Or don't you know that the unrighteous will
not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don't be
deceived, Neither the J’SXMﬂ@ immoral, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male proyﬁfufej',
nor homosexuals, "t Corinthions 6:9

"Neither be idolaters, as some of them were, Zls
it is written, "The ‘/aeolﬁ/e sat down to eat ond
drink,and rose up fo '/9/@14 "t Corinthians10: 7

The conclusion of his life therefore tells us of the
need to fear God. This is because when we have
the fear of God in us we will not chase after the
world nor amass wealth to ourselves. You and |



know, the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom (Proverbs 9:10) and it is this wisdom
which is able to lead us into salvation as Paul told
Timothy;

"From infancy, you have known the sacred
wriﬁnﬂy which are able to make you wise /[or
salvation fﬁimgﬁ faith, which is in Christ
Desus.” 2 W’mof@ 345

With the above understanding, let us first and
foremost try to define what the fear of God really
is, as found in the scripture below;

"The fear of Yahweh is to hate evil 9 hate

'/Wiﬁ/f}, arrogance, the evil way, and the peruem
mouth, " Proverbs 8:13

From the definition above we will notice, if we
really fear God then we will hate pride and
arrogance. What then constitutes pride in the
sight of God? When we know what pride is in the
sight of God, then we will really understand why
the gospel is preached to the poor (meek or

humble). Before | continue, let me first of all
remind us that anybody who is a friend of the



world is an enemy of God;

"You adullerers and adulteresses, don' you
know that ﬁﬂieméﬁip with the world is enmify
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God." James 4:4

If one loves the world, how can he or she obey the
gospel of Jesus Christ? This is one of the reasons
| believe Jesus demanded that before His
disciples follow Him, they had to part company
with the world by giving their wealth to the poor;

"But seek God's 'K;’nj&/om, and all these fﬁi@y
will be added to you. Don't be ﬂ][mi&/, little
flock, for it is your Father's ﬂoa/ ﬁ/emwe fo
give you the 7<inj/om, Sell that which you
have, and give jiﬁ’y to the nee@, Make for
yom’eﬁ/ey [urses which don't grow old, a
treasure in the heavens that doesn't fm’[ where
no thief ﬂppmacﬁey, neither moth a@n‘royy,
For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be a/ so. Let your waist be awé/ and
Your /am/ay 5mﬂmm/ ' Luke12;31-35




The wisdom behind this was, they will learn to
totally depend on Him for their needs. Also, they
were not supposed to store their treasures here

on earth. If they stored their treasures on earth,
Their hearts would have been fixed on this earth

and not heaven.

So to help them fix their eyes on Christ who is
above, they needed to give out their wealth in
order for them to have treasures in heaven.
Storing our treasures in heaven consequently
directs our hearts there. Paul advised the church
of Colossae to fix their affections on things above;

”9/[ then you were raised foyefﬁer with Christ,
seek the fﬁinﬂx that are above, where Christ is,
seated on the riﬂﬁf hand of God. Set your mind
on the fﬁinﬂy that are alove, not on the fﬁinﬂy
that arve on the earth. For you died, and’ ‘your
life s hidden with Christin God. When Christ,
our life, is revealed, then you will also be revealed
with himin ﬂfaw " Colossians 3:1-4

When we choose to amass wealth here on earth,
our hearts will be here on earth. If our hearts are
here on earth because we have our treasures



here, then we will become the enemies of the
cross (as we will be serving our belly and not
God). This means, anyone who is worldly minded
is set at variance with God. The reason being, the
worldly person is full of the lust of the eyes, the

lust of the flesh and the pride of life. These are the
Bonafide property of Satan. Remember these

were the things he tempted Jesus with, but failed.
All these lusts for the things of the world are pride
in the sight of God as revealed in the following
Scripture;

"You ask, and don't receive, because you ask
with wrong mobives, so that you may spend it

for your ﬁ/emmﬂej You M/u/fe;ﬂe;ﬂj and
a/uﬁ‘emwj don't you know that friends ﬁl/)
with the world is enm@ with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you
think that the Sem’pz‘we says in vain, "The
\Sﬁlm‘ who lives in us yearns) Wtﬂ?m@ '? But he

gives more grace. Tﬁem}[om it says, Goa/ resists
the /wow/ but gives grace to the humble," Be
m@'em‘ therefore to God, But resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw near fo God,



and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, youyinnem'; and| ﬁw@  your hearts, You
double-minded. Lament, mourn, and weep

Let your /ﬁm&/ﬁfer be turned to mourning, and

Your 7014 fo q/oom Humble Moumﬁ/ej n fﬁe
JiJo/ﬁf of L%e Lovd, and he will exalt you.”
James 4:3-10

So in order to obtain the grace of God, you have
to humble yourself. How then can you humble
yourself in this instance? By not amassing the
things of this earth for the purpose of self-
gratification but rather, be a distributor to meet the
needs of others whom you know are in need of
the basic necessities of life. By this action, you
become truly rich in the sight of God;

"o Jﬁoﬁe a /mmé/e to them, saying, "The
ﬂroum/ of a certain rich man ém@ﬁf forth
aéumfftn@, He reasoned within himself,
5'@1’@, "What will 9 do, hecause 9 don't have
room to store my croﬁy? He said, 'This is what
9will do. I will, ﬁu// down my barns, and build
é%ei" ones, and there 9 will store all’ my grain



and my jooa@. 9 will tell my soul, "Soul, you
have many ﬂowé' lnid up for many years, Take
your ease, eat. drink, be merry. Rut God said
to him, 'You foolish one, f(m{gﬁf your soul is
feqm'm;/ of you. The L‘ﬁi@y which You have
p:ﬂepmeﬁ/uwﬁoye will fﬁey he? So is he who
/ﬂyy up treasure for ﬁimyeé{ and is nof rich
toward God. He said to his /ij'ciﬁ/ey,
"Therefore 9 fe//you, don't be anxious for "your
life, what you will eat, nor yet for your éo@,
wﬁm‘you will wear. Life is more than food, and
the éo@ is move than c/ofﬁiry. " Luke12:46-23

The writer of James therefore did not spare the
rich at all in his letter. If one amasses wealth to
himself, it simply means he is not living in
obedience to God and for that matter does not
really have faith. You and | know without faith it's
impossible to please God;

"Without faith it is im/mﬂ'ié/e to he well

ﬁ/em‘i@ to him, far he who comes to God must
believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder
0,[ those who seek him, " Helrews t1:6



If you are not living in obedience, how can you
enter heaven? There is no way one can be rich in
faith (true riches) when he still amasses wealth to
himself. This was taught by Christ Himself
during His days on earth, and is still applicable in
our days. This is why scripture makes us to
understand that God has chosen the poor of this
world to be rich in faith;

"Listen, my beloved brothers, Didn't God
choose those who are poor in this world to be
vich in faith, and 631;”5 of the 7<mo/&/0m which
he /a;ﬂomu ed fo those who love ﬁmﬂ James 2:5

“For many are called, but few chosen,”
Matthew 22:14

When one wants to be among the chosen, he or
she must be ready to lose the world in order to
gain Christ. Paul gives us a formula for knowing
Christ through the following scripture;



"However, what fﬁiryx were gain to me, these
have 9 counted loss for Christ. Yes most
cerfain@, and 9 count all fﬁi@y to be loss for
the exce//ency of the Knowﬁw{ge of Christ Yesus,
my Lord, for whom 9 suffered the loss of all
fﬁi@y, and count them nofﬁi@ hut mfm'e, that
Imay gain Christ” Pﬁiﬁ'[ﬂﬁiﬂm 3:7-8

The reason Christ does not joke with the poor is,
automatically they are not amassing this world's
goods and as such are not directly against God.
This is one of the reasons why Jesus is always
identified with the poor. That is not to say He
hates the rich, as He made salvation available to
all.

Few of the people God has used (and is using) for
the advancement of the gospel are from noble

backgrounds. Mostly it's those from humble
backgrounds that are used of God. This point is
backed by the statement of Paul as revealed in
1 Corinthians 1:26-29;

"For you see your ca/ﬁ@, brothers, that not
many are wise accomﬁry to the }[/eyﬁ, not many



miyﬁ@, and not many noble; but God chose
the foolish fﬁinjy of the world that he miﬂﬁfﬁuf
to shame those who are wise. God chose the
weak l%ii’lﬂj' of the world, that he myﬁf pm‘ to
shame the fﬁiryx that ave J'fronﬂ; and God
chose the /ow@ fﬁinﬂy of the world, and the
L‘ﬁi@f that are &/ejﬁiye/, and the fﬁi@f that are
not, that he myﬁf éri@ to nofﬁinﬂ the L‘ﬁi’ryy
that are:  that no flesh should boast before
God."

Though some of the Apostles were from rich
backgrounds, they were however made to live
humble lives. Notable examples are Peter &
Andrews and James & John. The Greek word for
poor 'ptochos’ in Luke 4:18 below, is the same
Greek word being used in Luke 7:22 and Luke
14:13;

"The é’/;im’f 0/[ the Lord is on me, hecause he
has anointed me fo ﬁreacﬁ joo/ news to the
poor. He has sent me fo heal the
brokenhearted, fo proc/aim release to the

captives, recovering of @ﬁf to the biind, fo
deliver those who are crushed, " Luke 2:48



“Yesus answered them, "Go and tell John the
fﬁinjy which  you have seen and heard. that the
bimd receive their Jv'ﬂﬁf, the lame walk, the
/epem' are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the froor have ﬂowf news
preacﬁe/ tothem," Luke 7:22

"But when you make fem'f, ask the foor, the
maimed, the lwme, or the blind" Luke12:143

So the writer of James defended the brother in
humble circumstances (the poor) and said that
God will exhort the person who is of low degree;

"But let the brother in humble circumstances
alory in his high position and the rich, in that

Jﬁe z; made ﬁ;mé‘/e, because like the flower in
the grass, hewill} fpass away, " James :9-10

In the scripture above, the Greek word for humble
circumstances is 'tapeinos’ which means to be
depressed (figuratively) or humiliated. Christ
therefore become poor (humiliated in
circumstances or disposition) so that we might
become rich (He chose to). This choice He made



in becoming poor was viewed by God to be
humility;

"For Yyou know the grace 0/[ our Lord esus
Christ, that, fﬁomﬁ he was rich, et for your

sakes h éemme poor, that you fﬁmﬁﬁ his
pow)r@ m ﬂﬁféecome rich. "2 Corinthians 8: 9

"But em/afzea/ ﬁzrme[}[ faémq the }[or’m 0}[ a
servant, éezrg made in the / keness of men,”

Dhilj ippians 2:7

From the above scriptures, we are also called to
follow the steps of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
principle (not by compulsion) is, if we have
become rich (though in this context it does not
necessarily mean material riches) through his
poverty (2 Corinthians 8:9), Paul wanted to stir
believers to live sacrificial lives. This is why the
Apostles made themselves poor and charged
that we also follow their example. This is the
journey to Christlikeness. We only fear God when
we are opposed to the world. Let us go on to look
at the definition of the gospel according to Paul;



"Now 9 declare to you, brothers, the Good
News which 9 ﬁmﬂcﬁe&/ fo  You, which also you

veceived, in wﬁicﬁ 1 you als als osfﬂm/ @ which also
You are saved, if you hold i rm@ the word
which 9 prmcﬁe&/ to y0u~~unéﬁ you believed
in vain, For 9 delivered to you fi }[ m‘oi[ all that
which 9 also received: z‘ﬁm‘ Christ died | for our
sins accords ng to the \Scm/afurej, that he was

buricd, that he was raised on the third ﬁ/ﬂy

accom/ii@o/ fo the \S’cm;/afmﬂey, "t Corinthians
15:1-4

According to Paul's definition, the gospel entails
the death, burial and the resurrection of Christ.
The death of Christ symbolizes that we should be
crucified to the world in order not to satisfy our

lusts;

"He died for all] that those who lve should no
/()nqe;ﬂ live to themselves, but to him who }[or
fﬁezr sakes died and rose again. !
2 Corinthians 5:05

The burial and resurrection of Christ can be
likened to the baptism of water in our lives. This



symbolizes that we are identified with the
suffering and life of Christ;

"We were buried therefore with him fﬁm»gﬁ
éﬂpﬁym to death, fﬁw\f/{m’f ike Christwas raised
from the dead fﬁmudo/ﬁ the Jq/o::u of the Father,
50 we also mg/ﬁf walk in newness of ﬁ}[e For if
we have become united with him in the likeness
0)[ his_death, we will also be ﬁmﬂf 0}[ his
resurrection; énawny this, that our old man

was crucified with him, that the 60/ of sin
mijﬁf be done away with, so that we WOM/M/ no

/origer bein éan/ﬂﬂe fosin, " Romans 6:4-6

“and if childven, then heirs; heirs of God, and

_joint heirs with Christ; if indeed we suffer with
him, that we may also be Jqémﬁe/ with him, "
Romans 8:47

All this teaches us that if we call ourselves the
Disciples of Christ, we should also walk like Him;

"This is how we know that we know him: if we
Keeﬁ his commandments One who says, "9

know him," and doesn't éee[a his

commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn'tin



him., But whoever ﬁeepy his word, God's love
has most cerfain@ heen ﬁerfecfe/in him. Thisis

how we know that we are in him: he wﬁomm he

remains in him ouqﬁf ﬁmmﬁ[ also to wa/é just

like he walked." 1 Qoﬁn 2:3-6

The coming of Jesus Christ according to
prophecy was to lay His life down for the poor so
that He could be identified with them. We are also
supposed to lay down our lives for the needy if
only we claim we are seated with Him and also

found in Him.



CHAPTER TWO

THE VENGEANCE
OF OUR GOD

"t ﬁmc[//zim the year of Yahweh's favor, and
the /ay of vengeance of our God, to comfort all

who mourn; " Jsainh 61:2

The above scripture gives us a clue as to why
God will visit man with vengeance. The
vengeance of God is there to comfort those who
'mourn’. That means, there is surely going to be
some 'mourning' here on earth by people who
trust in God. This is why Christ pronounced
blessing on those who 'weep' and 'mourn’ now;

"Blessed are those who mourn, for fﬁ@ shall be
comforted." Matthew 5:4

If we really understand what our 'mourning' and
'‘weeping' now is to God, we will not be sad when
we are being persecuted for righteousness sake.
We will rather understand Christ's command to us



to rejoice when we are being persecuted for His
sake;

"Rejoice in that /ﬂy, and /mp for " joy. for
éeﬁo/ﬁ/, yomﬂ reward is jl"ﬂﬂf n ﬁeaven, fo:ﬂ
their fathers did the same fﬁz’ry to the
pmﬁﬁez‘x " Luke6:23

We are not to murmur and complain whiles we are
here on earth. Instead of learning the lessons
God was teaching them (i.e. The Israelites), they
rather chose to murmur against God. Even after
so many years, the lIsraelites who obeyed the
ordinances of God by 'mourning’ began to
murmur and to complain that God was not acting
in their favor on time. They therefore taught it was
vain in serving God.

In the same way, we believers often feel God is
not dealing well with us. After we have done His
will and expect some blessings, we rather get
persecuted. These sometimes tempt us to
murmur and complain against God. We are
however supposed to bear in mind that there is
the vengeance of God coming upon all those who



treat us badly. This, in the wisdom of God is

designed to comfort us. Thus why Paul said we
should not avenge ourselves but rather give room

for vengeance;

"Don't seek revenge youm'eﬁ/ey, beloved, hut
jz'ue /Jfﬂce to God's wrath. For it is written,
"Ve@mnce ée/oryy to me; I will repay, says
the Lord." Romans 12:19

He also advised the Philippian church not to do
things murmuring. So far as we are in tune with
God on this earth, we are supposed to feel the
same way God feels. It grieves God when people
are not walking in truth. If we love God, it will
grieve us and we will also be in heaviness (KJV).
In the days of Ezra the scribe, when Israel had
forsaken the law of God, he was in heaviness for
the backslidden state of the Jews at the time;

"Af the evening oﬁ[erinj 9 arose ups from my
humiliation, even with my ﬂmﬂmenf and my
rohe torn; and 9 fell on my knees, and Jprem/
out my hands to Yahweh my God." Fzra 9:5



Paul was also in continual sorrow and heaviness
(KJV) just because his fellow countrymen did not
obey the gospel;

"That 9 have j;ﬂeﬂfj‘owow and unceasing foain
inmy heart." Romans 9:2

There is no way one can claim to love God and
souls in this end-time and not be in heaviness for
the state of others. Apart from others, we through
manifold temptations and trials are very likely to
be in heaviness of the Spirit. The writer of first
Peter found it necessary to write to the believers
in Asia, Galatia and others, to encourage them
and to assure them that there is coming a time the
heaviness will be lifted from them;

"Wherein you ﬂ:ﬂea@ rejoice, l%a@ﬁ now for
a little while, if need be, You have been fout fo
ﬂrief in various trials, that the ﬁroof of your
faith, which is more [rrecious than ﬂo/&/ that
ﬁem’yﬁey even fﬁooyﬁ itis tosted @ fire, may he
}[oum/ to result in pmiye, ﬂﬁ?@, and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ" Peter1:6-7



The message of the gospel therefore contained
the ingredient of vengeance on those who do not
obey. Paul taught this truth just as the writer of the
gospel according to Luke;

"For these are ;/ﬂyy of vengeance, that all
fﬁinjy which are written may be fulfilled”
Luke 24:22

Paul wrote to the Christians in Thessalonica to
encourage them that there is coming a day when
God will release His wrath on all those who did not
obey the totality of the gospel;

"This is an ohvious sign of the @ﬁfeom‘
J‘w@mem‘ of God, to the end that you may he
counted wom‘@ of the Ki@ﬁﬁ?m of God, for
which you also suffer. Since it is mo/ﬁfeom
fﬁma with God to repay affliction to z‘ﬁm who
aﬁ[/ cf you, and to give relief to you that are

ﬂﬁ[/ cfe/ with us, wﬁen the L’o;ﬂﬁ/ Jesus is
revealed from heaven with hism ﬂﬁ ty arye[ n

f/ﬂminﬂ ﬁre, ﬂiw'ry vengeance to those who
don't know God, and to those who don't oé@



the Good News 0][ our Lord 9esus,”
2 Thessalonians 1:5-8

The point is this, God will surely avenge His
children of their enemies. If the judgment of God
is starting from His house, then what is the fate of
the sinner? Let's learn He is also a consuming
fire.



cuaetir THREE

THE STRANGE
CHILDREN

”7’@7 are unfaithfulto Yahweh; for fﬁey have
horne i/@iﬁmafe children, Now the new moon

will devour them with their fields. " Hosea 5:7

This scripture can be likened to so many believers
these days. ldolatry has so much engulfed many
that they are unable to please the Lord. It's
unfortunate in our generation, most professing
believers find it very difficult to even obey the
basics of the Christian faith. Paul in Hebrews was
instructing his hearers to leave the elementary
teachings and move on to perfection;

"Therefore /em/inﬂ the doctrine of the first
ﬁm’ncip/ey of Christ. let us foresson fo ﬁerfeaﬁam
-not /ﬂyirg again 4 foundation of repentance

from dead works, of faith toward God, of the
z‘mcﬁﬁy of éﬂﬁﬁxmy, of /ayirig on of hands, of



vesurrection of the dead, and of eternal
j’wﬁ@mem‘, " Hebrews 6:1-2

It is rather pathetic many do not have firm grips of
these doctrines enumerated above. If one is able
to cope with some of them, he or she is seen as
extraordinary. This ought not to be at all. In
studying carefully Paul's letters to the Corinthian
church, you will gather that a larger part of his
audience were carnal,

"Brothers, 9 couldn't Jpeaﬁ fo you as fo
Jrairifm[ but as to ][/eyﬁ@, as to babies in
Christ." 1 Corinthians 3:4

The letter of first John was basically written to
reiterate what they had heard from the beginning;

"That which was from the éeﬂinm'ry, that
which we have heard, that which we have seen
with our eyes, that which we saw, and our
hands touched, concerning the Word of
life (and the life was revealed, and'we have seen,
and feyﬁ@, and declare to you the ﬁ'fe, the
eternal life, which was with the Father, and

was revealed to us); that which we have seen



and heard we declare to you, l%ﬁfyau also may

have fe//owyﬁip with us, Yes, and our
fe//owyﬁip is with the Father, andwith his Son,

Yesus Christ: And we write these fﬁi@y fo o,

that our joy may be fulfilled. This is the

message which we have heard from him and
announce to you, that God is /iﬂﬁz‘, and'in him

is no darkness at all, 9f we say that we have

fe//owxﬁip with him and walk in the darkness,

we lie, and don'ttellthe truth. "1 Yohn 1:1-6

This tells us, what he was talking about were just
the fundamentals of Christianity. Unfortunately
these fundamentals look like a thing for matured
believers to many of us. Our generation is a
strange one indeed (as most of what we label to
be Christian is nowhere near Christianity). Most of
the things the writer of first Peter addresses were
actually to babes. These are rather hard for most
of us to obey.

God made Hosea to marry a woman of harlotry so
he could speak to Israel. Out of the marriage
came some issues. The union with a strange
woman brought about strange children;



“When Yahweh Jpoée at the fim’f @ Hosea,
Yuhweh said to Hosea, "Go, take for yom'eﬁ[a
wite of prostitution and childven of
unfaithfulness; for the land commits great
ﬂ&/bfﬁlel’y, fo:ﬂm@'nﬂ Yahweh," So he went and
took Gomer the &/mgﬁfer of Dibolaim; and she

conceived, and hore him a son. " Hosea 1:2~3

When the church begins to engage in spiritual
idolatry and harlotry all she produces are strange
children. Don't let the following chapters be
strange to you, as that is how true Christianity is.



CHAPTER Fo u R

THOSE AT EASE IN ZION

"Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to
those who are secure on the mountain of
Samaria, the notable men of the chief of the
nations, to whom the house of Jsvael come!"

Awmos 6:1

From the above scripture, laxity and
entertainment-Christianity should be completely
forsaken. The end-time is never a time for jokes
and 'storytelling' in the house of God. W.B
Dunkum once said that, “A religion that costs
nothing is worth nothing.” Men are supposed to
be challenged to radically forsake the world and
its pleasures and to turn to God. Right from the
time of Jesus' stay on earth, He made it very
clear, from the time of John the Baptist the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence and is only
the violent who possess it;



"From the p/ayy of John the Bapizer until
now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence,
and theviolent take it @ ﬂwce, “Matthew t1:142

There is no violent person who 'parties' around. In
the words of Phillips Brooks, “Do not pray for easy
lives, pray to be better men and women. Do not
pray for tasks equal to your strength, pray for
strength equal to your tasks.” Paul makes us to
recognize that our mission is a combat one and
thus we should not entangle ourselves with the
affairs of this life;

"No soldier on /o@ enfanﬂfey himself in the
affairs of life, that he may p/eﬁu‘e him who
envolled him as asoldier, "2 Wmof@ 2:4

This should sound an alarm to every person who
is at ease in the house of God to sit up and to
come to terms with the true Christianity which was
handed over to the early believers. To them, they
were supposed to be 'mourning' and 'weeping'.
Unfortunately for us, backsliders are teaching us
to be 'eating' and 'drinking' especially at this very
crucial hour when Jesus can come at any time.
Remember, the servant who said in his heart that



his Lord delays in coming started 'partying' and
missed the coming of his Lord;

"But z’ffﬁafyeiﬂmnfy@y in his heart, My lovd
/e/ﬂyy his comin\g,' and éggim' to beat the
menservants and the maidservants, and to eat
and drink, and to be drunken , then the lord 0][
that servant will come in a /ﬂy when he isn'f
ex/)ecﬁry him, and in an hour that he doesn't
know, and will cut him in two, and p/ace his
fortion with the unfaithful " Luke 12:45-46

No wonder gluttony is a sin against God. God has
designed that a little food is ok to sustain the
body. Whenever we take food in excess or even
to the full, we tend to get drunk and fall into deep
sleep. Have you realized, whenever you are on a
fast, it's normally difficult to sleep? It's because
Christ wants us to be watching thus why He says
we will have to fast;

“‘Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the
bridegroom mourn, as long as the bridegroom is
with them? But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and
then they will fast.” Matthew 9:15



The first Adam disobeyed God (through eating)
thereby allowing sin into the world. When the
second Adam (Jesus) came into the scene, he
overcame the world by fasting and not feasting.
Fasting helps us to control the desires of the flesh
or the pleasures of the world. Also it helps us to be
humble;

"But as /[mﬂ me, when l%by were sick, my
cﬁ;fﬁmﬂ was sackeloth, 9 aﬁ[ﬁcfe/ my soul with
fm’ﬁnﬂ, My forayer returned into my own
bosom, " Psalm 35:13

So when we want to be humble before the Lord,
we must not fulfill the desires of the flesh. Those
who do not chase after the world are those who
are truly humble before God. We are therefore not
to be materialistic (thus 'eating and drinking') as it
enables us to fall in love with the world. Worldly
pleasure incurs the displeasure of God. Please
remember in the days of Noah, there was a direct
correlation between eating and drinking and the
corruption that prevailed. When God was warning
the people through Noah, they were supposed to



mourn in repentance rather than give themselves
to pleasure. They made mockery of the message
of God by their behavior, as Christ gave warning
concerning the end time;

“For as in those /ayy which were before the
f/oa/ z‘ﬁgy were eaﬁnﬂ and. pﬁﬂiﬂ@'@, mamyiry
and giving in marriage, until the /ay that
Noah entered into the ark, and L‘ﬁey didn't
know until the f/oo/ came, ond took them all
away, so will e the coming of the Son of Man,
Matthew 24:38-39

Jesus told His disciples that those who weep and
mourn now are rather blessed;

"Blessed are you who ﬁunﬂe:ﬂ now, for "you will
be filled. Blessed are you who wesf) now, for
Yyou willl /mgﬁ, " Luke6:21

And those who rather laugh now are going to
weep in the end;

“Woe to you, you who are full now, for you
will he ﬁmy@. Woetoyou who /mgﬁ now, for
Yyou will mourn and weep. " Luke 6:25



God purposed that the wilderness experience
was supposed to humble the Jews. This was to
help them carry His nature and learn to depend on
Him. One question which should run through our
mind is, why is it that before the descendants of
Abraham (Israelites) came, He prophesied they
were going to suffer affliction in Egypt? Let's take
note, they did not go into affliction because of their
sins, rather God wanted to use that experience to
purge them. This is the same tool Christ uses to
purify His church. Why did God choose to use this
formula for Israel or His church? So that when
they are afflicted, they will seek Him early before
it's too late?

The end-time as we have it, is supposed to be a
deep soul searching time so we can make
amends and seek God early. It's interesting to
note, almost all men of God in the Bible were
given to 'mourning' during their days on earth
(giving the spiritual condition of God's people). It
was through this 'mourning' experience that
Christ was revealed to them. This is because
'mourning' is a sign of true repentance.



When the people of Israel were sent into captivity
in Babylon, it took Daniel to understand the time
for them to come out of captivity was up. He
therefore gave himself to fasting and mourning in
repentance for the deeds of their fathers and
themselves;

"I the ﬁ'm’f year 0][ his reign 9. Daniel,
understood @ the hooks the number 0][ the
ymm‘aéouf which the word of Yahweh came to
Jeremiah the pro/aﬁef, for the accomﬁﬁfﬁinﬂ of
the desolations of Yerusalem, even sevent
years. 9 set my /[ace to the Lord God, to J'eeé@
fraver and| /Jeﬁﬁom', with fmﬁry andsackeloth
and ashes, " Daniel §:2-3

It took Daniel’s prayer for the children of Israel to
gain favor in the eyes of the heathen kings. Later
we gather from the prophecies of Zechariah that
the prayers of Daniel were answered.

After many years, the Jews nearly faced
extinction from the face of the earth when Haman
devised a diabolic plan to kill the Jews simply
because Mordecai refused to pay homage to him.



It took fasting and 'mourning' to deliver the
Israelites. Esther was told by Mordecai not to live
in comfort but to arise and plead for the cause of
the Jews. This made her to proclaim a fast for the
Jews;

“For ;’fyou remain silent now, then relief and
deliverance will come to the Jews ﬁﬂom another

p/ace, bhut you and Your fm‘ﬁer'y house will
pem}'ﬁ. Who knows if you haven't come to the
Kiry&/om ﬁwmoﬁ atime as this?" Then Esther
asked them to answer Mordecai Go, ﬂﬂfﬁer
fOﬂel%b’l" all the Jews who are ﬁreyenf n
Shushan, and fast for me, and neither eat nor
drink three /ﬂy ; m’jﬁf or ﬁ/ﬂy. 9 and my
maidens will also fast the same W, Then Jwill
40 into the éiry, which is @m’m‘f the law; ﬂn/if
9 /?eriyﬁ, 9 ﬁem’s‘ﬁ, " Esther 44416

You and | know what happened afterwards, even
to the point that the heathen wanted to be
identified with Israel;

“In every prrovince, andin every c@, wherever
the @ry 's commandment and his decree came,



the Jews had ﬂ/mﬁaeﬂyjoy, a femz‘, and a ﬂoop/
ﬁ/ay, Many from amonyg the ﬁeo/?/ex of the land
became Jews; for the fear of the Jews was fallen
onthem, " Esther 817

Once again, in a 'mourning' mood (by fasting,
praying and weeping), God granted Nehemiah
favor in the sight of the king and allowed him to go
to Jerusalem to rebuild the broken walls;

/3 ﬁappenea( when 9 heard these words, that 9
sat down and wepf, and mourned certain ﬁfayy;

and 9 fasted and ﬁ:ﬂ@e;/ before the God of
heaven, " Nehemiah 1.4

Joel in his prophecy commanded the priest to
weep and mourn between the porch and the altar.
In a time when God had sent destruction and
famine into the land, the people of Israel were to
come out of their comfort zones;

"Blow the trumpet in Zion! \S’ancﬁ@ a fast
Call & solewn mwmé@, Gather the ﬁeop/e,
&mcﬁ@ the m’mmé@. Assemble the elders,
Gather the children, and those who suck the



breasts, Lef the Wif@mom 40 forth from his
room, and the bride out of her chamber. Lot the
foriests, the ministers of Yahweh, weeps hetween
the pamﬁ and the altar, and lef them say,
"\S’ﬁﬂm your peop/e, Yahweh, and don't give
your ﬁem’f@e fo re/zroacﬁ, that the nations
should rule over them. 7’(/@ should fﬁey say
among the peop/ey, "Where is their God?'
Then Yahweh w&t{/’ea/om' for his land, And
had pi fy on his peop/e. “Yoel 2:45-18

The people of Nineveh were spared the wrath of
God simply because they repented by fasting and
mourning. Jonah preached repentance to them
without working any miracle, but yet the people
repented totally;

"The peo/a/e of Nineveh helieved God, and L‘ﬁey
pmc[aime&/ a fast, and| fout on sackeloth, from
the greatest of them even to the least of them,
The news reached the ﬁinﬂ of Nineveh, and he
arose from his throne, and took off his roya/
robe, covered ﬁimxeé[ with sackeloth, and satin
ashes, He made a procfamaﬁon and| ﬁuéﬁxﬁe/
fﬁmbgﬁ Nineveh @ the decree 0}[ the ﬁirg and



his nobles, saying, "Let neither man nor
animal, herd nor ]%cé, taste a@fﬁmj/ letthem
not feeﬁ/ nor drink water; but lef them be
covered with sackeloth, both man and animal,
and let them cry myﬁf@ to God. Yes, let them
turn everyone from his evil way, and, from the
violence thatisin his hands, " Qonah 3:5-8

Before God will bring a revival upon a nation, He
expects them to humble themselves, to pray and
to forsake their ways;

"9 my ﬁeop/e, who are called @ my name,
shall humble themselves, and foray, and seek
my face, and turn ﬁﬂam their Wicked ways;
then will 9 hear from heaven, and will ﬁ?:yiue
their sin, and will heal their land."

2 Chronicles 714

In the Gospels there are two very important
personalities who had the chance of seeing the
messiah before they passed on. Interestingly
they served God wholeheartedly and gave
themselves to mourning. They were Simeon and
Anna;



"Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon. This man was riﬂﬁfeow
and devout, /ooéinﬂ for the consolation of
Ysrael, and the 7—/0@ \S’/)irif was on
him. .. There was one Anna, a [ hetess, the
/myﬁfer of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (she
was of o 1 great age, ﬁaw’ry lived with a hushand
seven years from her ui;yim’fy, and she. had
been a widow for about ¢i e'ﬂﬁ@ ~four years),

who didn't &/eﬁmﬂf }[mm the L‘emﬁ/e

wamﬁiﬁﬁmq wn% }[mfmm and ﬁefzfmm mo/ﬁf

am//ag L’uﬁez 25, 35-57

They had the privilege of seeing the consolation

of Israel simply because they were devout
personalities who waited for the salvation of God.

They did not give themselves to feasting and the
like.

When Jesus was about to be crucified on the
cross, some individuals began to weep for Him,
but He rather asked them to weep for themselves
and their children;



"But Jesus, fmﬂninﬂ to them, said, "ﬂabgﬁfem'
of Jerusalem don't weep for me, hut weep for
youm‘eﬁ/ey and for "your childven, " Luke 23:28

If there is nothing at stake, will Christ ask them to
weep for themselves? If not, then there wouldn't
be the need for the wiping away of tears from our
eyes when we get to heaven,;

"Forthe Lambwho is in the midst of the throne

J'ﬁe/ﬁﬁem@ them, and leads them to springs of
waters of life. Znd God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.” Revelation 7:(7

"He will wipe away from them every tear from
their eyes. Death will be no more; neither will
there be momﬂninj, nor cqinﬂ, nor pm’n, any
more. The first fﬁ;’@y have /mﬂ'e;/ away."
Revelation 204

For this word to come to pass, there must be
'weeping and mourning', rather than eating and
drinking (materialism).



cuarrer FIVE

THE VIOLENT TAKES
IT BY FORCE

"From the p/ﬂyy of John the Baptizer until
now, the Kiry/gm of Heaven suffers violence,
and the violent take it @ force, "“Watthew t1:42

In the above scripture, Christ was trying to paint
the picture of the battle His disciples are engaged
in. Certainly the devil will not watch one leave his
camp without fighting to win that soul back. It is
therefore important for all who want to enter into
the kingdom of God to arm themselves, as there
is a battle to be fought. If there is a battle to be
fought, then it stands to reason that Christianity is
not child's play. This is why Paul had to admonish
Timothy not to entangle himself with the affairs of
this world. He was supposed to stay focused and
to fight to the end, as revealed in the scripture
below;



"You therefore must endure ﬁmﬂﬁé’ﬁi/z as a
ﬂOO/J‘OMei" 0}[ Christ Yesus, No soldier on /m‘y
enfmy/ey himself in the affairs of life, that he
may ﬁ/em‘e him who envolled him as a soldier. "
2 %’mof@ 2:3-4

When we understand we are in a battle field, then
we will know how to really order our lives. How
can someone be engaged in battle and allow his
or her mind to wonder about? If one is not
focused, there is a huge probability that, he or
she will lose the battle. Our life style and priorities
in this life speaks volumes of us, as to whether we
are really engaging in the battle for the kingdom or
not?

The state of Israel normally called for a message
from God. Interestingly God always made sure
the life style of the prophets went along with the
message they were supposed to deliver. If they
chose to live the way they liked, then they would
have defeated the purpose of the message they
were sent to deliver.

A case in question was Elisha and his servant
Gehazi. Scripture tells us of how Elisha was



called into the ministry. Before he started to follow
Elijah, he forsook his carrier and all he had as
stated in the scripture below;

"So he p/eﬁarfe/ there, and found Elisha the
son of \S’ﬁﬂpﬁﬂf, who was ﬁ/owinﬂ, with twelve
yoée [of oxen] before him, and he with the
twelfth: and E @'aﬁ pmw&/ over to him, and cast
his mantle on him, He left the oxen, and ran
ﬂﬁ‘wﬂ E@'ﬂﬁ, and'said, Letme, 9 foray you, kiss
my father and my mother, and then 9 will
fa//ow you. He said to him, Go 5&:0&@0;1’7;; ][mﬂ
what have 9 done to you.... 71 Kings19:49-21

From this scripture, we understand he used the
implements on the farm as fuel to prepare the
bullock for distribution. He did this so that there
wouldn't be any occasion for him to return to his
profession. We are informed he followed Elijah
throughout until finally the mantle of Elijah fell on
him. His mantle was also supposed to be
delivered to Gehazi but he was not worthy.
Instead of receiving the mantle of his master at
the end of his ministry, he rather received a curse
from him. Let us carefully look at Gehazi's case in



the following scripture;

"FElisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go
and wash in the Qordan seven fimes, and ‘your
flesh shall come again to you, and’ you shall be
clean. . . But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the
man 0}[ God, said, Behold, my master has
meﬂea/ this Naaman the Syrimn, in not
receiving at his hands that which he ém@ﬁf: as
Vaﬁweﬁ ﬁuey, 9 will run aﬁ‘er ﬁim, and faée
somewhat of him. O Gehazi followed after
Naaman. ., But he went in, and stood before
his master. Elisha said to him, whence come

ou, Gehazi? HMe said, your servant went
nowhere, He said to him, didn't my heart 40
with you, when the man turned from his
chariot to meet you? 9s it a time to receive

money, and to receive a/mﬂmemﬁ and olive

7
ﬂl"OUEj mw/ UIHEM&H"J/ ﬂi’}ﬁ/j ﬁee/a ﬂl’lﬁ[ oxen, ﬂl’M/

“mals_servants and female servants? The
le eprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave fo
you, and'to youm‘ee/ forever, Hewent out from

his presence 4 /epe;ﬂ [as white] as snow.”

2 Kings 5:10,5-27



In the first place, Elisha wanted to deal with the
pride of Naaman (that is why he did not even
come out to see him). It took his servants to inject
some sense into him to make him humble.
According to the scripture, Elisha refused to take
anything from Naaman for some reason which

was later known. It is however important for us to
note that in Elisha's ministry, he did receive items

from people. Now from the appearance of things,
the items Naaman brought were just for
extravagance and not to meet a present need of
the prophet and his servant Gehazi. So in order to
get the items back, Gehazi had to lie to Naaman
that, his master had received some visitors (sons
of the prophets) and as such needed them. When
you look at the verse before Elisha cursed
Gehazi, you will realize Elisha mentioned many
things apart from the two items Gehazi took from
Naaman. The point here is this, according to the
prophetic time of Israel, they were not supposed
to live at ease, but to be in a state of waiting on
God. So Gehazi's action was an attempt to defeat
the purpose of their calling.



No wonder when Christ was sending out His
disciples, He only touched on them receiving
those things that were needed for their survival.
There was nothing luxurious he asked them to
receive as could be note from the scripture below;

"Remain in that same house, mﬁry and
/rinéiry the fﬁir;ﬂx l%f,y jiue, far the laborer is
wom‘@ of his wages. Don't go from house fo
house, Into whatever c@ you enter, and fﬁey
receive you, eat the fﬁz’@y that are set before
You " Luke10: 7-8

The early disciples hearkened unto the voice of
God as demanded of them;

"Ue has shown you, O man, what is ﬂow[

What does Yahweh require of you, but to act
jm‘@, to love mercy, and to walk ﬁumé@ with
your God?" Micah 6:8

God asked Isaiah to cry aloud in the hearing of
Israel and to declare their sin. Israel was only
engaging in religion without substance. They
could fast and mourn in sackcloth and still the
heavens were closed to them. They could draw



near to God as if they were really in love with Him.
The following scripture attests to this fact;

"C’;y aloud, don 'fjpmﬂe, /1ﬁ‘ uf your voice like a
fmmﬁez‘, and declare to my pea/J/e their
disobedience, and fo the house of Yacob their
sins, Yot fﬁey seek me f/ﬂ@, and /e@ﬁf fo
know my ways: as a nation that did
riﬂﬁfeoumeﬂ, and didn't /‘bmmﬁe the ordinance
of their God, fﬁey ask of me rijﬁfeow
j’uﬁ@memﬁ'; fﬁey ;/e@ﬁf to draw near to God,
’W@ have we fasted, [say fﬁey ], and you
don't see? [ W@ ] have we afflicted our soul,
and you take no &now/e@e? Rehold, in the
/ay of your fast you find [your own] ﬁﬁwwe,
and exact all your lahors, Behold, you fast for
strife and contention, and to strike with the fist
of wickedness: You don't fast this /ﬂy 50 as to
make your voice to be heard on ﬁiﬂﬁ, Y such the
fast that 9 have chosen? the é/ﬂy for a man to
afflict his soul? Js it to how down his head as a
rush, and fo Jprem/ sackeloth and ashes under
him? wi//you call this a ﬁm‘, andan ﬂccepfﬂé/e
/ﬂy to Ynhweh? Isn't this the fast that 9 have
chosen: fo loose the honds of wickedness, fo undo



the bands of the yoée, andto letthe Oﬁﬁiﬂej’mﬁ/ﬂO

free, and that you break every yOKe? Isn'titto

ﬁ/ea/yomﬂ bread to the ﬁunﬂfy, and that you

éri@ the foor who are cast out to your house?

when You see the naked, that you cover him;

and that you not hide yaum’eé[ from your own

f/exﬁ? Then shall [ your @ﬁf break fom‘ﬁ as the

morning, and your ﬁeaﬁiy shall J/m'ry ﬁwfﬁ

J/?eeﬁé'@; am/yomﬂ @ﬁfeoumeyy J‘ﬁﬂ//ﬂo éefore

you; the ﬂﬁny of Yahweh shall be your rear

ﬂmm/ Then shall you call, and Yabhweh will
answer; you shall cry, and he will 5aY, Here 9

am. 9@00{ take away from the midst 0@00{ the

yoée, the futting forth of the ﬁl’lﬂﬂﬂ, and
Jﬁ@ﬂ&i@ wicﬁep@; and i/[ you draw out your

soulto the ﬁwyry, anﬁ/mﬁy@ the afflicted soul.
then shall [ your @ﬁf rise in darkness, and [ your

oés'cmﬂ@ be as the noom/ﬂy; and Yahweh will
jm’/ﬂ you canﬁnuﬂ@, and. mﬁx@ your soul in

p@ /J/acey, and make J’fi"OVlj your hones; and
You shall be like & watered jmﬂp/en, and like a

spring of water, whose waters don't{ail " Jsainh
58111



From the above scripture, the sin Israel was
committing was that, they were neglecting the
poor by not meeting their needs. He rather
wanted them to be advocates for the voiceless
and the down trodden. One of the significance of
fasting was to cause them to also feel the hunger
the poor folks were going through.

If a man will fast and know how hunger is, he will
be identified with the poor in order to meet their
needs. In fasting we become humble and in effect
know the substance of it. Therefore God wanted
to draw the attention of Israel to the substance of
their fast.

These days, almost every assembly engages in
long fasts, but the true blessings they are
supposed to derive from it are mostly not seen.
This is because they neglect the substance of it,
which is to help the poor and needy even in their
assemblies. God rather wants His people to part
with whatever they are amassing here on earth.
This is one of the reasons why Christ said, the
time was coming when His disciples will fast
(Matthew 9:15). So in the New Testament church



the disciples practiced fasting and never
neglected obeying the substance of it.

As often as we fast, we identify ourselves with the
suffering of others and as such should be inclined
to do good to the poor out of love. It is only by
doing this that our lights are able to shine.
Remember Christ told His disciples to sell what
they have and give to the poor and then their
lights will be burning;

"Sell that which you have, and (give gifts to the
nee@, WMake far youm‘eﬁ/ey [rurses which don't

vow old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't
fail, where no thief appmﬂcﬁey, neither moth
;/eyfmyy, For where  your treasure s, there will
Your heart be also, L’efyow waist be jim/ep/ and
Yyour /ﬂmﬁy émﬂni@, " Luke12:33-35

Do you realize more souls were added to the
church daily in the book of Acts simply because of
their lifestyle of giving and fellowship as the
following scripture reveals. Someone has said
that “Vision is spelled m-o-n-e-y.” therefore with
this statement as an antecedent, | can say that for
us to be able to fulfill our God given mandate, we



must win the battle of the “love of money” in our
hearts;

"All who believed were foyefﬁer, and had all
fﬁi@y in common, Tﬁey sold their [rossessions
and ﬂoaaé', and distributed them to all,
accomﬁnﬂ as anyone had need. 0@ @ /ay,
continuing J‘femé[m'@ with one accord in the
femﬁﬁz, and é;ﬂea@nﬂ bread at home, L‘ﬁey
took their food with ﬂ/ﬂﬁﬁ’}f)ﬁ' ﬂn;ﬁ'i@/meﬂ' of
heart, pmiﬂ'ry God, and ﬁm/iry fm/or withall
the ﬁeo/;/e, The Lovd added to the myemé@

/ay @ /ay those who were éez’ry saved,"
Acts 2:44-47

From the scripture in Isaiah, God said if they were
able to attend to the needs of the poor and the
oppressed, then even their health will be affected
positively. It could be said that many these days
have poor health simply because of their eating
habits. Most people have hypertension and other
heart related diseases just because of their eating
habits. People have now become plump such that
they have to take drugs in order to reduce their
weight (apart from genetic factors). If they could



think about some hungry soul somewhere, they
wouldn't have faced all these health problems.

Over 2000 years ago, the apostles started to
trumpet the second coming of the Lord. As a
matter of truth, the preaching of the second
coming of Christ is part of the gospel and as such
needs to be preached with all our strength and
might. It is the proof that Christ rose up from the
dead. Our hope therefore as believers is, there is
coming a resurrection for us. Thus why Paul had
to make it clear, the evidence of the authenticity of
our faith is that Christ rose from the dead;

" 9f Christ has not heen raised, then our
pmﬂcﬁi@ is in vain, and yomﬂ fm’fﬁ also is in
vain, Yes, we are found false witnesses of God,
hecause we testified about God that he raised up
Christ, whom he didn't raise up, if it is so that
the dead are not raised. For if the dead aren't
raised, neither has Christ been raised, f Christ
has not been raised, Your }[ﬂil% is vain; you are
still in your sins, Then fﬁ@ also who are fallen
w/eeﬁ in Christ have ﬁemﬁeﬁ[ Y we have on@



ﬁope&/ in Christ in this life, we are of all men
most piﬁﬁé/e, . 7’(/@ do we also stand in
J'eoﬁmﬂ@ every hour? Jaffirm, @ the éom’firg
inyou which 9 have in Christ Jesus our Lord, 9
die &/ﬂ@ 99 }[ou&/ﬁf with animals at E/?ﬁej us
for human ﬁw/awej, what does it ﬁm}[ 4 me7 9%
the dead are nof raised, then /ef us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die"
1 Corinthians (5:12-19, 29~32

Paul therefore advocates in the scripture above
that we can only be prepared for the second
coming of Christ if we don't engage in chasing
material gains. This is consistent with the charge
Christ gave His disciples in the book of Luke;

"But if that servant says in his heart. '7\@
Lord /e/ayy his coming, ‘and éejim' to beat the
menservants and the maidservants, and to eat
and drink, and'to be drunken , then the Lord 0][
that servant will come in a@y when he isn't
expecﬁry him, and in an hour that he doesn't
know, and will cut him in two, and p/ﬂce his
foortion wi th the unfaithful " Luke 12:45-46



Watching for the second coming of our Lord and
savior Jesus Christ necessitates that we don't
lose our focus in the battle we are engaged in for
the kingdom. Drunken persons from the above
scripture cannot discern the coming of the Lord.
For this reason, Christ's second coming will take
them unawares. Those who are able to discern
the times in which we live will take the following
message of Christ very seriously;

"Blessed are you who ﬁunﬂer now, for 'you will
be filled. Blessed are you who weefy now, for
you will /miqﬁ " Luke 6:21

The 'weeping and mourning' is now. It should not
be postponed till another date. The truth is, a man
will have to experience 'weeping' and 'laughter' in
his life. The two do not come together. 'Weeping'

will either come first and 'laughing' second or vice
versa. The choice is left to the individual as to

whether to obey the true gospel of Christ and
'weep and mourn' now or disobey and follow
another gospel by laughing now and in the end
weep and gnash his or her teeth.



The writer of James therefore advised the rich of
the world to 'weep' now, so they will escape the
judgment of God. They are to do so by distributing
their wealth to the poor and needy (as most of
them became rich by cheating the poor). This is
not in any way to justify cheating and later giving
out as gift, but in the spirit of true repentance. Itis
therefore just that, they give back what belongs to
the poor so that they will become meek in order to
benefit from the gospel. This is one of the reasons
why Christ came.



CHAPTER I I x

THE
RESJURRECTION POWER.

"that 9 may know him, and the fpower of his
resurrection, and the fe//bwyﬁi/a of his
J'M]%iﬂi@y, éecami@ conformed to his death;”
Philippians 3:10

From the above scripture, Paul wanted two things
from God. First he wanted to know more about the
sufferings of Christ and the resurrection. This is
so because he had already being preaching
about them to the Gentiles. The second was, he
wanted to walk more and more in the revelation of
the sufferings of Christ and His resurrection.
Thus, going beyond the rhetoric of knowing, but
also experiencing it. The resurrection of Christ is
the evidence of our faith or else we are still dead
in our sins just like the people of other religions.



It is not enough for us to know Christ arose from
the dead, but to come to the knowledge of the
significance of His resurrection in our lives. When
we know the significance of the resurrection of
Christ, we will appreciate Christianity more than
most of us do now.

Christ resurrected so that we who are identified
with Him should no longer walk in our former lusts
in the flesh but walk in newness of life;

"Or don't you know that all we who were
éa/ﬂfize/info Christ esus were 5a/9fize/in to his
death? We were buried therefore with him
fﬁm&gﬁ éﬂpﬁym to death, L‘ﬁafjm'f like Christ
was raised from the dead fﬁm@ﬁ the ﬂ/my of
the Father, so we also myﬁf walk in newness 0][
life. For if we have become united with him in
the likeness of his death, we will also be part of
his resurrection; Knowi@ this, that our old'man
was crucified with him, that the éo@ of sin
mgﬁf he done away with, so that we would no
/orye;ﬂ bein 60;%/@6 tosin. " Romans 6:3-6



The problem of most professing believers is, they
are completely oblivious of the power of the
resurrection of Christ which is able to help them
live victorious Christian lives. It is this resurrection
power which is able to make one a new creature,
as old things are passed away. If we should ask
professing believers whether old things have
really passed away in their lives or not, you will be
surprise at the kind of answers you will receive (as
many are still walking in their former lusts in the
flesh).

If one does not live in newness of life by virtue of
the resurrection power of the Lord, then that
fellow is just claiming to be Christian and not in
the real sense of the word. The following scripture
is often quoted to professing Christians, without
really telling them what it means;

"There is therefore now no condemmation fo

those who are in Christ Yesus, who don'f walk
ﬂccomﬁndol to the flesh, but accamﬁ’nﬂ to the

Spirit, " Romans E:1




From the above scripture it is clear, when one
walks in the flesh, he or she will be condemned.
Conversely, if he or she walks in the spirit, there is
no condemnation for him or her. | believe people
should not just be made excited by the ‘word’, but
should be told the truth underlining those
scriptures often quoted to them.

The resurrection power is there to help us not to
walk in the flesh but to walk in the Spirit. How can
we claim to know the resurrection power of Christ
whiles we are still under the yoke of fleshly lusts?
These days, men are being made to pursue the
world by way of preaching materialism to them.

The Spirit of God is to help us subdue the desires
of the flesh and not to fulfill them. If we fulfill the
desires of the flesh, then we are not really walking
in the resurrection power of the Lord. We are
supposed to triumph over dead works as well as
the lusts of the flesh by the same power which
raised Christ from the dead. According to the
scripture above, if we decide to walk in the flesh,
we will die (separated from God). On the other
hand, if we decide to mortify the deeds of the flesh



by way of walking in the spirit, then we will live.

Our Lord rose from the dead and this is why we

have the hope that a day is coming in which those
who will be alive at the glorious appearing of our

Lord Jesus will be caught up to meet Him in the
air. Since the resurrection power is part of the
gospel, the early disciples always exhorted
believers to be ready for the second coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. If the preaching of the second
coming of Christ is missing in our messages
especially in this end-time, then we are not really
preaching the total gospel.

It was the power of Christ's resurrection which
made Paul to continuously warn his hearers. The
resurrection power also stands for the gifts been
given to the church in order for us to be perfected
or come to the full stature of Christ;

"Therefore he says, "When he ascended on
ﬁiﬂﬁ, he led captivity captive, and. gave ﬂiﬁ‘s‘ fo
men. Now this, "He ascended," what is it but
that he also first descended into the lower farts
of the earth? He who descended is the one who



also ascended far above all the heavens, that he
miﬂﬁfﬁ// all fﬁinﬂy He gave some to be ﬂ/?OJ’f/EJ’;
and some pmpﬁefy; and some, emrye[z}fy; and
some, yﬁe/aﬁemﬁ' and  teachers; fo;ﬂ the
perﬁecﬁry of the saints, to the work of serving,
tothe ém’/pﬁnﬂ up ofthe éa@ of Christ; untilwe
all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
énow/e;@e of the Son of God, to a full grown
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ. " Epﬁeyiam' 4:8-13

It's these gifts which help the church to prove the
resurrection power of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
These help the world to experience the
supernatural power of God. This shows forth the
glory of God as in when the dead are even raised
back to life. Scripture makes us to understand
creation is earnestly waiting for the manifestation
of the sons of God. The truth however is, we
cannot manifest as sons of God when we are not
identified with Christ's sufferings (as well as being
victorious over dead works).

When we are able to walk in newness of life in the
light of the word of God, then we will be able to



manifest as sons of God. Sons of God are
supposed to liberate creation but not to be subject
to creation. It hurts God to see His children being
driven by heresies in pursuance of vain things of
this world. God designed right from the beginning

that we should subdue the earth. If worldly things
are therefore determining our messages, are we

really subduing the earth?

We are supposed to teach doctrine which is
according to Godliness (following after the Spirit)
for the Scriptures make us to know, as many as
are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God.
According to the resurrection power, Paul
declares our citizenship is in heaven;

“For our cifz’zem‘ﬁi/a is in heaven, from where
wealso waiffom Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
who will cﬁmfye the éa@ of our humiliation to
he conformed to the 60@ of his j/my,
accomﬁ'nﬂ to the wo;ﬂﬁinﬂ @ which he is able
even fo m@'ecf all fﬁinﬂy to himself."
Y)ﬁiﬁﬁﬁmm‘ '2:20-21



From scriptures, we are seated with Christ in the
heavenly places (that is if we are identified with
his suffering and resurrection). If we claim to be
seated with Christ in the heavenly places, Paul
therefore instructs us to set our mind on things
above and not on things beneath;

“9f then You were raised fOﬂel%é’l" with Christ,
seek the fﬁiryf that are above, where Christ is,
seated on the @ﬁf hand of God, Set your
mind on the fﬁz’nﬂy that are alove, not on the
fﬁmﬂy that are on the earth. " Colossians 3:4-2

When our minds are therefore set on things
above, then we will always make it a point to store
up our treasures there. This will help us to
continuously set our affections in heaven (as our
heart will be there). Also, when our minds are set
on things above, the meditations of our heart will
be acceptable in the sight of God. Paul advised
the Philippian church to meditate upon certain
things;

”?'im@, brothers, whatever L‘ﬁi’ryy are frue,

whatever fﬁi@y are honorable, whatever



fﬁinﬂy are jw‘f, whatever fﬁi@y are. fure,
whatever fﬁinﬂy are ﬁwe@, whatever fﬁi@;’ are
ol[jow/ report; ifthereis any virtue, and if there
is any /Jmiye, think ahout these fﬁi@x The
fﬁinﬂx wﬁ;’cﬁ you [emﬂnm( ;ﬂeceiuea( ﬁemﬂp[ mfmf
sow in me: do these L‘ﬁinjy, andthe God a/[ﬂeace
will be with you, ! Pﬁiﬁﬁﬁiﬂm 4:8-9

| believe it will do us much good if we also learn
from the above scripture as strangers and
pilgrims on this earth. If we meditate on these
things, do you think we will be so preoccupied
with trying to amass wealth on this earth? Our
only reason to work hard to get money will be to
help us meet our needs and that of our family in
fulfilment of scripture, as well as help other
disadvantaged believers and unbelievers.



CHAPTER I EVEN

THE END OF
THE MATURED

“for the pmﬂfecﬁnﬂ of the saints, to the work of
serving, fo the ém’/ﬁﬁnﬂ up of the 50@ of Christ,
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and
of the Know[e@e of the Son of God, to a full

rown man, to the measure of the stature of the

fullness of Christ” Eﬁﬁeﬁam 4:42-1(3

It is the will of God that all believers mature to the
fullness of the stature of Jesus Christ. To get to
this point, there is the need for a progressive
growth in the knowledge of Christ;

“Grace fo you and freace he mw/ﬁﬁ/ie/ in the
Knowﬁe@e 0][ Godand. 0/[ Yesus our Lord, J'eeiry
that his divine fower has jl"ﬂnf%{ to us all
fﬁiryy that perz’mn to /i][e and jo/ﬁ'neyy,
fﬁm@ﬁ the kmw/e&@e of him who called us @
his own ﬂfoq and virtue; @ which he has



ﬂmnfe/ to us his forecious and e)(ceeﬁﬁ'ry@

ﬂreaf [rromises; that fﬁro»yﬁ these You may

hecome /mm‘aéem' of the divine nature, ﬁaw’ry

ej'mpe/ from the corruption thatis in the world
@ lust. Yes, and fmﬂ this very cause M/ﬁ/}'rg on

your pam‘ all aé’@ence, n your fm’fﬁ J'upﬁ@

moral excellence; and in moral excellence,

Know/e&@e; andin &now/ea@e, self-control, and
in self-control fratience; and in [patience

ﬂo;/ﬁneju'; andin ﬂO;/ﬁneJK' émfﬁer@ affection;

and in brotherly Iy affection, love. For if these

fﬁmqj areyours oand abound, fﬁf,y make you fo

be nof M//ﬂ nor unfruitful to the ﬁnow[e e of
our Lord Jesus Christ " 2 Peter1.2-8

Scripture makes us realize, knowledge of Christ is
not just about head knowledge, but practically
living the life of Christ;

"He who says he remains in him oogﬁf himself
alsoto wa@'m‘f like he walked. "t ohn 2:6

Christ made us to understand He is the way, the
truth and the life. If we really believe He is the
way, then why is it that we don't want to take the



route He took when He came to this earth? The
Christ denied Himself worldly pleasures, took up
His cross and was finally nailed onto it. This way
is a way of no return which ends in reproach. Why
is it that so many of us don't want to take the way
and manner of Christ's life here on this earth? It
is about time we become truthful to ourselves and
embrace the life of the cross or else we will be
disappointed in the end. Jesus made it clear, if
anyone wants to follow Him, he or she should
make the following scripture practicable in his or
her life;

"Then Jesus said to his &ﬁyci/a/ey, "9f anyone
desires to come after me, let him /eny himself,
and take up his cross, and fo//ow me, "
Matthew 16:24

Denying one's self (hating yourself) and taking up
your cross in order to follow Christ daily is the
foundation of Christianity. In simple terms
sacrifice is the bedrock of our faith. Why is it that
so many of us do not have this word (sacrifice) in
our vocabulary? Christianity is not meant for us to
live in our comfort zone. If we are, then it is clear



we are not sacrificing at all.

How can we say we are giving out our best when
it is just out of our abundance? When we give out
of our abundance, we will not feel the pinch.
However, it is when we feel the pinch that we are
really sacrificing. God never designed that we
should wait to give only in our abundance. Rather,
we are supposed to give no matter what.

The reason most people cannot sacrifice is
because they have not totally given themselves to
the Lord. If one is not totally surrendered to the
Lord then it will be very difficult for such a person
to enter heaven.

There shouldn't be lack in the church. God has
designed that the basic needs of His children be
met. In His own wisdom, He always makes sure
He gives some in the church in abundance in
order for them to also meet the needs of others
especially in the church. Whenever people do not
get their needs met, it is mostly because some
people are disobedient to the voice of God. No
matter how small we think what we have is, if only



we will share, God will definitely multiply it and we
will see His glory. When we recognize the value of
sacrifice and the fact that it is mandatory for every
believer, then we will understand why our godly
fathers said you cannot be a Christian and amass
wealth. Growing into Christlikeness therefore is to
progress in giving to the point of even offering
your soul for the benefit of others like Paul and the
other Apostles did;

"Fven so, ﬂﬁ@cfionafe@ /01271’77 for Yyou, we
were well) pﬂemwf to imﬁarz‘ to you, notthe Good
News of God on@, but also our own souls,
because you had become very dear to us."
( Thessalonians 2:8

Some will say, that was the Apostles but we are
exempted. Let us however bear in mind we are
also supposed to follow them just as they also
followed Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).

If we obey the totality of the gospel, we will
become like Christ. If we become like Christ, it will
mean that no matter our social standing, we will
come down (humble ourselves) like Christ did in



order to be exalted;

"Have this in your mind, which was also in
Christ esus, who, e;(iyﬁ@ in the form 0][ God.
didn't consider equﬂ/@ with God a fﬁi@ to be
jmspep[ but em/Jﬁe/ himself, z‘ﬂ@'nﬂ the form
of a servant, éeinﬂ made in the likeness of men,
And éeinﬂ found in human form, he humbled
himself, éecominﬂ obedient to death, yes, the
death of the cross. Therefore God also ﬁijﬁ@
exalted him, am/jm/e to him the name which is
above every name; that at the name of Jesus
every knee should how, of those in heaven, those
on earth, and those under the carth,”
?ﬁiﬁ/}ﬁmny 2:5-10



cuaeter EIGHT

WHO IS A VOICE?

A lot of men these days claim to be a 'voice' in
Christendom. Does this their claim really match
the biblical definition of who a voice is? Do their
messages constitute the cry Scriptures talk
about? | will endeavor to bring to our knowledge
(in this chapter and beyond) who a 'voice' is, and
what constitutes the cry. | believe this will help us
all to identify imposters who have deceived some
children of God for so long a time. Let us look at
the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the 'voice' and
the cry in the scripture below;

"Comfort, comfort my /;eo/a/e, "says your God,
S/Jmﬁ comforfﬂé\/y to Jerusalem; and call out
to her that her war][mﬂe is ﬂccompﬁyﬁeﬁ[ that
her iniziu@ is pﬂmfoneaf that she has veceived
of Yahweh's hand double for all her sins, The

voice of one who calls out, "Y]reﬁﬂre the wary of



Yahweh in the wilderness! Make a level
ﬁ@ﬁmﬂ in the desert for our God, Zvery
m/@ shall be exalted, and every mountainand
hill shall be made low. The uneven shall be
made level, and the roogﬁ p/acey a /7/&11’17, The
ﬂ/o;y of Yahweh shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it foyez%er ﬁw the mouth 0][ Ynhweh
has spoken it. The voice 0}[ one saying, Cr'u /"
One said, " Whatshall 9 cmﬂ" "Fl// f/e;ﬁ isli / ke
grass, and all its j/o:y is / ke the flower of the
field. The grass withers, the flower fades,
because Yahweh's breath blows on it \S’mﬂe@
the peo/:é are like  grass. The  grass withers, the
flower fades; but the word of our God stands

forever." Jsaiah 40:-8

The root word for cry in the above scripture is
'‘gara’ meaning to call out to. In this prophecy, we
are made to understand the life and message of
the voice who was to cry. Please bear in mind
God always demanded His servants live the
message they preached, as earlier stated in
connection with Elisha. It is therefore not possible
for a true servant of God to preach a message
and live otherwise. At least we know of this in the



ministry of Christ and Ezra the priest and scribe;

"The ﬁ'm‘f hook 9wrote, Tﬁeopﬁi/m', concerned
all that Jesus égﬂn bhoth to do and to teach,”
Acts1:1

"For Ezra had set his heart to seek the law 0/[
Yahweh, and to do it, and to teach in Israel
statutes and ordinances.” Fzra 7:40

The voice of God arises in the midst of a perverse
generation and gross spiritual darkness. The
reason is, man will have to be called back to order
so he can experience the glory of God. We realize
from Isaiah's prophecy that the voice was
supposed to make the crooked paths straight,
level every mountain and to raise the valleys. All
these were to precede the glorious appearing of
our Lord and savior Jesus Christ (that is, His first
coming). In the same way there must be a voice in
these dark times to call the people of God back to
order before the second coming of Jesus Christ.
From the look of things, the present church (vast
majority) does not seem to be ready at all for her
savior. This is why there is an urgent need for a



voice (though it could be used in the plural sense)
to prepare the way for the second coming of
Jesus. ltis this great expectation of the people of
God which many have capitalized on to claim the
title of being a voice in our generation.

Scriptures make it plain that this prophecy
perfectly fit into the life and ministry of John the
Baptist. He was the Elijah other prophets
prophesied about (to be the forerunner of Jesus
Christ). He was said to come in the Spirit of Elijah.

Elijah came into the scene when Israel was given
to idolatry. He came to call backslidden Israel to
the worship of their one and only true God who is
Yahweh. Though he received strict opposition,
yet he was able to call the people of God back to
order. He did this by repairing the broken alters of
God, after which the fire of God fell from heaven.
Israel was thus convinced the God of their fathers
had visited them. Elijah then obeyed the law of
God by slaying the prophets of Baal;

"9t ﬁa/?peneﬁ/ at the time of the oﬁ[em'nﬂ of the
[evening] offering, that E@'ﬂﬁ the pro/?ﬁef



come near, and said, Yahweh, the God of
Abraham, of Jsaac, and of srael, let it be

known this /ay fﬁm‘you are God'in Israel, ond
that 9 am your servant, and that 9 have done

all these fﬁinﬂy at your word Hear me,

Ynhweh, hear me, that this peop/e may know

that you, Yahweh, are God, and [that] you

have turned  their heart éacé@m’n Then the

five of Yahweh fell, and consumed the burnt
oﬁ[erinﬂ, and the wood, and the stones, and the

dust. and licked up the water that was in the

trench, When all the peaﬁé sow it fﬁey fellon

their facey: and’ fﬁey said, Yahweh, he is God.

Yahweh, he is God. and E@'ﬂﬁ said to them,

Take the /om/zﬁefy of Baal; don't let one of
them escape. 7’5@ took them; and E@'ﬂﬁ

émrgﬁf them down fo the brook Kishon, and
killed them there,"t 7<inﬂy 18:36-40

Remember also that Elijah was a man who did not
live in superfluity (though relative in every
generation). Even his clothes were not that
comfortable to put on. This was to symbolize that
Israel ought to be mourning over their
backslidden nature. In the same way, when John



the Baptist surfaced, his clothe was not also
comfortable to put on. Right from his early years
he started to live in the deserts and even had his
food to be locust and wild honey;

"Yohn was clothed with camel's hair and a
leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and
wild ﬂoney, "Mark1:6

His assignment was to 'cry' and not to 'laugh’. If
he was to be in the state of 'mourning’, then
surely he could not live a life of coziness. It is
rather unfortunate to hear people call themselves
a 'voice' while all their life is lived in extravagance.
Does our current state call for a cry (weeping) or
for laughter? Jesus even pronounced woe on
those who laugh now (Luke 6:25).

In the above scripture, the Greek word for full is
‘'empiplemi' which means to satisfy (literally or
figuratively) and that for laugh is 'gelao’ which is
the same laugh been interpreted in the scripture
respectively. However, that for weep is 'klaio'
(to sob).



John's message centered on the need for
backslidden Israel to repent of their evil ways.
This was to position them to receive their savior
(who is the glory of God). Men who claim to be a
‘voice' are to call a spade a spade and to preach
repentance to our generation. John the Baptist is
at least our first yard stick in knowing who a voice
is.

In going back to the prophecy of Isaiah we learn
the voice was asked to cry. The cry was to alert
men that all the things of this present world are
vain. The cry was also to bring to the knowledge
of man that his days on this earth are very short
and so he is to live for God. Living for God is what
will make us endure forever. The preacher knew
this truth and thus why in his concluding
sentences in the book of Ecclesiastes, he had this
to say;

“and the dust refurns to the earth as it was, and
the spirit returns fo God who gave it. Vanity of
vanities, says the Preacher. Al is Wm@/ "
Eeclesinstes12:7-8



The root word for vanity in the above scripture is
'hebel' which means emptiness. The voice
therefore was to call men to fear God and to be
made aware of the impending judgment of God
upon the disobedient. There is a very interesting
event which took place in heaven. John the
beloved in the book of revelation heard a voice
speak, and turned to see the voice. From the
scripture below we understand Jesus Christ is the
voice John saw;

"9 turned to see the voice that Jpoée with me,
?/auiny turned, 9 saw seven ﬂ()/ﬁ/en
///zm/ayfaméz "Revelation 1:12

Jesus Christ in His days on earth lived in a certain
manner and called us to the same life. We learned
earlier on that a voice was to “cry” and not to
“laugh”. It will interest you to note that the
prophecy of Isaiah concerning Christ was that of
someone who was identified with sorrows;

"He was p/ejﬁiyea( and ;ﬂﬁ'ecfe&/ @ men; a man
of J‘Mﬁ[eri@, and. acziminfe/ with disease: and

as one from whom men hide their face he was



;/exﬁiyep/; and we didn't M'/aecf him,"
Ysainh 533

He really had no royalty written on his face,
though He is(was) the king of kings. Right from his
birth we saw Him appear in a manger. Can you
ever imagine the whole savior of the world being
born in a manger? But that was the wisdom of
God.

Interestingly it was not only John who was a
'voice'. After Christ's ascension, His disciples also
became a 'voice' in their generation to call the
children of God back to their Lord. On the day of
Pentecost, Peter warned the people present to
save themselves from the untoward generation in
which they lived. How could they? Except by first
of all repenting from their wicked ways and getting
identified with Christ's burial by baptism so they
could receive the gift of the Holy Spirit;

"Detersaid to them, "Reﬁem‘, and be 5ﬂﬁfizep[
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ

fo:ﬂ the fo:yz’ueneyy of sins, and You will receive
the giftof the ?{0@ Spirit." Acts 2:38



After this incident in the book of Acts, Peter did
not cease to be a 'voice'. He continued to cry.
"The voice of one saying, "Cry!" One said,
"What shalllcry?"

Al }[/ sh is [ ée qrass, and all its qﬁym is like the
j[/owe:ﬂ oﬁ%e ﬁe// The  grass w:fﬁem the f/ower
}[M/e because ’qﬂﬁweﬁ s breath blows on it
\Smﬂe/u the ﬁeoﬁ/e are_like grass, The grass
w:fﬁem, the f/awer }[m[ej, 50{1‘ the word 0}[ our
Godstands forever. " Jsniah 40:6-8

This cry was not different from the message Peter
preached. He continued to bring to the knowledge
of men that all the things in the world are vain and
therefore men ought to obey the Gospel;

ﬁm/mo/ been born again, not of comﬂu/afzé/e
seed, 5m‘ of mcomﬂuﬁfzé/e L‘ﬁmuqﬁ the wom/ of
God, which lives and vemains foreuer For, "All
flesh is like  grass, and all of man Sﬂ@@ (ike the
flower in the grass. The grass withers, and its
flower falls but the Lovd's word endures
forever.” This is the word of Good News which
was /wmcﬁw/ toyou. "t Pefer:23-25




It wasn't only Peter who was a voice but the writer
of the book of James. He in his message to the
Jews warned the rich not to trust in their riches for
they will fade with them;

"But let the brother in humble circumstances
ﬂ/oq in his ﬁyﬁ poyiﬁon; and the vich, in that
he is made humble, because like the ]%wer n
the  grass, he will frasss away. For the sun arises
with the J'carcﬁinﬂ wind, and withers the  grass,
and the flower in it falls, and the éeam‘y of its
aﬁpmmnca ﬁerijﬁej‘, So also will the rich man
fm/e away in his ﬁum‘m’fj’, " James :9~1t.

Itis only those who obey the word of God by living
in the light of it who will abide forever.

The writer of 1John taught that we should not love
the world neither the things therein. He teaches
us that if we depend on these things which will
one day be consumed by the power of God, then
the love of God is not in us. His call therefore was,
every disciple of Christ should radically detach
him or herself from the things of the world (though
we use some of the world's goods for our needs



let us not abuse it). It is only those who do the will
of God who will abide forever;

"The worldis fpassing away with its lusts, but he
who does God's will remains forever."

1 John 2:7

We can not continue to talk about a voice without
mentioning Paul. He also taught that the rich
should not trust in uncertain riches, but to
distribute their wealth to the needy in order to
have treasures in heaven;

"C’ﬁmjge those who are rich in this present world
that fﬁey not be ﬁmyﬁ@, nor have their ﬁo/Je
sefon the uncertainty of riches, buton the ﬁ'w‘ry
God, who m’cﬁ@ /)mw'p/ey us with euezyfﬁinﬂ to
enjoy that fﬁey do ﬂOOﬁ[ that fﬁey be vich in
ﬂoo/ works, that fﬁey he rea@ to distribute,
wi/ﬁ'rig to communicate /a\ywy up in store for
themselves a joo/ foundation against the fime
to come, that fﬁ@ may /ay hold of eternal life."
(Timothy 6:17-19

Also, he taught that we should be content with the
basic necessities of life. A lifestyle he led, which



made him qualified to instruct others as;

"B m‘ﬂo&/ﬁneﬂ' with confentment ijy:ﬂeﬂf [ gain.,
For we émbgﬁz‘ noz‘ﬁi@ into the world, and we
cerfain@ can't carry a@fﬁinﬂ out, But ﬁaw’nﬂ
food and c/afﬁinﬂ, we will be content with that
But those who are determined to be rich fallinto
atemptation and a snave and many foolish and
ﬁmﬂmﬂf/ /m’fy, J'ucﬁ as drown men in ruin and

Aestruction," Wmaf@ 6:6-9

Looking at the life of these servants of God and
their messages, does it seem they lived in
flamboyance? It is clear all these servants had
their lives to be in line with who a voice is, and
what the cry should be.



CHAPTER N I N E

A VOICE
LIVES ON NEEDJS

Anyone who claims to be a voice must by the very
nature of his calling and election live on only his
needs and not wants. There is no one who ever
followed Jesus as a disciple who was not required
to forsake (renounce) all his worldly riches. The
basic requirement needed by everyone who
wants to follow Jesus (becoming His disciple) is
this;

"So therefore whoever of you who doesn't
renounce all that he has, he can't be my
&ﬁ'xci/a[e. " Luke 14:33

Christ had a deeper reason why he required that
one forsakes wealth in order to follow Him. He
makes it clear there is no way one can serve God
and mammon. One will have to either love God
and hate mammon or vice versa. The principle is



therefore clear that, no one can serve two
masters;

"No servant can serve two masters, for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to one, and /ej;/w}'e the other, You
aren't able to serve God and mammon”

Luke16:(3

Those who try to do so are really rebelling against
God, since is a direct challenge to disprove
Christ. Christ requires that when we receive this
world's goods, we use it to benefit the needy. If we
obey this command of constant giving in order to
follow Christ, then how can we amass wealth on
this earth? It therefore stands to reason, this is
why Christ is always identified with the lowly.
There is nowhere in scripture where Christ tried to
always identify Himself with the rich. Christ
pronounced woe on the rich and to those who
laugh now, when He taught His disciples;

"But woe fo you who are rich! For you have
received your consolation, Woe fo you, you

who are full now, for 'you will be ﬁmyiy, Woe



to you who /mgﬁ now, for "you will mourn and
weep. W, when men Jpeﬂﬁ well of you, for
their fathers did the same l%il’ig to the false
/)mpﬁefx " Luke 6:24-26

This means He did not expect His disciples to
amass wealth to themselves but to give liberally.
If they obeyed Him, then they will be poor in this
world's goods but rich toward God;

"But God said to him, "You foolish one,
fon@ﬁfyoum‘ou[iy Veaiuirep/ ofyou, The fﬁiryy
which you have ﬁre/yarefﬁ~wﬁ05'e will fﬁey
he? So is he who ///zyy up treasure for himself,
andis notrich foward God." Luke 12:20-21

No one will ever be entrusted with the true riches
of God if he or she is unfaithful with unrighteous
mammon. God always tries to test man to see if
they will be willing to obey His word by giving
them wealth. The reason why He gives His
children wealth is not just for self gratification, but
rather to be distributed to meet the needs of
others. When a man is able to pass this test, then
God entrusts true riches into his hands. The true



riches is the knowledge of God and His Christ
(This is eternal life). Let us look at the test for the
rich young ruler (this may not be required of all
who come to Christ initially);

"Rehold, one came to him and said, "Good
teacher, wﬁm‘ﬂ(m/ fﬁi@ shall 9 do, that 9 may
have eternal life?... The young man said to
him, "All these fﬁi@y 9 have observed from my
yom‘ﬁ Whatdo 9still lack? Jesus said to him,
”9)[ you want to be ﬁezﬂfecz‘ , 90, sell what you
5&% and give to fﬁe froor, and You will have

treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, But

when the  Younyg man heard the myinﬂ, he went
away sad, ﬁw he was one who had jiﬂem‘
frossessions. "Watthew 19:16, 20~22

Therefore there is no one who will gain access
into heaven if he is not faithful with unrighteous
mammon. Paul gives us the clear picture of this
truth of losing all so that we can gain Christ. God
never wants to share us with anything, not even
money, therefore we should beware;

"Yes moyz‘ce;ﬂfain@, and 9 countall, fﬁiryy to be
loss for the exce//ency of the énow/e&{ge of Christ



Jesus, my Lord, for whom 9 suffered the loss of
all fﬁz’@;‘, and count them nofﬁinﬂ but refuse,
that 9 may gain Christ" Phi ﬁ'ppmm 3,8

Paul therefore said he counted all things that
were gain to him as loss for the surpassing
knowledge which is in Christ;

"Lowever, what fﬁinﬂy were ﬂm'n to me, these

have I counted loss for Christ." Pﬁz’/fppimm 3.7

All these goes to buttress the prophecy of
Jeremiah to the house of Israel. Jeremiah told
Israel they will only find God if they seek Him with
all their heart;

"“You shall seek me, and find me, when you
shall search for me with all Your heart."
Qeremiaﬁzg:fj

| am yet to find a man who chooses to amass
wealth on this earth and still loves God with all his
heart. If we store our treasures here on earth, our
hearts will surely be here according to the
following scripture;



"For where your treasure is, there will your

heart bealso,” Luke12:34

This accounts for the reason why many preachers
cannot even preach about the second coming of
Christ and our gathering together unto Him. They

claim they are a 'voice' but the numerous self-
centered projects they undertake really speak

volumes of where their heart is. This is why Paul
calls them the enemies of the cross. Instead of
storing treasures in heaven so that their heart will
be focused there (Colossians 3:1-2), they rather
amass wealth here on earth and thus they are
earthly minded,;

“For many walk, of whom 9 told you often,
andnow fe//you even weeping, as the enemies of
the cross 0/[ Christ, whose end is destruction,
wﬁoye jo/ is fﬁe ée@, and wﬁw’e ﬂ/my isin
their shame, who think about emﬂfﬁ@ z‘ﬁz’ry,v"
Philippians 3:48-19

In the previous chapter you remember some
servants of God were qualified to be a voice.
When you look at the life and ministry of those



servants of God, you will notice they did not
entangle themselves with excessive physical
projects (thus, physical projects were not their
major focus). By this | am implying that physical
structures are needed in certain circumstances.
We are to construct such with eternity's values in
view.

Jesus wanted to teach us a great truth and thus
gave the following scenario as that which will
pertain to the coming judgment;

"But when the Son of Man comes in his j/{)iy,

and all the ﬁo@ ﬂnﬂeé’ with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his ﬂﬂw:y, Before him all the

nations will be ﬂﬂfﬁem&[ and he will J'epﬂmfe

them one from another, as a J'ﬁe/)ﬁem/
separates the J‘ﬁeep from the goats. He will set
the J‘ﬁee/y on his @ﬁf hand, hut the goats on the

left, Then the King will tell those on his r{gﬁf
hand, 'Come, blessed of my Father, inherit the

K:’nﬂ/om pmﬁmﬂep/ for you from the

foundation of the world, for 9 was M}y@, and
You gave me food to eat; 9 was z%iryfy, ﬁm/you
gave me drink; 9 was a J‘fl"ﬂl’lﬂelﬂ, and [ you took



me in na&ef/, and You clothed me; 9 was J'icé,
and You visited me; 9 was in ﬁm}'on, and you
came to me. Then the rijﬁfeow will answer
him, saying, "Lord, when did we see Yyou
ﬁmyiy, and feed (you; or fﬁim‘@, and. [ give you
a drink? When did we see You 4s J'L‘mnﬂer,
and take you in; or naked, and clothe you?
When did we see You J'icﬁ, or in pm}‘on, and
come fo you? The Ki@ will answer them,
"Most cem‘ﬂin@ 9 fe//you, inasmuch as you did
itto one of the least of these my éml‘ﬁemyou did
ittome, Then he wi//y@ also to those on the left
hand, Vepart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire which is pre/m;ﬂe;/ for the devil and
his m/tqeﬁ' for Jwas ﬁmy@, ﬂm{you didn tgive
me food fo eat; I was fﬁim‘@, and’ [ you gave me
no drink was a J'fmnﬂer, and you didn't take
me in; naked, and you didn't clothe me; sick,
and in [rison, and you didn't visit me. Then
fﬁey will also answer, saying, "Lovd, when did
we see you ﬁmy@, or fﬁim@, ora J'fmrtqer, or
mée&[ or 57'0& or in /)m}'on, and didn't ﬁe/ﬁ
you? Then he will answer them, saying, "Most
ceﬁm’n@ 9 fe//you, inasmuch as you didn'tdo it



to one of the least of these, you didn'tdoittome,
These will g0 away into eternal /auniyﬁmem‘,
but the m'ﬂﬁfeom' into efernal life."
Matthew 25:31-46

From the above, you will realize Christ called
some group of people His brethren. Who are
those He calls His brothers? The true disciples or
servants of Christ are very likely to be in need
some times. This is contrary to a modern day
popular theology which suggests a true believer

cannot suffer need. Christ promised to meet the
needs of His disciples;

"Don't seek what ' you will eat or what ' you will
drink; neither be anxious For the nations 0][ the
world seek after all of these fﬁz’@;‘, but your
Father knows that you need these fﬁilfigy, But
seek God's 7<inj/om, and all these fﬁi@y will
be added to you don't be afraid, little flock, for
it Is your Father's ﬂoa/ p/emwe fo  give you the
Kingdom." Luke 12:29-32

How does He meet their needs when there is
none? | believe He does this through the agency
of men who avail themselves to be used as



channels of blessing. Nevertheless, before He
assured them of meeting their needs, He
instructed them to give what they have as alms;

"Sell that which you have, and give ﬂiﬁ‘x to the
nee@, Make for yom'e/uey fourses which don't

row old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't
{ail, where no thief ﬂ/;/]lﬂ(mcﬁey, neither moth
&/eyfiﬂoyy. " Luke12:33

The true disciples of Christ are His brethren
because He lives in them. This is why He said if

any one accepts His disciples then they have
accepted Him (the reverse is also true);

"o who receives You receives me, and he who
receives me receives him who sent me."

Matthew 10:40

Therefore a service to them is an indirect service
to Christ Himself. If we choose to overlook the

needs of such disciples, then in essence we have
chosen to deny Christ. When we talk about true
disciples, they are all who keep His sayings.

Paul made it abundantly clear that they the
apostles of Christ were appointed for the



following;

"For, 9 think that God has ;ﬁ')ﬁ/ﬂye&/ us, the
apw'z‘/e  Inst 0}[ alll like men sentenced to death,
For we are made a Jpecz‘ﬂc/e to the world, both
fo anﬂeﬁ' andmen,"t Corinfﬁianw:g

As servants they were also supposed to have the
following as their credentials;

"We are fools for Christ's sake, éufyou are wise
in Christ. We are weak, but you are J‘fl"(?@,
You have honor, but we have dishonor. Even
to this ﬁrexenf hour we ﬁurye;ﬂ, thirst, are
naked. are beaten, and have no certain
/we/ﬁ'@ /7/&:03. We toil, wor@'@ with our own
hands, When peop/e curse us, we bless, Beiry
pem'ecufe;[ we endure, 861’757 /e}[ﬂme/, we
entreat. We are made as the ﬁ/fﬁ 0][ the world,
the divt wiﬁe/ off @ all] even until now."

( Corvinthians 4:00~(3

The Greek word for fools in the above scripture is
'moros’ which means stupid or dull. This
suggests the level of obedience of the Apostles
made them look stupid in the eyes of men (though



the wisdom of God is revealed in that kind of
lifestyle). This way of life does not really follow
human logic. Paul in his letter to the church in
Colossae made them aware, they should not
allow anyone to spoil them through vain
philosophy and deceit (Colossians 2:8).

From these analysis, Why then are self-
acclaimed voices of our age busy amassing
wealth here on earth. Scripture indicates that
John was a burning and a shining light (John
5:35). Christ also immediately after telling His
disciples to forsake the world, told them they
should let their lights be burning (Luke 12:35). We
are also not left out as our lights are supposed to
be shining as followers of Christ and His Apostles.



CHAPTER TEN

A 'DRUNKEN' PERJON
IS5 NOT A 'VOICE'.

The beginning of the book of Psalms is very
interesting. The Psalmist makes a very profound
statement which | will like us to delve into. The
statement is this;

"Blessed is the man who doesn't walk in the
counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the way of

sinners, norsitin theseat of scoffers” Psalm t:4

The root word for scoffers in the scripture above
is "luwts' which means to make mouths at. From
the above scripture, we ask ourselves who these
scoffers (scornful) are? Scripture supplies us with
the definition of who a scoffer (a scorner) or a
mocker is. Solomon makes us to understand in
the book of proverbs that wine is a mocker;



"“Wine is a mocker, and beer is a brawler,
Whoever is led m’fr@ @ them is not wise,”
DProverhs 204

In the scripture above the root word for mocker is
also 'luwts’. Therefore a scorner (scoffer as in
Psalm 1:1) or a mocker can be said to be the
person that is filled with 'wine'. Christ in His last
teachings to the disciples told them about the
manner of behavior of a particular servant in the
end-time;

"But iffﬁafyem/ﬂnfx@y in his heart. 'W lord
delwys his comiry,' and égim’ to beat the
menservants and the maidservants, and fo eat
and drink, and to be drunken, then the lord 0}[
that servant will come in a /ﬂy when he isn'f
exﬁecﬁry him, and in an hour that he doesn't
know, and will cut him in two, and ﬁ/ﬂce his
portion with the unfaithful " Luke 12:45-46

The Greek word for drink in the scripture above is
'pino’ which means to imbibe (literally or
figuratively). The word eat suggests that the
scripture above combines both the literal and
figurative. You will realize from the above



scripture, the servant will begin to say in his heart
(not the mouth) that His Lord delays in His
coming. It is this condition of the servant's heart
which will cause him to forget about watching and
to join other men to eat and 'drink' and get
'drunken’.

The question then is, what is the meaning of
‘eating' and 'drinking' as well as getting 'drunken'?
The simple answer according to scripture is, the
servant will no longer preach the kingdom of God.

“for the Ki@;/om of God is not eating and
/m’n@‘@, hut rijﬁfeaumm, feace, an{//'qy n
the Wo@ S/)im’f. " Romans 14:47,

The root word for eating in the scripture is 'brosis'
which is viewed as (abstractly) eating (literally or
figuratively).

9 9 fo»yﬁf with animals af T:pﬁesw for
human [urposes, what does it ﬁmﬁ‘f me? Jf the
dead are not raised, then "lef us eat and drink,
fortomorrow we die, "t Corinthians 15:32



The Greek word for drink in Luke 12:45-46 is the
same been used in the above scripture. However
the root word for eat in the above scripture is
‘phago’ which means to eat (literally or
figuratively). The right interpretation of the
scripture therefore should be seen in the
figurative sense.

So from the definition above, that servant in
question will be preaching materialism (which is
the false prosperity doctrine). The line between
true prosperity and false prosperity is that, true
prosperity leads to sharing and false prosperity
leads to stockpiling. The servant will no longer call
people to righteous living and dependence on
God (for His supply) in these perilous times. He
will rather cause them to derive their 'joy' from
entertainment and not the Holy Spirit. According
to the definition of who a mocker is, we can
categorize this servant who is now eating and
drinking and getting drunk to be one.

The Apostles therefore continued to warn the
disciples about these mockers. Jude made it clear
that there were going to be mockers who will be



walking according to their own lusts in this end-
time;

”Tﬁey said fo you that "I the last time there
will be mocﬁem‘, wa/ﬁinﬂ ﬂﬁ‘e:ﬂ their own
myo&@ lusts," Qude 148

The Greek word for mockers in the above
scripture is 'empaiktes’ which means a derider.
We discern, it is their ungodly lust (materialism)
which will cause them to preach false doctrine.

Let us quickly cast our minds back to what
happened in the days of the Israelites in the
wilderness. Scriptures make us to understand
that when Moses went to the mountain to receive
the commandments from the Lord, he delayed in
his coming and the people got impatient and
demanded for gods;

“When the peo/a/e saw that Moses /e/aye/ to
come down from the mountain, the peop/e
ﬂﬂl%ﬁl"@ﬁ/ themselves fqgefﬁer to Aaron, and
said to him, "Come, make m’jwﬁ', which shall
40 hefore us; for as for this Moses, the man who
émbgﬁf us up out of the land of Zqypt, we don't



know what has become 0][ him, Aaron said fo
them, "Take oﬁ[ the ﬂof/en ri@y, which are in
the ears o}{yomﬂ wives, ofyamﬂyom', and ofyow
/mgﬁfm', and ém'nj them to me. Al the
peop/e fook oﬁ[ the ja/p/en ri@y which were in
their ears, and éroogﬁf them to Aaron, He
received what fﬁey handed him, and fashioned
it with an erymw’ry tool, and'made it a molten
mﬁg and fﬁ@ said, "These are your ﬂo&&
Dseael, which émoyﬁf (you up out of the land of
Eﬂypf. When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it; and Aaron made a

voclamation, and said, "Tomorrow shall be a
feastto Ynhweh, ‘Tﬁey rose up em@ on the next
p/ﬂy, and offered bhurnt oﬁ[em'ryy, and ém@ﬁf
freace oﬁ[em’nﬂy; and the /)60/.'/3 sat down to eat
and to drink, and rose up o p/ay, ! Exo;/w
32:1-6

From the scripture we realize it is out of their
impatience that they decided, Aaron should make
gods for them to worship. Does it strike your mind
that the servant Christ was talking about was not
patient? Aaron however made gods for them,
after which they ate and drunk and rose up to



play. In the same way the servant Christ was
talking about was not also patient for the return of
his master and for this reason started to also eat
and to get himself drunken. The result of this act
of drunkenness is Christian entertainment and
earthly mindedness. No wonder Jude in his
epistle also warned the believers about these
mockers or scorners;

"These are murmurers and comﬁ/m’nem‘,
wa/&inj aﬁ‘er their lusts (and their mouth
Jyaea@' /mou/ L‘ﬁi@y], J‘ﬁowinﬂ mﬁecz‘ of
frersons fo ﬂain Mﬁ/ﬂnf@e, But you, beloved,
remember the words which have been Jpoéen
before @ the ﬂpoxz‘/ex of our Lord esus Christ.”
Jude t:46-17

You gather that these mockers in their bid to get
material gain will teach their congregants what
they want to hear. This is why Peter informed us
that they will make merchandise (KJV) out of
people;

"But false /ﬂﬂopﬁez‘x also arose amony the
peo/o/e, as false teachers will also be among you,



who will 5'60%@ éri@ in destructive heresies,
/e@i@ even the Master who émgﬁf them,
éiﬂiryi@ on themselves swift destruction,
M&my will] ﬁ?//ow their immoral ways, and s a
result, the way of the truth will be ma/iﬂne&[ In
covetousness fﬁey will expﬁm‘you with /ecepﬁue
words; whose sentence now from of old doesn't
/il’igb’l", and their destruction will not slumber.,”
2 Peter 2:1-3

People who go to such people are those who
have idols in their hearts just like the Israelites in
the days of Ezekiel (Ezekiel 14:3-10). They also
fall within the category of people Paul and Micah
talked about in the following scriptures
respectively;

"For the time will come when fﬁey will not listen
to the sound doctrine, hut, ﬁaw’ry ifcﬁiry ears,
will ﬁeap up for themselves teachers after their
own lusts and will furn away their ears from the
trath, and turn aside to fables,"
2 Timof@ Li3~4



"W aman wa/@'@ inaspirit of falsehood lies: "9
will /mopﬁe;y to you of wine and of strong
drink;" he would be the p;ﬂoﬁﬁez‘ of this pea/J/e. !
Micah 2:41

All such people and the preachers themselves
are under the curse and judgment of God. There
is no way anyone living right with God will find him
or herself among the congregation of such
mockers or scorners. Jeremiah said he could not
sit with the mockers (KJV) simply because the
hand of God was upon him;

"9 didn'tsit in the m‘;‘emé{y of those who make
merry, nor rg’oiceaﬂ 9sat alone because ofyamﬂ
hand, for "you have filled me with im@naﬁon, !
Yeremiah 15:47

Such a man is indeed blessed by the Lord. Itis a
blessing for an individual not to find him or herself
in such congregations. If you do, you are under
the curse of God. The situation in our time is not
different at all from that which pertained in the
days of Isaiah. These days, most of the men in
leadership in the church can be said to be



drunken. This is because they have erred from
the faith in not preaching the kingdom of God any
longer. They have been given unto materialism
and that is why they preach false prosperity.
When you check Galatians 5:20 you grasp that
such doctrines are works of the flesh. They have
therefore erred from the faith just like the rulers of
Jerusalem;

”7’5@ also reel with wine, and stagger with
J'fm@ drink, The pm’eyz‘ and the /wopﬁef reel
with J'fmrg drink, Tﬁey are swallowed up @
wine, Tﬁey J'z‘ﬁyﬂer with J'z‘rory drink, Tﬁf,y err
in vision, Tﬁf,y stumble in J’W@mem‘, For all
tables are comp/efe@ full of ﬁff@ vomit and
ﬁ/fﬁineﬂ Whom will he teach Know[m@e? 7o
whom will he exp/m’n the meyy@e? Those who
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the
breasts? Foritis ﬁ;ﬂece/?f on p;ﬂeceﬁz‘, ﬁ:ﬂece/)z‘ on
rece/ﬂ‘; line on line, line on line; heve a little,
there a little, But he will Jpeaé to this nation
with J'L‘ammeriry /i/ﬂ' and in another /&myu@e;
to whom he said, "This is the m’ﬁry /a/ace, Give
rest to weary; " and "This is the :ﬂeﬁﬂeyﬁi@; "yez‘
fﬁey would not hear. Therefore the word of



Yahweh will be to them piﬂece/;f on /orecepf,
ﬁrecepf on /arecepf; line on line, line on line; here
a little, there a little; that fﬁey may 4o, fall
backward, be broken, be snaved, and be taken,
Therefore hear the word of Yahweh, you
5'coﬁ[em', that rule this peoﬁfe in erusalem:"
Jswiah 28:7-14

From the Scripture above we understand why
people in so many assemblies continue to be
babes. This accounts for why there are so many
fallings in many meetings. Oblivious to them, they

rather think is a show of power not knowing it is a
testimony against them. These mockers are not

'‘weeping' but rather ‘'laughing'. Remember a
'voice' is supposed to ‘cry'. If one is therefore
‘eating' and 'drinking' then how can he ‘cry'?
Please let us ask ourselves why Paul had to cry
for years just to pass his message across to the
church in Ephesus? He knew the warning Christ
gave to the disciples in Luke 6:25.

This is the reason why the Apostles could not live
in indulgence. From Jesus' picture of the servant,
he (the servant) started to beat and bully the



maidens and the servants. This simply means
they abuse their power in the gospel. Thus why
Paul was careful not to do so;

“What then is my reward? That, when 9
preacﬁ the Good News, 9 may preyenf the
Good News of Christ without cﬁmye, 50 as not
to abuse my aufﬁor@ in the Good News."
( Corinthians 9:18

The Greek word for abuse in the scripture above
is 'katachraomai' which means to overuse or
misuse.

People normally tend to be at the mercy of such
mockers when they begin to manifest some
power. Faithful servants of Christ wouldn't like to
take advantage of people when they are used as
instruments in ministering to such people.
Jeremiah in the book of lamentations made it
clear that drunkards would be naked;

"‘Rﬁ'oice and be j/m{ p/mgﬁfer of Fdom, that
dwell in the land of Uz: The cup shall fross
z‘ﬁmogﬁ to you also; yowﬁa/f he drunken, and



shall make youm’e[f naked."

Lamentations 4:21

Clearly this is made manifest in our days. When
you look at these assembly of mockers they lay
too much emphasis on physical structures,
indirectly telling men that Christ is not coming
soon (that is not to say we should not plan, but we
should be careful not to send wrong signals to
sinners). This was the same attitude of the church

of Laodicea. Jeremiah said the drunkards will be
naked and that is how Christ saw this church;

"Because you say, ') am vich, and have gotten
viches, and have need of nofﬁinj;' and don't
know that you are the wretched one, miserable,
foor, biimd, andnaked" Revelation 247

Men these days forget the warning of Isaiah not to
join field to field and so on;

"Woe to those wﬁcy’oin house to house, who /ﬂy
freld o field, until there is no room, ﬂn/you are
made to dwell alone in the midst of the land"
Vsaiah 5:8



If we always store and not give and always love to
expand and to continue to embark on more and
more physical projects to the detriment of souls,
then we are living in sin;

"He said to them, "Beware! 7<eep youm/m’

from covetousness, for a man's life doesn’t
consist of the abundance of the fﬁirtqy which he

[rossesses. He Jpaﬁe a paméﬂe to them, 5'@1’@,

"The ﬂmunaf of a certain rvich man ém@ﬁf
forth abundan f@, He reasoned within himself,

saying, “What will 9 do, because 9 don't have

room to store my clﬂopy? He said, 'This is what
Iwill do. Iwill ﬁu// down my bharns, and build
é%er ones, and there 9 will store all my ﬂmin

and’ my ﬂoaa[v. 9 will tell my soul, "Soul, you
have many ﬂowﬁ' laid up for many years, Take
your ease, eat. drink, he merry. Rut God said
to him, 'You foolish one, fom’ﬂﬁf your soul is
require&/ of you. The fﬁinﬂy which You have
pre/mrwﬁ ~whose will fﬁey he?"
Luke 12:(5-20

The question we are to ask ourselves is, why is it
that the Nazarites were asked not to take wine or



strong drink? Why was Samson's mother asked
not to even take wine? Why was John the Baptist
(a voice) not supposed to take wine or strong
drink? The answer is, so they could know the Lord
and not err in the knowledge of Him;

Tﬁeu also reel with wine, and yfaqqe:ﬂ with
mem/ drink, The /wze;f and the /amﬁﬁef reel
wn‘ﬁ mem/ drink, Tﬁeu are mm//awm/ up 514
wine, “meu Jfﬂﬂdﬂi" wn% menq drink, Tﬁeu
err_in_vision, ‘fﬁeu qumé/e in mp/o/mem‘

Ysaiah 28; 7

Due to the times we find ourselves, we are
supposed to be watching and waiting for the
second coming of our Lord. Paul therefore
cautioned that we be filled with the Holy Spirit
always;

"Don't bhe drunken with wine, in which is
a@’yi/mﬁan, hut be ﬁ'//e/ with the \S’pirif, !
T:ﬁﬁeyiﬂm 5:48

In order for us not to preach materialism, we need
to be full of the Holy Spirit so that we can preach
the kingdom of God (righteousness, peace and
Joy in the Holy Spirit).



cuarrer ELEVEN

PLEANSE CHECK
YOUR DIET

In the previous chapter, we looked at the verse
one of Psalm one. Let us now move on to the
verse two.

"but his /e/ijﬁf is in Yahweh's law, On his law
he meditates ;/ﬂy and n@ﬁz‘, "Dsalm1:2

The above scripture brings to light the
tremendous benefit derived from meditating upon
the word of God day and night. In times when
people are famished because of the lack of true
revelation from God, one can only survive and be
assured of a constant supply of the revelation of
God, if he remains in the word. There is indeed
the need for a constant touch with the Word;

"You are aﬁﬂem@ pmme&/ clean because of the
word which 9 have Jpoéen to Yo, Remain in



me, and 9 in you. As the branch can't bear
fruit @ itself, unless it remains in the vine, so
neither can Yo, un/wyou remain inme, 9 am
the vine, You are the branches. He who
remains in me, and 9 in him, the same bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nofﬁinﬂ, " John 15:3-5

Most men have been cut off from the vine and that
is why they are unable to grow into Christlikeness.
A lot of things are calling for the attention of many
men such that they cannot even study the word of
God. The best they can do is to read it to appease
their conscience.

Remember in the previous chapters there is no
way one can gain the knowledge of Christ if he
decides to combine the word with the pursuit of
the world. You have to lose one In order to gain
the other. How does one meditate on the word of
God day and night if the word of God is not his or
her object of love? This is to teach us that we
need to love God whole heartedly. In this chapter |
will strive to bring to the fore, the need for the
word to be part of our lives so that we will live



victorious lives and be a 'voice' in our generation.

There are some key men in the scriptures that
God gave a command concerning His word. Let
us start from Joshua. After Moses died and the
leadership mantle fell on Joshua, God gave him
the following charge;

"This hook of the law shall not ;/epmﬂf out of

your mouth, but you shall meditate on it &/ﬂy
and nijﬁz‘, that you may

observe to do ﬂcwm/i@ to all that is written
therein: for then you shall make your way
[rosperous, and then You shall have jao/

suceess," Joshua 1:8

The root word for prosperous is 'tsalach’' which
means to push forward. Whereas that for good
success is ‘'sakal', which means to be
circumspect and hence intelligent.

| believe the psalmist learned the value of
meditating on the word day and night from the
records of Joshua. We know very well that the
blessing attached to this came to pass in the life of
Joshua. Many people these days view this



prosperity to be money. This in my opinion is an
unfortunate way of viewing this word contextually.
In the life of Joshua you realize God gave him

victory in his battles. Doesn't victory in battles
constitute prosperity according to the root word?
Let us bear in mind that he was not given to
covetousness. There came a time he had to kill
Achan and his family because they were
covetous. In the end he declared he and his
house would serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15).

From the options Joshua gave the Israelites, it is
impossible to choose both. You either choose life
or death. Choosing life is the word and death is
the world. God wanted to teach the Israelites this
truth and thus why He started to give them
manner in the wilderness. God in His own wisdom
wanted to cause even honey to come out of the
rock for them in due time, but they through their
lust followed the counsels of their own heart;

"9 am Ynhweh, your God, who émogﬁf you
ufy out of the land of Eqypt. Open your mouth
wide, and 9 will fill it. But my ,ﬁeolﬁ/e didn’t

[isten to my voice. Ysvael desived none of me. So




9 let them 40 aﬁ‘e;n the stubbornness 01[ their
hearts, fﬁm‘ fﬁeu mzo/ﬁf walk_in_their own
counsels, Oh L%ﬂf my peo/J/e would listen fome,
that Iseael would walk in my ways would soon

subdue their enemies, and turn my hand
against their adversaries. The haters of
Yahweh would cringe éefore him, and their
ﬁwniyﬁmenf would last forever, But he would
have also fed them with the finest of the wheat

9 will s'm‘ij'@ you with ﬁoney out of the rock,"
Psalm 81:10-16

Jesus made an insightful statement to the devil
when he came to tempt Him;

"Vesus answered him, 5'@inj, "I is written,
"Man shall not lve @ bread alone, but @
every word of God." Luke 4:4

Jeremiah however said he found the word of God
and did eat it, bringing about rejoicing inside him
(Jeremiah 15:16). In the era of spiritual darkness,
when one really seeks after God with all his heart
he will surely find him;



"You shall seek me, and find me, when You
shall search for me with all your heart."
7eremiﬂﬁ29;13

When it came to the turn of Ezekiel, God caused
him to eat a roll which contained the message he
was to preach to the people of Israel;

"He said to me, Son of man, eat that which you
ﬁ'mﬂ eatthisscroll, ﬂn;/jo, Jpeﬂéfo the house 0}[
Ysrael, So 9 0/)6}480/ my mouth, and he caused
me to eat the scroll, He said to me, Son of man,
cause your ée@ toeat, and| ﬁ//yow howels with
this seroll that 9  give you. Then did 9 eatit; and

it was in my mouth as ﬁoney for sweetness,”

Fzekjel3:4-3

From the scripture you will notice God asked him
to fill his bowels with it. This is because, the
message had to be digested. That is, the
message he was going to deliver had to be part of
his life. He was therefore supposed to be a sign
unto Israel.

Also, according to the book of revelations, John
the beloved was given a small book which he ate.



The book he ate was the message he was going
to deliver to nations and kings;

"9 took the litte hook out 0][ the m/ye/'x hand,

and ate it up. 9t was as sweet as ﬁamy in my
mouth. When 9 had eaten it; my stomach was
made bitfer. Tﬁey told - me, "You must
/wo/ﬂﬁejy &ym’n over many /730/7@5‘, nations,
/mymgey, and| éi@y, "Revelation 10401

However in our days we have the word of God to
be Jesus Christ. He in His days said that anyone
who wanted to be His disciple had to eat His flesh
and drink His blood;

"He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood
lives in me, and 9 in him, As the ﬁ'w’nﬂ Father
sent me, and 9 live hecause of the Father; so he
who feeds on me, he will also live because of me.”

John 6:56-57

What Christ meant by this is, we have to let His
word dwell richly in us such that it becomes our
nature. We are to be part of a body which is not
corrupted. His blood also meant we live the way
He did. We can therefore reason from the



scripture that if any one does not possess His
very nature, he cannot claim to be His disciple not
to even talk of becoming a voice. How do we
really take the sayings of Jesus Christ? Do we
exercise them in our lives or we just have a head
knowledge of it. Remember the word became
flesh and dwelt amongst us;

"The Word became flesh, and lived among us.
We saw ﬁijﬂﬁwjy, such ﬂ/my as of the one and
on@ Son of the Father, full of grace and
truth," John 114

The word of God must also become flesh in our
lives if only we call ourselves His followers. Job is
said to be a man who even esteemed the word of
God more than his necessary food;

"D haven 'fﬂone éﬂcéfmm the commandment
of his ﬁﬁy, 9 have treasured up the words of his
mouth more than my  necessary food."
o 23:42

Can the above scripture be our testimony? The
way we eat and digest the food we eat, is that the
same way we do with the word of God? If we don't



abide in the word and the word in us, then it
wouldn't be long and God will cut us off from the
vine. The reason why God does not joke with this
‘cutting off' business in John 15:1-2 is that, the
whole vine needs to be uniform. In Israel when
even someone corrupted the whole group, by his
sin, he was normally killed as in the case of
Achan.

Prophets who also caused Israel to err from the
commandments of God were also killed. This is
why when Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal on
Mount Carmel he had to line up all of them and
slaughter them single handedly (as a form of
purging the nation from further corruption);

"ZAnd E@'ﬂﬁmm/ to them, Take the ﬁmpﬁez‘x of
Raal; don't let one af them escape. 7‘5@ took
them; and E@'aﬁ émoyﬁf them down to the

brook Kishon, and killed them there"
1 Kings 8:40

When it got to the turn of Jehu, he also did
likewise by deceiving the prophets of Baal as in
line with 2 Kings 10:18-28. This is because God



does not want His people to be corrupted by bad
nuts. The spiritual principle is that, when the root
is holy, the branches and the fruits too must be
holy. A tree is known by its fruits. Therefore if
someone is bearing bad fruit and still claims to be
part of the body of Christ, then he is implying that
his roots are also bad. You and | know our God is
holy and thus why we must also be holy;

"hffjw'f as he who called You s ﬁo@, you
youm’eﬁ/ey also be ﬁa@ inall 0/[ Your behavior
hecause it is written, "You shall be ﬁo@; for 9
am ﬁo@, " { Peter:(5-16

This therefore explains why if the roots and the

vine is holy then we the branch must also be holy;

“Either make the tree good, and its fruit good, or
make the tree corrupt, and its fruit corrupt; for the
tree is known by its fruit." Matthew 12:33

" the first fruit is ﬁo@, 50 is the /Mmﬁ Y the
root is ﬁo/y, so are the branches.”
Romans 11:46



It is in the light of these scriptures and imposters
in Christendom who claim to be a 'voice', that
these are being written so that the children of God
will not contaminate themselves with their
messages and lifestyle. The cry is that men
should turn back to God and radically forsake the
world. Elijah said to the Israelites that if Yahweh is
God, then they should follow Him. But if Baal, then
they should follow Baal,

"E@hﬁ came near to all the pea/J/e, and said,
"How /ory will You waver between the two
sides? 9 Yahweh is God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him." The peap/e answered
himnotaword." 17(1’7@' 18:21,

He built an alter exclusively for God as revealed in
the scripture below;

“With the stones he built an altar in the name
0}[ Yahweh; and he made a trench ahout the
altar, as ﬂ:ﬂem‘ as would contain two measures

of seed." 1Kings18:32

And then the fire of Yahweh fell and consumed
the burnt offering, the wood, stones and the dust;



"Then the fire of Yahweh fell, and consumed
the burnt oﬁ%rinﬂ, and the wood, and the
stones, and the dust. and licked up the water
thatwas in the trench. When all the peop/emw
it, fﬁ@ ][e// on their facey; and fﬁf,y said,
Yahweh, he is God: Yahweh, he is God."
1 Kings 18:38-39.

One cannot serve two masters. Let us make the
right choice now, for today is the day of salvation
as tomorrow may be too late. | pray God gives us
understanding to serve Him acceptably by
obeying the gospel in totality. Amen
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